GOVERNMENT OP INDIA 
ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEV OP INDIA 

CENTRAL 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
LI BRAR Y 

ACCESSION NO. _ g33 7^. _ 

CALL No. 737 47 dS- tQ 

dIcIaT75T“^“ 5 — 




tii 

3 


muk ubiuet. 

Krom uui Aiaisuiviufti nii’AS'racr;. 

i i I 











































GOVERNMENT CENTRAL MUSEUM, 
MADRAS. 



HISTORY OF TIIE 


TERRITORIES OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY 


IN THE INDIAN PENINSULA: 


A3TD 


CATALOGUE OF THE COINS IN 
THE MADRAS MUSEUM. 

23336 

With Twenty Pfates. 


737.4.70754O8X. 


BY 




EDGAR THURSTON, 


SLPiai.VJEVftKVr, flOVMXJfKNf CENTRAL XU-IKUtf, SAllIi*. 



MADRAS: 

PRINTED BT THE SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PRESS. 
[Flics, R* 2-9-0.] 19 9 0, 

















PREFACE. 


In the preparation of the present wort, which gives a general sketch of 
the early development of the East India Company and of iU coinage, 
to which I Have added a catalogue of those coins which are contained 
in the collection of the Madras Museum, I have received great asaist- 
anoe from Bruce's « Annals of the Honorable East India Company," 
Neumann’s “ Beschreibungder bekanutester kupfennunten,” and Wevl's 

“ v * rHikIi niss T011 Hiitizon und Denkmunzen do? Jules Fonrobtrt- 
scliea saIllnll^||g. p, 

To the British Museum I am greatly indebted for caste of many 
corns whk-h are not in the Madras Museum collection, 

When recently in Europe I was able to preoure from the coin-dealers 
many coins which are either rare, or, so far as I know, not to be obtained 
at all, in India at the present day. I then, too, became aware for the 
first time, that Atkins' “ Coins and Tokens of the Possessions and 
Colonies of the British Empire” was in the press, and to this hook, 
which has since been issued, I acknowledge my indebtedness. 

No attempt has been made by me to give n complete record of the 
various proof and pattern pieces, though some are referred to and 
described. 

In 18^7 1 was engage.! in going carefully over the records of the 
Malms Mint, from which such information was extracted as I thought 
to bo of value and interest The opportunity of examining, in lii fl 
manner, the records of the other Indian mints did not offer itself; but 
it is to be hoped that this somewhat ungrateful task will eventually 
be carried out by numismatists in the other Presidencies. 

The plates were lithographed by Kell and Son from drawings ma de 
by a Native draftsman. The coins figured on plates i to xvi are in 
the Madras Museum collection, which is wanting in those figured on 
plate* srii to is. 

EDGAR THURSTON, 

January 1S9G* 
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HISTORY OF THE COINAGE OF THE 
TERRITORIES OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY 
IN THE INDIAN PENINSULA: 

AH I* 

CATALOGUE OF THE COINS IN THE 
MADRAS MUSEUM. 


Is the year 1599 an Association of Merchant Adventiircrs wn$ j-gg 
formed to embark what Bruce says, 1 s * was then eoiisuEred n J + 
largo stock on a voyage to the East Indies* The contract of 
these adventurers is valuable, from its being the first authentic 
deed which occurs in the annals of nn East India tmdo; it Is 
entitled 8 The names of suehe p'sone as have written with 
their owne hundes, to venter in the p'tendcd voisge to the Easts* 
ludius (the which it ruuJe please the Lorde to prosper) and the 
Bomeathat they will adventure; the xxij September 1699/ The 
fund Subscribed amounted to £30.133 6*. &f.j which was divided 
into one hundred and one shares or ad ventures, the subscriptions 
of individuals varying from £100 to £3,000/* 

At u au assetnolieof the oommitdea or y fl dt recti .rs of the viage 
the xxvtti qF Scptembr 1599 Pl it was resolved that a petition dial 
be exhibited to y- LL* of her mar- most honorable privy counsel! 
in the nsms of the adventurer shewing ther honors that clivers 
meiuhauuts Induced by the euocesse of the viage planned by the 
Buohe nation [who] and beinge informed that the duchemen 
prepare for a ttOWo vinge m& to that eado have bought (livers 
ships heero iu England, were stirrtd vp wit noe lease affection 
to advaunoe the trade of ther native ountrey then the duche 
mereliauiits were to benefits ther com on wc-altbe, and yj> pou 
that affection havg resolved to make a Tinge to the Eat Sadias yi 
her tttaje wil be pleaded to add to ther ententim* the better to 
pforme the enterprise, these several! petitions or Bequests follow- 
iug t viz,:— 

* L To gmunt to the ad ventures a priviledge in mocession and to 
incorporate them in n oompauie for that the trade of the Indio* 
being so forre remote from hence cannot he traded but in a joint 
and a vynted stock. 

* + That the shipping of the adventurori being prepared for ther 
viages be not staled yppcm anie pretenoe of [aide] service for yt 
the stay of one moneth loseth the opurtuuetio of a whole yerea 
Tioge + 


1 i n r.cil,. of ths FI-jwrMe East India Coinjymy 1 0QO-17O7--3 K Uy JoTin 

Briji .s JT.T 1 ., F.tt.S . Kwpcirtif MujwtjpB Stnte juuI Hmtoiprupbcr 

tu lh& Ui?psnaLik EmI India Cmnpmiy. Ltsidyn, 1310 * v*L i, p. Ill, 
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Sfi Thai it may be lawful! for the adventurer* an£e SUt notwfh- 
standi ng to sonde out forrain eoyne, and jf fcixer shal be a want of 
forrein toy no to furnishc this present riage that thcr may be 
quyned in her ma L ^ mynt so mucbe forrein quyne as aknl be 
brought in hy the advent urora or by ther meaner. 

1G00-1* On the last'day of the year 1600, being the 43xd year of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, the first Royal Charter was issued for 
greeting m Ervst India Company. By this Charter tbe Queen 
(upon the Petition of tbe Earl of Cumberland, and Two hundred 
and fifteen other Persons, among whom wore several Knights ami 
Aldermen of London, praying the Queen’s licence to adventure 
aud set forth one or more Voyages, by way of TraJ&e and Mer¬ 
chandise, to the East Indies, in the Countries and Parts of Asia 
and Africa, and to the Islands thereabouts; divers of which 
Countries and Islands hud been long since discovered* though 
not frequented in Trade and Merchandise) incorporated the said 
Earl and other persons, by the name of “The Governor mid 
Company of Merchants of London trading into the East Indies,” 
On tile 8th of October IhOO, the following ships were taken up 
for the first voyage, aud assigned over to five of the Committee of 
seventeen Directors, to whom the management of the business wm 
entrusted, in trust for the Adventurers:— 


The Malic# Scourge 
The Hector 
The Ascension 
The Susan 
A pinnace 


Men. Tfmi, 

mo 600 
100 300 

80 mo 
80 240 

40 100 


same 


At a General Meeting of the Adventurers held hi the 
month (October 1600) it was resolved that the management of 
the concent should be conducted, to future, by twenty-four Com¬ 
mittees or Directors, instead of seven teen. These twenty-four 
Directors wore elected on the 30th October 1600, and Alderman 
Thomas Smith wels chosen the first Governor. 


The arrangements for the first voyage being nearly complete, 
the Society of Adventurers resolved “ that tbe goodes shipped by 
the Compaute, and the oaakei, shall be marked with this genrnll 
juarko, as in the mergent, and tlint an iron be prepared* wbcb 
shall make the saide marked T This trade mark was subsequently 
reproduced on the copper coinage of the Company, 

Concerning the earliest coinage of the Company Ending says: 1 
u By virtue of a Commisdiou, dated January 11m tho same year 
(1600 or 1601), money was made of a kind unknown to the British 
mint either before or since her (Elizabeth's) time, for it was by 
law exportable, and intended for the use of the East India Com¬ 
pany, It bore on one side the Queen's Arms, and on tbe other 
a portcullis; and was called either India money, from the purpose 
for which it was struck, or portcullis money, from the device 
impressed upon it.. The weight of it was regulated Moording to the 
respective weights of the Spanish piastre, or piece of eight reos, and 
the half, the quarter, and half-quarter of tbe same (pL xvii* 


s Annul 1 Djf th* C&ua $4 ff/ Great Britain and it* Deptndtntit*. Third ed M 
1840, fqt i r p. 353, 
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though they are now usually called the crown, half-crown, 
shilling, and sixpence, Some coinage of this sort was necessary, 
forth© Queen, when she first incorporated the East India Company, 
would not permit them to transport the King of Spain's silver 
coins to the East Indies, though she was frequently solicited hy 
the merchants. The reason which they unsigned to induce her to 
grant this permission determined lier to strike coins for the parti* 
cular purpose of circulation in Asia. They represented to her 
Majesty that her silver coin and stamp were not known in the 
East Indies, which they supposed would indue© her to grant them 
a licence to send thither what silver they pleased. The Queen 
and her Privy Council replied that, for the Tory reason alleged, 
it was her fixed and unalterable resolution not to permit them 
to send the coin of the King of Spain, or of any foreign prince, 
to India; and that no sliver should he cxi>oited by her merchants 
but only such as should bo coined with her effigies and picture on 
the on© side, and the portcullis on the other, of the just weight 
and fineness of the Spanish pieces of eight and piece© of four 
rials. 1 

4 “Her prudent reason for this was that her name and effigies 
might hereafter be respected by the Asiatics, and she be known as 
groat a prince as the King of Spain. 

“ Of this money, however, they were not to be permitted to 
export what quantity they thought fit, hut only so much as the 
Queen and her Privy Council should approve of; for her Majesty 
declared that she held it ms a special and chief prerogative of her 
crown and dignity to put the portcullis upon all tbn silver the 
Company should send to tins East Indies ; and that she would 
have her merchants, as to the quantity to be exported, subordi¬ 
nate to her will, aud not her will to lie ruled at the merchants 1 
pleasure, 111 

Th© Crown or Piece of Eight Reals (pi, xvii, l) bears on 
the itWerso tho English shield crowned in the centre, with the 
initials E.k. crowned at the sides, and the legend «: ri.tkabeth : 
o:g: as«: vv\: kt: aiE ; rrgina; on the reverse a portcullis 
crowned, and the legend o : fosvi t pkvn : auivtokejf : hevw. 
with chains. The llulf Crown or Piece of Four Reals pi. xvii, 2) 
and Shilling or Piece of Two Reals (pi. xvii, 3} are similar to tho 
crown, except that they have hirer : on tho obverse ; while the 


1 N oririthatanding ihif deterrnmfttlMi the piece# have kor arnii and not her 
pertmit on the obnra. 

% “ Fid*?* Appnit toCitmr, page 25. where h*hnm ffireft [he figure of tbtt piece 
the tight raafl, wliich he fc&ILs the true dgore of the aitirpr coin that Quaod Elijt*- 
heth allowed the Eaat India merchants top Head to thote Indies. He hue alia pttfn 
tbe repreaoniatkiD of three s^uaro weitfblti (marked reajKMtlfel^ India V1TT 
tenterne-a* India lilt and India ti), ras bcici# the &Umdimi grfdflee of 

thi? ali!>vi.'4nid oein remaining in hie Maj^etT 9 ! mi at, within the Tower of London, 
and in the s-u^t- Fclj of Sir William Parkhurst, Wanlru uf M^Eiaty'n Kaid mint, 
?ht* alie* f^i b -i,, p, 61, and Leak?, p. BS5. ilulyttew jtijb, that of ihron pieces were 
OOlni’d in the Tower of L^ntEoEi for a trEnt (in January ItMlj poem air thetum^d 
pounds, which coold not be mule current in Ihc Eaflt Indies becnuae the Sj*niah 
pi™a of eijrhL royal* had betlR before tfcftt limn counterfeited by other bntioni K 
which iciado the Em! ratlin na to rtoEibi of nor coin, ■Ithfliyfh without cause. 

If mrutoritip pt, 1, ofcift, 3&, p. 136] 41 Endmg r op. ■eit- r p. 361* note, 
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sixpence or Real (pL xvii t 4) is similar to the half-crown and 
nidiling, except that the legend on the obverse ends with regin or 
RBGl, 

1602, The first expedition of the Adventurers reached Aeheen on the 
Oth of Juno lti02 v and returned to the Downs on tho 11th of 
September 1GD3. having on the homeward voyage taken in cargo 
of Bantam in the Inland of Javo, wdiere the privileges of tunic 
were acquired from the king, and o factory or house of trade waa 
started. 

1601 + The following is a copy of a Commission of James f^ dated 
33rd of February 1004, authorising t lie East India Company to 
export the value of £13,000 in foreign coin:— 

H James by the grace of God* etc. To all men to whom thebe 

! i*esentes filial I como greet yngt\ Whereas our late dears sister 
iliznboth by her Pres patents under the greate scale of England 
tearing date at Westnx’ the one and thirtieth day of December in 
the three and fortith year of her raigne did uppon petieion made 
unto her by her deare and loving# eoson George earl# of Cuinb'- 
land am! divers other her welbebved subjects for her royall assent 
and lieenee to bo gmimted unto thorn that they at their own# 
adventure costs and charges o* well for the honor of this realms of 
England as for the increase of navigation and advancement of 
trade of merchandise within the same mights ad venture and &etfc 
fourths cortayne voyages with a convenient number of ahippes an* I 
panacea by woie of tmffiqne and march uni line into the Eart Indies 
in the countries and parts of Afiia and Africa did moorporate the 
saide petitioners into a bodio politique by the name of the gover* 
nour and eompauie of the niarehaunts of IjOudon tradings into the 
liast Indies to have hottlds and enjoy the sole benefit of the trade 
and traftieque of the raid# Eriste Indies for the space nf fifteen# 
years from tho birth of oiu Lord God then last paste before the 
date of the said Pros patents. And whereas by the saide Pres 
patents licence is graimted to the. snide gmwnmir and componie 
of marchnnnU of I^nndon trading# into the East Indira to t s an&- 
porta oute of this realme into the raids Indies in everie of their 
voyages during® saide teanua of fifteene yeares all Rich forrein 
coyne of silverBpaukhe or other forreyn silver or bullion of silver 
as they shall during® the aside tearme bringc nr cause to be brought® 
into this realms of England from the parts beyond the seas cither in 
the same kynde sort# stamp® or fashion which if shall have when 
they hrymge it in or tune other forme stamp# or fashion to be 
tx»yned in the mynt# within the Tower of London &oc as the whole 
quantities of Coyne ornioniea by thorn to be transported in nnic 
l ] ieir saide voyages during# the saide terme doe not exceeds the 
value of thirtie thousand# pounds in any one voiage and so ns the 
&c>m T o of six thousand pounds at the least® pared! of the same 
or value of thirds thousand# poundes so# to bee trans* 

1 sorted as aforesaid# be first coyued witliin the snide Tower of 
jondon before the same dial Ik*? transported in nnie the isaido 
voyage# ns by the saide Pits patents more at larger npjnomth. 
Kowe forasmuch as the said# govemour and company of the said® 
morchauts due# the raido Pres patents to them grantVrt have made 
one voyage in the saidc East Indict? and rctoumed their shipper 
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from tlisiw laden with sondry kinds of merchant] mb* and Love alsoe 
prepared and are roadie to set forth as other voiage into the saide 
Boat Iudies and they ike saido governor and company being 
desirous and endevmiring by all good meaner to manage and carry 
their snide trade as neere as they can rather by the t*anapo rt a e * on 
of the native eoiu'oditieR of our kingdoms* and by the bartering 
and exchange of them for forren com^ities then by using the 
benefit granted them by the said Free patents for the curving out 
of so much tits tiro in every of their voinges doe content themselves 
m this pWnt voyage with the lib'tv of ^anaportWon of twelve 
thousand pounds in forrein coy no without t’an&porta&’on of ante 
oilier coyne bulloyn or silver and to that end have made humble 
petioyon unto us that they may t’&nsport the saide value of twelve 
thousand pounds of forreyn coine without coyning the same or 
aide part thereof in our mynt within our Tower of tendon the ra¬ 
ther tor that they found by experience in their last voiage that they 
could not without groat difficulty and some losee to the &aid mar- 
chants in the value of their monks newe coined for that voiage 
make trade for their iiuirchundke in the said Ea^t Indies because 
tiie so id mony being stamped with the yniago and sup’gricjKi’on of 
our said dcure sister was strongs and unknowne to the people of 
those parts and the monies now to [be] coyned in our said mint 
being to he coined with a new stamp of our cwne ymage and 
aup ? seripo T on will nott only draw them into the like III ml nines in 
their trade when they shall come into the saide Indies hut will 
cause their ship.ps which are nowe allmoste ready to depart in their 
voiage to stay and to be detained here to their further damage 
and hindrance untill now stamps for the coyning of the said 
monies in our mynt shall he graven and made for that purpose. 
Wee therefore favouring the saide merchants and being desirous to 
give them ad furtherance aud expedition in their pV^ent intended 
voiage of our esp^iall grace ce^ten knowledge and mere moe^on 
have granted and by the is p T e$ents for our heires and successors doe 
grant unto the said governor mid company of march ants tradyng 
into the East Indies that it shall and may bee lawfull for them 
their factors and asrignes in thvs present intended voinge which is 
prepared or in p*ejiariiig for the second voiage into the said East 
Indies to transport out of this our realme of England all such 
forroyn coy no or silver either Spanieli or other forroin silver as 
they have prepared p'curod or gotten or shall prepare pWse or 
gett being already Lroiighte or to he brought a from the parts be¬ 
yond the seas before the dap’ring of their ahippsout of the river of 
Thames so as the wholl quantity of the coyne and monies by them 
to be transported in this their present intended voiage being the 
second voiage toward the suit] Indies docs not exceed the saide 
value of twelve thousand pounds the same to be transported in the 
same kinds 1 sort stamp or fashion as the said moneys is or shal ho 
p’cured gotten or hroughte into this realme of England and that 
with cute ante no we coyning or altehng of the said monies or onie 
part thereof front the stumpe which it beareth. Anie statute 
restraint p’hibic’on in that behalf to the coni’ary in anv wise 
notwithstanding. In witness whereof, etc. Witness oumjf at 
Wostim J the xxlijth day of February/ 1 


E 
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A quarter Kesri of James I* bearing on the obverse a t-biaite 
and portouUis with chains and on the reverse an anchor-cross, is 
referred by Woyl to the Madras Presidency. 1 

1612* In 1612 trade was opener! with Surat by Mr. Kerridge, who 
was well received by the merchants and inhabitants p but opposed 
by the Portuguese, The Company's strips were attached by the 
Portuguese at Swally on the 20th of November 1612, and repulsed. 
In the following month a Firman was obtained from the Emperor 
of Delhi* allowing the English to establish a factory at Surat* 
where Captaiu Best loft ten persons with a stock of £4,006 to 
purchase goods or provide no investment for him. The agreement 
with the Governor of Sumt for allow’ing to the English liberty of 
trade at that mrt* in addition to other stipulations, contained one 
to the effect that the English should be allowed to settle factories 
at the cities of Amadovar (Ahmcdlmlnd), C&mbaya, and Goga, as 
well as at Surat H 

1611* On the 14th of January 1614, in compliance with the wishes 
of the Company* King James I granted a commission to Sir 
Thomas Roe “ to be AmbEtssiuIor to the Great Mogul* or King 
of India,/* The Governor of Surat won dismissed* and a treaty 
concluded with the Mogul, in which it was stipulated, wt*r (ih'a, 
that the English should have liberty of trade, and he allowed to 
settle fact onus in any port of the Mogul empire, speed tying 
Bengal, iScindy* and Surat. 

1C 15- Meanwhile the Company was making considerable progress 
with its commercial speculations on the Malabar coast, and 
Captain Keeling*, on hb arrival at Crangtmoro in March 1615, 
obtained liberty of trade and permission io settle a factory ; and 
it was agreed by treaty that the English and the Zamoriu should 
join their forces, and expel the Portuguese from Cochin, which, 
when conquered, should be ceded to the English* they paying one 
half of the expenses of the expedition, and the Zamoriu the other 
half, 

1616. ^ In the following year (1616) n Dutch ship was wrecked near 
Surat, and ten merchants wore left there os the managers of a 
projected trade, the remainder of the oflicers and crew proceeding 
O verland to the factory at Masulipatani. 1 

1625. 1620 the English President and Council at Batavia 
submitted to the Court to direct their attention to the trade on 
the Coromandel coast, and dispatched a vessel to Masulipntam. 
Further* having obtained from the Naig, or Chief of the district, 
a piece of ground, the English erected a factory at Arnmgon, 
which it was intended to make a subordinate agency to Moduli- 
potato. 

1626. Ou account of the oppressions which the English factors at 
Mosul i pat am experienced at tbe hands of the native Governor of 
that port* it was resolved in 1628 to abandon the factory at that 


1 Ctiflrtfcne fteal, o r j.) DiaU'Lkopf* FaU^ter, m <k-El Saiga nut Kciton 
«r^hnL Ankarkrmti tnlt ■.* ia aen Wlniwla. W*yL 

J N’oin fr.pn " IIobiKna-Jobfwm iK by Colonel Ih-nry Tulo anil Arthnr Coke Burnet I, 
188a. ,fc ITSSI. MnaaHpuUun, which Nit wr*ed F by tfto way, ought to bo written, 
BlaehUp*iUn (Fiah-tawn) boranfeo of a ti-halo that happened to bo BLraadcd Um ro 
IWyfmrs ago." Now i/n ifl* 370, 
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place, leading behind only quo of the factors to recover the debts. 
The representation of the Agents at Bantam to the President ant! 
Council at Surat of the necessity of being supplied with Coro¬ 
mandel clothe, to furnish that station and tha Southern markets 
with the means of increasing their investments in pepper and 
spices, had determined the Presidency to re-establish the factory 
at MMnlipatoru, and to strengthen Arniagon; and the necessary 
authority to do so was obtained in November IC32. 

A Finnan Wte obtained on the 2nd of Fobrunjy 1633 for 
liberty of trade to the English in the Province of Bengal, with¬ 
out any other ivatrietion, than that the English ships were to 
resort only to the port of Prpley* This event marks the date at 
which the English first obtained the right to enter the Granges* 
ami those countries which, subsequently, opened up a most 
lucrative trade. 

In 1631) Mr* Day, one of the Council at Masullpatum, was sent 
to explore the country in the neighbourhood of the Portuguese 
station at St, Thoiu£, and reported that Msdraspatan 1 * 3 was 
a situation, at which, in his opinion, the best coast goods 
could be procured. The land: was purchased from the Raja of 
Chatidragiri and p without waiting for orders from the Court, 
Mr, Day commenced building, at the expense of the Company, 
a fortification to w hich the name of Fort St, George was given. 
The continuation of this work was ordered later by the President 
and Council of Surat* and the new station, to which the factory 
of IPksulIpiitJini was transferred, made subordinate to Bantam, 

The early gold coin of Madras was the pagpri a, a won! which, 
Moor says* 4S is a word altogether unknown beyond the corrupt¬ 
ing miluonce of European colloquial ex ample, whether used des¬ 
criptively of a coin or a temple; the former wing generally called 
by Hindus Pun, 

14 As to the word pagoda, applied either to a coin or a temple, 
to the latter especially it ought to ha dropped as inaccurate and 
barbarous, and not at all used by tho natives out of the reach 
of European tradition. I find an attempt to derive tho word 
from Mafttmetlttti authority, Imagining that anti-idolatrmcs people 
to have called tho temples of the Himfm by the debasing but 
accurate appellation of biii~$dda: from bdi f an idol, and gdda, a 
temple. Bartholomoo says the coin* being impressed with the 
goddess Bhagavada, is, therefore, so called: pagoda being a 
corruption or abbreviation. Bat, admitting Bhagavada to be a 
name of Devi, and to he home by some ptttut f it would apply to 
mich only* whereas we give it to all gold coins of about tho 
value of seven or eight shillings, be the impression what it may. 
And, indeed, I have lately seen a silver coin* worth about four 
shillings, with tho word or half pagoda, in English, with 


1 KcitQ fin EH Yule n,nri Bun , op. cil. 11 1072...... following upon Madras- 

pai«n, c":l 11 i -i l when* the Eu^tiiL. hive a tort called St. 

(ioorga, chiefly ^4 manned bjr and from thu plfcoo they aUotuMj 

tend far*li their flliipi, u n] bo Han&ta- 1 ' Sui.T.i-tu, Gi-rin. IS* 

l?2d- 14 Tho Town or PI oca H ueifllll/ C*U*4 CA i ndjhtfiiM. now Smiled JU4rn?r 
|kicnihiu nod Port fit, Goai-ga." Letter* Fntent, in Charter* trf Ea*l fndia 
3i^-3 

3 HJbdd Pantheon. W, LS04. pp *10-LI. 


1632 . 

1633. 


163 &. 
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same oriental characters stamped on it, and a representation of a 
Hindu temple, This coin I imagine to be intended for Madras 
and cannot but lament that bo miserable a specimen of mir taste 
and talents should be suffered to go forth. To say that the 
execution is worth y of the design is to stigmatise 'both with 
deserved reprobation.” Writing about the Pagoda, Dr. Bidia 
remarks 1 11 The common Tamil name for the pagoda is Yar&ba* 
an appellation due to the circnmptanoe that some of the older 
types had on the obverse the figure of a Far sfdrtf or Hoar, the 
symbol of the Chntukyas and kings of Yijay&nagnr, or the image 
of Yishmi in the Yariha amtdr. The Hindustani name of 
the pagoda is -Huh, a word probably derived from Mmmtt, the 
Canarese designation of the half pagoda. That the Mahome- 
dans should have adopted this corruption of the Canareee term 
for the coin is explained by the fact that, when they invaded the 
Carnatic, they first saw the pagoda or half pagoda in the hands 
of a Canarese-speaking people. According Co Sir Walter Elliot 
the term wirdAa la never used in ancient Tamil records in con¬ 
nection with money* but the word pon, which was a piece equal to 
the modern half pagoda* the pagoda itself being the double/ jow, 
which ultimately became the t<trdJmv 7 

Speaking of the Chaadrugiri Pagoda Marsden says: 1 
“ Chandragm or Ghnudergherry, which gives name to these 
buns, is a town in the Karnatik* formerly the capital of what 
was called by out early travellers the kingdom of tfamingha, in 
consequence of its having been rendered a place of great strength 
by Nanringha Rdjd of After the conquest of 

the latter city by the Mahometan States of the peninsula, in 
the sixteenth century, a descendant of Nttmnghk transferred 
the seat of Hindu government to Chmdra-gir^ from whence 
the last ed the race was expelled in 1646- It was from one of 
these rftj&s that the English East India Company purchased p in 
the year 1620, the spot of ground on which stood the old fort and 
factory of Madras, now inclosed within the works of Port- St, 
tScoTgp! together with the privilege of coining money, under the 
stipulation that the English should not fail to preserve on their 
coinage the representation of that deity, who wits the favourite 
object of his worship. . . . P . The female figure on the obverse 
appears to be that of L&l'xhmi. There are other specimens pre¬ 
cisely resembling this os to the reverse* which have three erect 
figures (ft male accompanied by two females) on the obverse, 
whose costume denotes them to be mortal rather than divine per¬ 
sonages. These are vulgarly termed threes ic&mi 1 pagodas, and 


1 Jeram. At- Sw. } Benp., L&S3, p, 

* giurtMmfttn Oriental]*, 1826. pt.ii, p. 733. P L iHii, %- ulnvl, 

5 ftQtVa from Yule m4 Bttttioll, op. eii 

* Switoj.Siunmj', i, Ttdaword ii n corruption of Chi- Skt. niiAmEn, 1 LnH.' 
It ip e.periallr luietl iti Hath ImiiH-, and. in two ftetuM: (u) a Hindu idol] 
especially ns Hammy, in the dialect of tha Hriii-t, Midler. This Cornea from the 
Uanal Tnrail preouDclnt ion sinil; (b) tha Stt. word in used bv Hindus m ft term 
CT nciljpwstftll FMjdn'BS, 

" Swatny-pagpda, a. A coin formerly current at Madras; prolmUy so callod 
from the igatv ot an Idol On it. AJHHam prea 6wamy•pagodas = 110 Star 
W"' A p*psd* ’ wig a rmmo ((iren to ft gold coin Wine „a 

the ohrerso the afflgy of Chenna Kti«am Hwftwi (ft title of Krishna} and on tbs 
wwie Utah mi and Rutmini,' 1 J lno 
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weigh 2 dwt. 4 j gr$. If. Tavernier's Plate Nos. 5 and 6 are 
imperfect represen tat tons of them under the name of the rdjd 
of Carnation's pagoda/' According to Dr. Bidie 1 the standing 
figures on this pagoda are intended to represent Venkatesvara and 
his two wives. In connection with this coin Sir Walter Elliot 
writes -: — ^ The type of the first class (having the standing figure 
of Vishnu* with or without his two wives, on the obverse, and a 
granulated reverse) appears to have been derived from the favour 
in which the Vaishnava tenets were held by the later Vijnya- 
imgar princes of Ohandragiri, the chiefs of Yciikatagiri* and at 
the sacred shrine of Tripati. It thus came to be adopted by the 
European factories, and by theNuwabs of the Carnatic, Conspi* 
cuous examples of these are found in the Star Pagoda {vide pL 
xi, 3) of the English East India Company at Madras, and 
m the Porto Noro Pagoda (vid* pi. xi* 2) believed to have been 
first coined by the Portuguese at Porto Novo or Fermghipot, and 
at A root under r he Nivayat NawAba of the Carnatic* The buns 
of Saadut Ulla KhAn of tills type, Tvho succeeded Nawdb 
DAwad Khdn* and died in 173!* are recognised by the Persian 
letters {UktA) on the gran id rated reverse* which is replaced on those 
of hia relative Safdar 'All Khan by the letter fain}. On his 
murder In 1741, the office of NawAb was conferred by the Nizam 
on another family, that of Anwar-ud-dln-KhSn, but liis son 
Muhammad T Ali received his investiture direct from Delhi, with 
the high-sounding title of Walajdh NawAb-ul-hind in 17 G6, In 
1858 I received some information regarding his coinage with 
extracts of the mint accounts from the Dew An of the Into NawAK 
By these it appears WtdajAh struck coins at other places besides 
Aroot, viz., Porto Novo, Triuhiuopoly, and Timvamur, and among 
the coins named are the iPb^f/bAi, /urwif, 7 UftuM+ul-Muiki, Star, 
and FtiriugkipeL* Some of these I have not seen* The Kuruki 
is not uncommon* It hag the three standing figures strongly 
marked* and a plain granulated surface. It and the Star, m Gulled 
from tho star impressed on the granulated surface* were probably 
coined at Tiruvamur, beyond the praam ts of the English factory, 
at which plane the mint was saiii to be still standing in 1853, 
According to the Imperial Gazetteer the Madrasi mint was built 


1 L- ft, p. GO. 

4 N main mat. Orient- Gate* of ftorathora India, 1B0§, ppu 1*0-4 

4 Tlso t»[sm fix-L-rds ol Hijri 11-80 = A D. 1772 show iliac tho g<M COJtUJgti 

was — 


Wala jdhi pagoda* 

Kvritki „ 

? L'* irf^N-uE-lT-if\i j,, 
Bfup" *, 


imn 

saaii 

S.flU.^L * 3 4 * * ^ 

1S,09H-,V 


Toui... 4.2i.irif 


TliO silver coiiiagH far tb*i Fame Joar Wft* — 
j! t* f (j t rupe«} ... 

TirtffflnrHP ,, „„ 


Old Pondicherry n 
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within the walls of Fort St George in 1723. But the fa&toiy 
must have exorcised the right of coining at it much earlier period* 
for the Madras Public Records state that consignments of bullion 
despatched to Fort St. George on the appointment of Sir George 
Winter us Governor in 1661 wore coined into pagodas in the Fort 
mint, of what denomination, however, is not stated. * 1 * Also that 
in 1688 a proclamation was issued forbidding the introduction 
into the factory of a counterfeit pagoda, fabricated at the Dutch 
mint of PuJicat 114 of the same stamp, but not three-quarters the 
value of ours, which has raised great doubts and scandals upon 
our coin, to the depreciating it two or three per cent, below Pulioat 
pagodas, even in our city, by the Merchants and Shroffs to the 
great prejudice and discredit of our pagodas, and loss of our mint 
custom : it is therefore agreed and ordered that Proclamation be 
made in several parts of the town and city s prohibiting all persons 
whatever from advancing anything upon the Pulicat pagoda by 
exchange; and whosoever shall offend heroin* to pay twenty 
pagodas for the first fault, and double for the second, and a twelve 
months* imprisonment for the third. Also that all persons be 
forbidden to send gold from hence to be coin eel at Pul if at mint, 
upon forfeiture thereof upon due proofs; and that the Justices of 
the Peace do appoint the publishing and affixing these orders in 
English, Portuguese* and Gael too at several public places of the 
city/ 1 fetill later, during tho siege of Fort St. George in 1702* 
among other conditions of surrender, Nawib Da wad Khan de¬ 
mands the surrender of the mint, 1 * 

In addition to the Thrae-Swimi and Porto Novo or Scott 
Pagodas, the old Star pagoda of Madras, or, as it is also called Com¬ 
pany voriiha or Pttfi vartihn, was atmek in the «rly days of tin? 
Company, but I am unable to find any reference which indicates 
Its earliest date of circulation. It hears on one side a figure in¬ 
tended apparently for Vishnu with n star above the head* and on 
the other side a granulated surface with a 5-rayod star (pi xi p 3). 
In this coin all public and private accounts were kept, and 
nil dues and salaries paid for a number of years. 5 A brass coin of 
the same typo is contained in the collection of the Madras Museum* 
to which I oan find no reference in the Rewords, and it is possibly 
only a fraudulent imitation. 

The double and single star paged ns represented on plate ad, 
figs, 4 4 5 are a metre modem development of the old Star 
Pngodfl, mid concerning them Dr. Bidie writes: 1 "It is ol this 


1 Wheeler, JfatJrijA in ike OWpji toI. i, p. S3. 

1 wgarrl!* Fnlimt FAgoriaii TaTurder payii; Fig*. 3 and 4 ft the Gold 
Money vrhivh the fjMEand*™ coin at Pitti'-fd/n, wMah is a Fort tb*j pros™ upon 
iho crait rtf pi*cen rvru also callM Fa^rwi*, und are ol the 

«n»Q w&ftflt With the other* : but for the Roodnfs^ J think Ihtjons butter by 
tw*> or threa in tilt: hundred, than thaw of thn King* And Raja* of the Conn try, 
Or which the Mw#lUk mftkn, J nwdfr this ofacorort E&n, bein^ at tbn Diamond ’ 
Mmos P and in 0 O 1 . r part* of tbn In JbVj wheift thvrv is any gnrat trtde. For tho 
JirrtL thing lh*y ask yoq \A t wither yoa bare Any Fagoriii If Prtirate; ai]C ( B jf y-cni 

you spwd nmch bfltrer En jour babiiiioa^^ Yojnpi tlirongh Tnj-k^, Persia, 
and tbo Indira. London, 167S,, pi- ii h p. C. 

1 Dr G r Bidiu, Fa-jodd or Vardha Cebto. Jcmna. A§, Soe p Eojif., roi 
3-9S’., p al. 

1 l . c-h pp. si a. 
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form that Moor in his 1 Hindu Pantheon' says: —“tins coin I 
imagine to be intended for the um of if minis, and nan not but 
lament that so miserable a specimen of our taste and talents should 
be suffered to go forth.* * In Eksigning it the artist seems to have 
deemed it necessary to give some reason for the name pagoda y by 
putting on the reverse the figure of the gopurani of a Hindu 
temple, and he thou Surrounded this with stars to indicate that it 
wp a star pagoda. Again on Hie obverse, to keep it in harmony 
with the old forms, he has introduced the figure of a Hindu god, 
which is apparently intended for Vishnu. There is no date on the 
coin, hut it appears to have been first brought into circulation 
early in the present century* 

Obierxf 1 The gopuram of a temple surrounded with stars, and 
the inscription in English M two parddas" 

Mat&ne, —V ish nil surrounded with dots, and the inscription 
Si two pagodas H in Tamil and Teliigu, 

M Counterfeit specimens of this pagoda are very often seen in 

I 'ewelry, but may usually be easily detected, as in the genuine 
runs the milling on the edge is oblique like a section of a rope, 
whereas in the forged ones the milling is like that on modern 
English coins. The coin as a whole is certainly a hideous pro- 
djortiottp but curious as perhaps the first departure from a native 
towards a European type/ 1 

There is in the Madras Museum a necklet made up entirely of 
single pagodas of the last type, but bearing the word deity 
above trie gopuram instead of pagoda, and having a straight 
milling instead of an oblique milling on the edge. 1 sin unable 
to find any reference to similar coins, and they must, I think, bo 
regarded as ornamental imitations. 

In the year 1642 the first regsilar despatch was received by 1642* 
the Company from Bengal, Mr. Day recommending therein that 
the Court should establish a station at Ballaeore, and deckring 
that it would he unwise either to neglect or desert the speculation 
of a trade in Bengal, Four years later the Agent and Council 
of Fort St. George were raised to the rank of a Presidency. 

By the eleventh article of the Treaty of Marriage between 1661. 
King Charles II and the Infanta Catherine of Portugal, dated 
23 tu June 1661, the Crown of Portugal ceded and granted to the 
Crown of England the Eland and Harbour of Bombay T in full 
sovereignty ; and it was understood that this grant woufd enable 
the two Crowns to maintain their respective dominions in the 
East Indies ngainri any future aggressions and encroachments on 
their subjects and trade by the Dutch Company* On the 27th of 
March IG08 the King, by Letters Patent, transferred the Island 
of Bombay from the Crown to the East India Company, grant¬ 
ing the Port and Island of Bombay to the London East India 
Company in perpetuity, tl with all the rights, profits and territories 
thereof, m as full manner as the King himself possessed them, by 
virtue of the Treaty with the King of Portugal, by which the 
Island was ceded to his Majesty, to be held by the Company of 
the Kingjp In free and common soccoge, as of the manor of East 


10 

Green wiab, on payment of the annual rent of £10 in gold on the 
30th September in each year,” 

Ah regards the coinage of the Company during the reign of 
Charles II, Iluding say* : 1 M The English merchants trading to 
the East Indies did in this reign strike Rilver money in Indin for 
the use of their factory at Bomba im, formerly a settlement of the 
Portnguese f hut yielded up to his Majesty upon hie marriage with 
the Infanta of Portugal in IG6^ T I have not been able to discover 
the time when the licence to coin this money was granted to the 
Company, but the earliest of the coins that are known bear date 
of 1678. 

11 The earliest coins for the use of the East India Company 
were either struck by our monarchy or coined by their authority. 
Of the former kind were the porte Lillis pieces of Elizabeth in 
16004 , 

“ In the reign of Charles IT the Company began, by authority 
fmm the Crown, to strike silver coins for the use of the factory at 
Bombay, They were funnms and rupees, all of which bore either 
the name, or some reference to the sovereign/* 

Writing further concerning the early coinage of the Company, 
Itnding says: 1 Sb Soon after the East India Company obtained 
territorial possessions in India, it began the oxereise of that pri¬ 
vilege, which in all countries* and in the East especially, has 
been considered the right and proof of sovereignty—the coining 
of money. The circumstances of the Company's coinage were* 
however, as anomalous as those of the Company itself* which* 
although to a certain extent possessed of territory, woa for a long 
time obliged to conciliate the native princes* under whom medi¬ 
ately or immediately it held dominion, by professing to ac¬ 
knowledge their supremacy, whilst it still continued necessarily 
included amongst the HubjVets of Great Britain* It therefore 
adopted the policy of Reeking the sanction of the Crown to its 
establishment of local mbits; and at the same time it fabricated 
in these mints coins not in its own name in general, nor with 
English legends and devices, hut in imitation of the established 
currency of the country, with inscriptions in the Persian or other 
native language, and in the name of the Emperor of Delhi, or 
Bomc other Indian prince. The coinage of money on its own 
account appears to have commenced at Bombay, which island 
was held in more independence* at first, than any other landed 
possession. Accordingly in JG71 the Court of Directors gave 
instructions to their servants at Bombay to establish a mint upon 
the island* and a few years afterwards the measure was sanctioned 
by the Cn>wn. A clause ill the Charter granted In the 2tith year 
of the reign of Charles II, dated the 5th of October 1677, cm- 

E iwers the East India Company to stamp and coin money at 
omhaVp to be current wherever the Company*u privilege of 
trade in the East Indies extended* to be called "by the name of 


1 Op, Pit., toL lip jfc 18, and foot-note, p, 112. 
1 Op, clt-p Tdl. iij p. 118. 
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rupees, pices* and bud grouts, * 1 * and to bear any such seal, Im* 
pression, and inscription, us tho Company should think proper, so 
that such moneys so stamped and coined should not be called or 
known by any other name or names of money current in the 
realm of England or any other part of tho British dominion^ the 
East Indies, excepted/* 

Writing during the reign of Charles II concerning the 
money coined by the English in the Indies Tavernier says ^ * 
<+ Figure 1 and 3 is the money which the English coin in their 
Fort St , Gt r arge t or else at M<uir$$pfitan , upon the coast of Cora- 
mafi teL They cull them Fagod^ iu those of the Kings and Ibtfa* 
of the country ur q culled. They are of the same weight, the 
same goodness, and pass for the same value. Formerly tho 
English never coined any silver or copper money; for in some 
parts that bonier upon the In*iiart8 f where they have factories, 
as at Surat Y Jf^fiputam, or at Bantam, they find it more profit¬ 
able to carry gold from En&iund than silver; gold lying in less 
room, and not being so troublesome; besides, tlmt by carrying 
gold they more easily escape the paying those customs which the 
Kings impose upon gold and silver. But since the present King 
of England (Charles ft) married tho Princess of Portugal, who had 
in part of her portion the famous Port of Bomber where tho 
Jingffoh are very hard at work to build a strong fort, they coin 
both silver, copper, and timi. But the money will not go nt 
Surat, nor in any part of the Great Mtjffuf a Domiiiiona, or in any 
of tho territories of flic Indian Kings ; only it passes among tho 
English in their fort, and some two or three leagues np in the 
country, and in the villages along the Coast; the country people 
that bring them their wares being glad to take that money ; 
otherwise they would see but very little stirring, in regard the 
country is very poor, and tho people have nothing to sell but 
A qua ritf.fi, made of coco-wine and rice/* 

With regard to the tin money referred to in the last paragraph, 
I cun not do better than quote tho remarks of Mr, T. G, BaCunha, 
who says: 3 “ Tin coin w r as current in Portuguese districts round 
about Bombay, and the English ol Bombay issued— it may be for 
the sake of uniformity — theirs of the sanio material, The speci¬ 
mens of tho latter coinage which have hitherto reached ms appear 
to have been struck between 1708 and 1773, subsequent to the 


1 Noted on Bud^oak from Yale nud Burnet], op, eit, 

" h. l p ori, biwiniCtW, A coin of tow domoiniruitmru am] eF tnrjing 

TO&DD and metal (copper, tin, lfcad p and tulenDgne) formerly current at Goa and 
rljfowhoro on tho Won torn count, o* well iw at some other platen on the Indian 
bom. It VU ftlgo adopted from the FcttogUSM in Tina earliest English coinage 
it JJombuy. In the ml fait Glia coinage, t hat of AihtlqaerqUB (1510) tb« ImI 
nr tffsurwcM wna equal to 2 reis, of which rtiV there went 420 to the gold 
crusade/ 1 * 

lijSS. '* They haTe (at tkimbroon) a cermSn copper com which they Call 
Jfrmp, trhervof 0 make n. Pcy* f Dud 10 I'ry* make a Ch'iir (SJirfh!) which ifl worth 
abonl StL Engliah. 1 *— Y. end IV. vf J, i*fe I Ad A'cwt Judin j, 

e.t. urn, p, 8- 

1 Voy^^c* through Turkey iato Pcnta and the East Indi'c*- Ed-, Loudon, 
1078, p. & 

1 Contributions to the Study oF Ildo-Pcftnpw Numismatic*. 18S0, pp, 

Et-27, 
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Mutiny of the Bombay troops under Keigwin, the fusion of the 
old and new East India Companies into the United East India 
Company, and the creation of the three Presidencies ruled by 
Governors in Council, those of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, 
each of them absolute within its own limits, until the appointment 
of a Governor-General for all India in 177-h It is true that, 
during the time of the Commonwealth f pewter was employed in 
coining farthings, and some pattern farthing* of tin ware also pre¬ 
pared in the reign of Charles I* and the early part of that of 
Charles II, which were made current in 3.GS4, and continued to be 
coined until 1692, when this currency censed. These dates am, 
however, too early to account for the existence of the Bombay tin 
coinage, which appears to he an imitation, from reasons to bo 
mentioned hereafter, of a similar Portuguese mintage . « + + . . 
It was not only by tho adoption of this material for t heir coinage, 
but even by the imitation of types and symbol a, winch were 
originally Portuguese, that the rising power of the English of 
Bombay gave a tacit proof of their appro tint inn of the inventive 
power of their allies and neighbours, the Portuguese, whose star 
was now declining, but were still masters of all the districts round 
about Bombay up to the year 1710, The Portuguese of Clmul 
had struck a copper haznmcoy l bearing a sheaf of arrows and a 
bow on the obverse, and the Coat-of-Arnu of the Kingdom on the 
reverse. Tills coin was issued some time prior to 1577, and must 
have been current in the environs of Bombay. This device is 
found cngraven on one of the ruined gates of that once famous 
city. The gate was built in 1577, as testified toby an inscrip¬ 
tion, a facsimile of which, with a lithograph representing the 
gate itself, is inserted in my wort on that city. 1 The gate is 
surmounted by the well-known D, Manuel 5 * terrestrial * globe, 
three arrows in a sheaf, the Coat-of-Amis of the Kingdom of 
Portugal, and the Cross of tho Order of Christ above them all. 
Here the globe denotes the power, the broad belt which encircles 
it being intended to represent the conquests and discoveries of 
the Portague^ throughout the world, and the three arrows tied 
together peace, which the Portuguese had enjoyed before the 
building of this part of tho fortifications uninterruptedly far 
thirty long years, which was an unusual ocourreace in those 
troublous times. 

Now the three arrows tied together were engraven or repre¬ 
sented not only on lithic, but even on oumisuiiitic monuments 
of the Portuguese iu India, The English of Bombay copied this 
emblem on their copper pieces, bearing on one side a crown and on 
the other three arrows tied together, flanked by the letters G and 
It in italic for Georgius and Rex, with the legend Auxpwv Ram 
f* Smalm Anptke below. To the Portuguese, who appear to have 
imitated this device from a Spanish coin current in Portugal 
between 1557 and 1641, culled real tie prafa, or * silver real/* It 
wa* an emblem of poaee, to the English of Bombay probably a 
mere ornament, if not a meaningless typo. 11 


1 niutorv Mni Anlse|uitie i 5i of Chm\ and ftanM&L UomhaT, 1870, p. SI* 






The following types of Anglo-Indian racst-y were issued 
during the reign of Charles II 1 :— 

L Silver Rupee A + n + 1667. 

OWw.—Within ft bended circle mon. boh bay, axouc, hegim*, 
a°7° ■ around a, dk/?jlx. & ekcrehentym, 

ifemw*—A shield with the arra* of the Company within a beaded 
circle ; stroiuid i^d, oai + nos, &gc. JJfG. (pi xviii, l). 


2. Silver Rupee a.d. 1677. 

centre tub ktfiil ox hqmuajsi with rosettes ; around 
BY. A VT SO BIT Y. OF GHULE& THE. SECOND. 1677. 

l£mr*fi —JEn centre the Royal arms of England in n shield ™d ft 
crown, above tSio shield) around king, of great. bkitain. fkance. and 
tomt-ato- f 

Coini of the same type were struck, with both plain and milled 
edge in 1678 (pi xviii t a), 


3. Silver Rupee. Without date. 

Qbrrrir,*— A shield of arms between two wreaths. 

In centre fax deo within ft beaded circle ; around monrta 


I&r&ritc . — 

E 0 HBAlE 3 Tfitfi . 


(pL xviii, 5)* 

4, A half Rupee with device and legends similar to No, 3. 


5. A pattern Rupee, in the British Museum, bearing on the 
obverse a shield of urnis similar to No. 3, and on the reverse c.h. 
1073. 

0. Copper Pice with device nod legends similar to No. 1 and, 
ns Atkins suggests, probably from the same die. The character of 
the letters on the obverse varies somewhat In different coins of 
this type, the legend being blundered in various ways, nml read¬ 
ing, e.'t.y on kt. on h a v. KGiao. gim. A coin of the same type is 
referred to by botJi Thom aa and Atkins, in winch the legend reads 
IIOET. BQUUAV. ANG1.1C, REG. A S) (pi. SVui, 3). 


7 A copper Cash of the year 1378, bearing on the obverse an 
orb and cross inscribed 78, and on the reverse some undecipherable 
native characters, to the interpretation of which 1 have not been 
able to find any clue. 

8 A Farthing of the year 1674, in the British Museum, bearing 
on the obverse carol vs a caw*W), and on the reverse hex hki- 
tannia, re-struck with the die for the silver rupee No. 2, 


9 A lead coin in the British Museum of the year 1678 ?, men¬ 
tioned by Thomas as having types and legends as in the silver 
rupees. 

10 A pewter (Zina) min of the year 1675 referred to by Wejl 
as being of the value of 2 Cash, and having on the observe device 
and legends similar to the rupee No. 3, and on the reverse 21 -j 
(pi, xix, 4). 


1 r«fc \V.nl v. urn..™. Atkins, iu»<Wti mtidu by Mr. EdwnnJ Thwra, F R.iJ,, 
in the /»(*■»" 'AntiiMarg, ISS'i- 
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IT. Silver Coins, bearing on the obverse two C's interlinked, 
and on the reverse the figure of a deity (Vialum ?)* 

Two different sizes of the silver coin of Charles II with the 
linked C’s and figure of a deity, called by Atkins 1 the double uud 
single Fannm, ami of the typo represented On pi. si. 11-12, are 
still met with in the Wears of Southern India. Of this typo 
coins of three sizes, called respectively the double Fannm, Fanani, 
and half Fanam, are mentioned by Weyl, who calls the deity on 
the obverse “tier fiott Swami.” Another type (pi, xv, 8) 
of which the Madras Museum possesses specimens, and which I 
saw for the first time in the British Museum, differing from the 
preceding in the character of the devices, wluek are encircled by a 
ring of dots, w<is also struck. As regards the source from which 
the Panama wore issued, they are attributed by Weyl to the Madras 
Presidency, and Captain TufneU writes 1 :— “It bos usually been 
attributed to the Bombay Mint, though for the following reasons I 
am inclined to think it more probable that it is an issue of Madras, 
coined during Charles’ reign. In tile first place the type of coin 
connects it with the design imjujsed by the Vijoyanagar king on 
the Madras Mint; secondly, it differs entirely From all (lie known 
issues struck at the timo in Bombay ; thirdly, it fits in with the 
IUndn system of the South ; and, lastly, it is occasionally met 
with in this Presidency, while, from inquiries I have made from 
collectors in Bombay, I find that it is rarely, if ever, found there.” 

K3g0. In eoresequence of fruitless negotiation for many years to 
obtain permission from the Native Powers to coin the "country 
money, the Court in 1 688 applied to the King for authority to 
institute a mint for this purpose, and his Majesty (James' II) 
granted a new Charter, dated the 1‘Jth April 1(308* by which all 
the former Charters were renewed and confirmed, and’power was 
given the Company to “coin in their forts any species of money 
usually coined by the Princes of those countries, so that it ho 
made agreeable to the standards of those Princes in weight 
and fineness, and so that they do not coin any European money ; 
mid it is declared that all such money so to* be coined by them 
shall be current in any city, town, port, or place, within the 
limits of the Company’s Charters, but not elsewhere.” Thus 
authorised, tbo Court directed the President and Council of Fort 
St t/eqrgo to take particular care that the coins, in stamps, 
inscriptions, and fineness, should resemble those issued by the 
Mogul at Bajnhmnhl, particularly the rupees, it being of inferior 
moment to offend that sovereign, in this respect, from the war 
which had been resolved on against his dominions. Application 
was, at the same time, to be made to the King of Golcondah* for 


1 Alkmn’ Coins of British PoBseasinna a nil Cohniw^ ISS&. 

3 Joiimiil of Litcnitmu and Sdcnc#, lS8S f ^ 101. 

1 Extracts from m tetter from the Cumphny to Fort Si. Gcorpiv tifut^rl Tendon r 
Mth December 1G/5: 4 An t* the Fiscftah for the Kiiir- of OolcvTidn.li, if it b-=. nr 4 t 
nlrwlj done h we do hope* with ft pm may nbicjn mt liberty to coytw (dKc-r 
Rupcea nod copper Fiee nt tk* Fart, which would h* ft gmt hc&mmixhMvm in 
onrtradu, Eiut in this ftnd till Other Pincmili^ bo nit gpurinjr a* y^n con. ,F 

" InCtmfetiiertcc hiiVintf reealteri from valniTitf tbo Ptagoda f'k S iMUEn^ mad 
Cb- lliirww E*. f^l-i *>ntcr thnt in fritnis- E« account tin- Pn«odft tnj ynEucd j»l 
9 shillings, rnirl ihir RhpVe at Ski., but tbo nuldnn to rtfimTC aa mnt\Y F&afimi 
par fjigoda A| of old. rh . 
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a Phirmaittuiy giving his authority to the Company to coin rupees, 
and other money in the mint at Madras, and that this money 
might bo current in hie dominions; and m aU future treaties 
with the Country Powers, an article was to he introduced^ stipu¬ 
lating that the Company's coin should be allowed to bo current in 
their territories. Tiro Presidency of Surat were* further, directed 
to use such stamps, dies, and tools, as were common in the 
country* and to Issue a coinage, which might facilitate equally the 
administration of the Company's affaire in Bombay, and their 
commercial transact tons at the porta, where corresponding coins 
were current, Infractions were also given ( relative to the mint 
at Madras, that this Presidency should snake use of the country 
stamps and dies* under the King's authority, and coin small copper 
money* proportions of which were to be circulated at Bencoolen. 

A silver Rupee of James II was struck in 1687 p which bears the LGS7. 
following legends ond devices 

O^rwj^r— 

Centre .— pj.3c 

UOi 

Matf in .— bokbaiek&is mojteta, 16S7< 

Anhw.— 

Centre, —Shield, with the araus of the East India Company {pL 
xviii, 4). 

During the season 16S8-9 the Court received information that 1688-0, 
a treaty hod been made with the Moghul, and that Sir John Child 
had negotiated a Provisional Convention with Muohtar Khan, tho 
Governor of Surat, by which the Company were allowed to coin 
money at Surat, in the Moghulfe mint-house; but the Court 
preferred tic ting on the authority given them by their recent 
Charter, of havuigj a mint at Bombay, as this would impress the 
Natives with tho importance of tho place ; and they hoped that, in 
time, they would be able to supply the Bengal market with rupees 
coined at Bombay* or t at any rate, exchange their Bombay rupees 
fur those coined at Surat* which would pass current in Bengal, or 
iu any part of the Moghul's dominions. The Court, on this ocen- 
lion, submitted the question to the consideration of the General p 
whether tho coinage at Bombay ought not to include gold mohura* 
ns tho Company had the Moghul's Ph\rnujund i and the King's 
Charter, to exeroj&e this branch of delegated sovereignty. 

Under the arrangements which were suggested about this time 
for making Bombay the seat of the Regency, Sir John Child was 
ordered to no specially attentive to the out-factories on the Malabar 
coast \ the station at lie t ora h, in the Queen of Attinga’s country, 
was ordered to be fortified, and the factory of TeUichtny strenglh- 
enud. At the latter place wore subsequently minted the silver coins* 
represented on pi. E, 1-2 & pL iii* 2*8* specimens of which in tho 
Madras Museum bear the dates (17J 99 (?) and 1805 respectively. 

A* regards tho former of these coins Captain TufoeH says : 1 44 1 
had always looked upon this 99 as being an abbreviated form of 
the date 1790, hut ...... I have seen a small com exactly 

corresponding to the one here described, but with the date 1801 in 


1 HemItss Journal of Literature and Science, 1B88, p. 192. 
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the exergue, the * 90 ’ still appearing at the top. ” The gold win 
of the type here referred to is contJiined in the collection of the 
Madras Museum (pL iii, 4). 

1688-9, At this period <lt>884>), when the affaire of the Company 
wet® gi'iM?rally unsettled, Fort St. George and Mmlns, which 
had recently Wn made a Corporation by Charter, were m a state 
of tranquillity, the mint was prosperous, and the Company's 
rupees were in considerable request, though, cm account of their 
intrinsic value, they were melted down by the country people, 
under the idea of deriving profit from the solo of bullion. 

1691, I n 1691 the Court ordered the factories at Conimere and 
Cuddulore to be withdrawn, as a purchase had been mode, from 
the Ram lluja, of & new settlement at Tegnapatam nr Fort St. 
David. The gold coin known as the Porto Novo, Scott, Puninki, 
&e., pagoda, [pi. xi, 2] appears, says Dr. Eidie, 1 “to have 
been first struck by the Dutch, and to Slave had an extensive 
circulation. Subsequently it was copied by agents of the East 
India Company, as is evident from the following extract from n 
letter from the Madras Council to the Deputy Governor of Port 
Saint David (near Cuddalore), under date the ‘21st July 160L 1 
« Wo doubt the Dutch will make a clamour at your coining their 
pagodas, and decry them all they can ; however, make the experi¬ 
ment, hut be sum to equal them in all respects both in fineness 
and weight and stamp, and we shall give them all the reputation 
wo can hero and to the southward, and, could you effect it, 
currently it would bo of great service to the Honourable Company 
in their" trade iu those parts, hut if yon foil you must make 
another stamp.'' ® 

1693-5. A copper Cash is referred to by Weyl, and attributed to 
William and Mary, bearing on the obverse the monogram exp¬ 
and on the reverse the date . . 95 {1095 ?) and copper Ftifitce or 
20 cash are mentioned by Atkins, bearing on the obverse an orb 
and cross with tho letters within n radiate border, and on 
the reverse the dates 1693 and 1695, respectively, with a wavy 

line above and below. . . , 

1698, In 1698 the Company acquired a grant from Aitm, grandson 
of Aurungzpeb of Chutanultee Govindporo, and Calcutta, and 
the fortifications at the latter place were raereiiwd, and called lort, 
William Four years later the English East India Company and 
London East India Company, between which there had been 
great rlvEilry daring tho liifit few joelts* omuo to tonus undt i r liio 


■ U ft* p. 61 , pi. ill flg + ai* 

* Fid* Liaratifi'ft Masnal of South Afoot, p. 33, 

* For further in rumntiuit u to the Furto Noro pagoda, boo p. 13. 

* Nutrt on Calcutta from Vnlo anti Btirm"ll p op ciL. 

l(5y!?- H TtitR avariciQtm dtepodtfnn ihe En^llih pllorl wit d p™entB h which in 
if®* Obtained his ptrmlMkp* to jMimbaeo from the Zcialhdar + + - - - . tho town* 
of gootaontty* CaScaitot and, Goomopoxw, with ihcir diaMet* oxtad in& about 
A mill t aJootf ihe easum bank of ifatf dW 1 '—Onn t P npr> . 

l7tli2L ,d Tfci& mnming; wo pmfla'tl bj tSie trw^th factory bolongiDg - to thO 

o|.l Oompuw, Which tw rail „n,l is I* h»r,,Lwr„c building to which 

thoy wen- aildir.H Siurir 'W»»taqiM*."'-FcjWf tNc £«•> by Le Smut 

K.t. 171&. p. 355. , „ , . - , . . _ 

17 *S - Tho atiixw which MlH thither (to Tlufrli) first pa=s by the English 
Lrtdjrc In fV.llewtO', 0 mile* (Buleh milm) lower rlnwh tlum our,, and iFttr ifcht 
tho Fraueh, one Ciileni ¥ p 




title of ''The United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to tb East Indies/’ whoso monogram, V.E I.O., is reproduced on 
many of the copper coins of the last, and early part of tho present, 
century. The London Company agreed to transfer to the English 
Company, inter atia, their rights to nil their several forts and 
factories, within the limits of their Charter, in the East Indies, 
via., the factories depending on the Presidency of Bombay; or 
Surat, Swally, Broach, Ahmedhabar], Agra, and Lucknow ; on 
the Malabar coast, the forts and factories of Carwar, Tellichorry, 
Anjengo, and Calicut; the factories on the coast of Coromandel, 

C in gee and Orixa, depending on the Presidency of Port St, 

George; on Port St, George and tho City of Madras, Port St. 

David, Cm. Ida loro, Porto Novo, Petti plee, HaCulipatam, Mad a* 
poHani, and \ isagapntum ; the fact ones dependent on the Presi¬ 
dency of Port. William, nr Fort William, Ball a sore. Chut arnil tec, 
CoseimbuMr, Dacca, Hughly, Maid a, ltajahmabl, and Patna. 

From the Records of the year 1705 it appears that £15,000 in 1705. 
bullion was sent out, to be coined into rupees at Port St. George, 
ami transmitted to Bengal to clear off all demands, and that 
President Pitt and his Council were censured for having allowed 
the demands of certain native merchants to be paid, with interest, 
without having previously ascertained the frauds, which had been 
committed by them in making up their accounts, and for Loving 
allowed Mr. Til lard to draw on the Court for the amount, nt the 
rate of ten shillings and sixpence, instead of the current rate of 
nine shillings the pagoda. 

Tn his Report iu ITi>7 Sir Nicholas Waite, General, Bombay, 1707. 
stated that the Arrack Parma hud been placed iu the hands of 
Agents, who were to manage them, because, when put up to sale, 
no person offered to take them; that the same method find been 
adopted with the tobacco farms, by which a gain had been made, 
this season of Xeraphius, Concerning this species of money 

tXarephin), which is frequently mentioned in the early transactions 
of the Company, l cannot do better than quote the following 
extracts from “ Hobson-Jobson”:— 

“ Xernphine, Xeruihti, &e. The word in this form represents 
a silver ocun, formerly Current at Goa and several other Eastern 
ports, m value somewhat less than Is. dl. It varied in Portuguese 
currency from 300 to 360 rein. But in this ease as in so many 
others the term is n corruption applied to a degenerated value. 

The original is the Arabic o-i/mtH, (or nhtinft,* noble/) which was 
applied properly to the gold dinar, but was also in Judin, and still 
is occasionally by natives, applied to the gold mohr. 

1498. " And (the King of Calicut) said that they should tell 
the Captain that if ho wished to-go ho must give him 900 Xorifes, 
nnd that soon, and that this was the custom nf that country, and 
of those who came thither.” Retairo dr V , da G., 79. 

1523. “ Antoiiiode Saldanha .... agreed with the said King 
Torus* (Tunin Shdh) .. , that tho said King .... should pay 
to the King our Lord 10,000 Xarutiiis more yeariy .... in all 
25,900 Xartiflne. 

7tndn> da India, Sidmiiog, 79. 

1598. “ The chief and most, common money (at Goa) is called 
I’urdaww XcrapLin. It i* of silver, but of small value. They 
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strike it at Qofip Mid it is marked on am si Jo with the image of 
St. Sebastian, on the other with 3 or 4 arrows in n sheaf. It in 
worth 3 teatoone or 300 Beys of Portugal, more or lew/* 
Linucbotcu (from French ed. t 1 1 ). 

1610 + * Imprimis of Seralftns Kebm\ which he ten Raptes a 
piece, thpre are six tie Leckes/' llmrkhm r iti Ptirc/am i, 2I7 + 

cl 610, l+ Las Euacoa d'or sent ohcmfiiis a vingt-Ginq sola piece.” 
Pyiwd rtt I'jm/ ii, 40. 

el675. “(loins , . + * . of Rajapore* Imaginary coins. The 
Paged is 3J Rupees* 48 Juttuls is oue Paged* 10 and | Larses is 
2 Pagod. Zeraphins 2|, 1 Old Dollar. 

“ Coma and weights in Gr>a . . . The Cnnmto of gold, 12 
Zeraphins* The Zsraphm 5 Tangoes. The Tango, 5 Viutems* 
The FMftoi Lo Basroiiksp whereof 7o mEike a T«nyo t and 60 Bees 
make a Tango.” /'Vf/rr, 20 th 

1727. u Their Soldiers* Pay (at Goa] is very small and ill 
paid. They have but six Xempheeus per month, and two suits of 
Calico, stript or chequered, in a year ... . - and a Xtinipheen is 
worth about sixteen Pence half Pony StcrP .1, // m, i, 249. 

In 1707 the Bengal Council sent to Madras a specimen of the 
new Emperor* RahAdnr Shah's rupee* and desired that all rupees 
coined at the Fort for Bengal might bo made to resemble it, oh 
such coin only would be received or puss in Bengal, whereas at 
the Fort those rupees could not be circulated for fear, as President 
Pitt expressed it, of giving offence to Khan Buksh, tbe apparent 
King. 

During the reign Queen Anne (1702-1714) copper coins 
were struck* bearing on the obverse the monogram lj ^ and on 
the reverse the date. The coins of this type, referred to by 
Weyl, bear the dates 1702,1705, and I7UEL Copper Dtutu or 
Ftilacc 4 Atkins) were also issued, bearing on the obverse an orb 
and cross inscribed with the letters v £ : - within a radiate border, 
arid on the reverse the date, with a wavy line above anil below, 
within a dotted circle. Coins of this type, referred to by Atkins, 
bear the dates 171*2, 1703, 1705, 1706 and I 7UIA A copper Pioc, 
hearing on the obverse the English crown, and on the reverse the 
motto %vsp] i [cm] RF.ois t, asit an noli* is also attributed by 
Weyl to the reign of Queen Anne. 

171 I’M 7. The Company’s presuming to coin money drew down upon 

them* in the reigu of William HI. the high displeasure of the 
reigning Groat Moghul, the Emperor Aurungzeeb, whom they 
had to appease by an explanation. Elphinstone in liis “History 
of India, 17, VoL fi, pp- 555, 6&B mentions that A.D. 1693 Khazi 
Khan was sent to Bombay on this and various alleged delin¬ 
quencies of the Company, “and that they explained their coining 
money in their own king’s nnmo (which wag another complaint 
against them) by stating that they had to purchase investments 
at places, where the Moghuls money did not pass;” 

Marxian in 3iis 2nd VoL of Numismata Oricntalia, n. 663, in 
his series of the coins of the Moghul Emperors of Hindustan, 
states :—" It was in this year of Faimkhsirs's reign (fifth year, A, D_ 
1716M7) that the English Fast India Company obtained fmm 
him (through the agency of Mr. John Surman, factor, and 
Mr, llhUiiLit'jii, Surgeon* with Khojal Serhad* nn Armenian* as 
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linguist) the memorable Finnan or Edict exempting them Emm 
the payment of customs, authorising them to coin money of the 
Empire in the island of Bombay, as had been usual at Chinim- 
pat lift in or Madras, and granting them the exercise of many other 
important privileges/’ In a note Marsden adds “it is dated the 
fourth day of the second month (1129), and in the fifth year of 
the reign (lUth January 1717)^*' 

A translation of it will be found in Fraser's "History of 
Nadir Shah/* p r 45, and the details of many circumstances respect¬ 
ing it in Scott's "History of Aurangzeeb*s successors/’ p. 189. 

Auber in his “ Rise and Progress of British Power In India/ 1 
vol, l. p. 21, gives many particulars of this grant, which, however, 
JnUfier Khan, the Moghul Governor of India, manifested an indis¬ 
position to obey; and, in a despatch from the members of the 
Embassy, dated Oommbu/ar, loth August 1717, they say u we wont 
ourselves to him, and showed him the Fhernumd, and demanded 
the free use of the mint as before advised/* Jdfier put them off, 
as they say *" with a few sweetening words,** and by a despatch of 
the directors, dated Kith February 1721, we find that up to that 
time the matter still remained as it had been; for then write the 
directors: “ By all this we hope you will lay hold of the present 
Opportunity to got the grants confirmed. Emit that of the mint 3r 
The “present ” opportunity was probably the accession of a new 
emperor (Muhammad Shah), and in 172a they had obtained tho 
boon ; for, in a despatch of the Directors, dated 5th December 
1725, they nay; “ For the reasons by you given we permit you to 
rebuild your Silver Mint/* 

In 17 J7 tho Company obtained the bland of Dio, 37 townships 
in Bengal, which gave it the command of the river for 10 mile, 
8. of Calcutta, and had certain villages restored to it near Madras, 
which had formerly been given by the Arcot fuller p and resumed. 
The earliest coins of the Company in the Madras Museum which 
bear a date are a thick copper coin bearing on one side the 
monogram of the Company, and on the other the date 1722, and a 
smaller thin win likewise bearing the monogram, and the date 
1733. Coins of the latter ty]>e were also issued by the Dutch 
Bast India Company, bearing their monogram, Y-0,C. { Verriniglv 
Oxfindisehe Compag^ r>} # to which a letter was frequently added, 
representing the initial letter ol the mint town, e,g, p l 1 (Pulicat) 
ami N (Negapatam), 

The following copper or lead (Zittn) coins are attributed to tho 
reign of George I (1714-1727);— 

1. Lead. Double and single Pice— 

Ob tww. —The English Crown with cur. above, and bomb below. 

Jfcrtra,—The motto Avanoro reois rt silvatvs axollk* 

[pi. rvi, tj 

As regards lend coins of this type (of which the later issues bear 
the dates) struck during the reigns of the Georges, the writer of 
on article in the Numismatic Chronicle remarks s ; “Ending . . , 
gives engravings of a large lead piece from Bombay, which has no 
date, but, from the letters rr,R. on it, he aligns it with probability 
to George L I have a similar coin with the date 1741, weight 


1 VoL iviii, p. .6, 


n 



2G 


1 0 £, 6 grfi. p and Another with date 1771 , weight 15 dwts. 15 grs, and 
1 luive seen two pieces of similar type nnd rental. half their sim 
The coins of 1741 came tu me from Dublin : that of 1771 was 
found a few years since at Kin&oli in repairing a house. These 
three specimens in lend* being of the reigns of George I s II + anil 
1 U T from their succession, would seem to indicate some established 
and continuous purpose. It ia unlikely that anything honorary 
would be st nick in so worthless and easily injured metal as lead ; 
yet, as they all bear the authoritative inscription " AuSpidio Regia 
et Senates Anglin?*” wc may presume, in the absence of any infer* 
motion, that they were current coin . 11 

2 , Copper Bice. Without date— 

Qbrfrttr —The English Crown with o.b. above, and nous bulow, 

Jfrrmrw,—The motto aybI’ICEO heois at uewatvs asolijk, 

3 , Copper Tiee. 1714 — 

Obv«r*tr —ITte Company's bale mark, nnd date 1714 , 

JdfMTfffv—A lion right, u-i Thin a dotted circle. 

Cuius of this type, of three sires, are contained in the collation 
of the British Museum (pL xli, 5 , d + 7 ), 

4 , Silver three, double, tmd single Fannins, presumably struck 
for the Hadiss territories 

OAivra^—ibb and cross inscribedj with the letters within a 
dotted circle. 

An undodpherable Indian inscripHon within a dotted 

cirde. 

# ... OL nx i l t S], 

5, Copper coins with device and legends similar tu No* 4, 

[pi. iis, 3], 

11 In 1726 ,™ sftys Sir Walter Elliot / 1 “ the attention of the factory 
was attracted to the coinage of the rupee- It appears that the 
profits gained at the Madras mint on the coinage of silver had 
encouraged the issue at the native mints at Arc if, St, Thom£, and 
Covelong, of ruf^ees inferior in standard, but of the same nominal 
value* so ns to divert the flow of bullion from the Company's mint 
to their own. Tills led to stringent regulations prohibiting the 
export of bullion from the Factory, and to a reduction of the 
mint charges.™ On tins subject Mr. Wheeler says 1 : “The first 
important matter which received the attention of Governor Macrae 
was that of the coinage of rupees at the Madras mint. It seems 
that the Native chiefs bad awakened to the profit derived by the 
Madras Government from the coinage of rupees; and accordingly 
they had not only set up mints of their own, but, about tills time, 
they contrived to make more rupees out of the same quantity of 
silver, than were made by the Company. For instance out of 
every hundred ounces of silver, the mints at St, Thome and Aroot 
turned out to the merchant Rupee* 266 * annas H ; whilst the mint 
in Fort SL George only turned out Rupee* 257 * annas 7 , Thus 
the merchant obtained nine rupees seven annas more for his 
hundred ounces of silver at St, Tnome and Axcot than he could 
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obtain at Fort St. George. In otter words the Mud™ rupee was 
2 per dent, dearer than the rupee of Areot or of St. ThflmA. The 
consequence wus that the merchants preferred coining their silver 
at the latter mints ; and the Com pan y found its custom decreasing. 
Accordingly Governor Macrae directed Messrs. Pitt, Benyon and 

Emmersou to enquire into the whole matter . It will 

be seen by the following resolution that Governor Macro o endea¬ 
voured to put mat tens to rights; tot—by prohibiting the export 
of silver from the Company 1 * bounds and thus compelling the mer¬ 
chants to ci.iin their silver at Port St, George; 2nd—by lowering 
the Company*s custom I per cent, and the mint charge* J per 
cent-, or altogether 10 rupees jut thousand. Henceforth then the 
custom and chargee at Madras would be 30 rupees per thousand; 
whilst the custom and charges at St, Thome, Areot, and Covelong 
would lie nominally 21 rupees per thousand, but actually 31 
rupees 11 annas per thousand. The original entry will serve to 
render the subject more intelligible. 

” Monday, 8th March 1725, Messrs. Pitt, Bonyon and 
Emmerson deliver in a report of the coinage, together with au 
account of the charges und custom* collected at our mint, and 
those in the country; ns likewise an account of the produce of a 
hundred ounow of silver of the fineness of the mtjee in our and 
St, Thome mints. 

Bb Tlii* matter being fully debated, it was upon the whole 
agreed that no silver except rupee# shall be permitted to be 
exported to any pari of the coast of Coromandel under dually of 
confiscation, half to the informer and half to the Company ; and 
the Secretary do give notice hereof at all the public plauei in the 
town. 

*' As by rhe calculates and reports abovemerttioned^ it appears 
that om rupou is two per cent, dearer to the merchants than lbs 

Thome and Areot rupee, it w«is further argued that we ought 
to find out won method to lessen the charge of coinage, that so 
we may bring if nearer to a par with the country coin ; and it 
appearing that the Brahmins actually indbljitrsc 11 \ rupees per 
thousand, and lhat they must have sum el fling besides for their 
trouble* it was plain their cast am ormld n<>t be reduced above a 
i percents winch not being snJikrieiit, it was agreed to strike otF 
a half per i^ent. likewise from the cue tom paid the Company ; which 
it is hoped will be approved by the Honorable Court of directors 
for the following reasons :— 

" First t that the present charge of coinage being 4 per cent, 
in our mint, and but 21 per thousand in tlio St. Thom4 mint, 
nobody w ill bring any silver to us, but on the contrary carry It 
away thither ; but that when our custom is reduced to three per 
cent -1 the difference will tie so much less that probably w'e may 
have the greatest part of the coinage relum to us* especially since 
our rupee is in greater esteem in the country than theirs, 

vt Secondly t that w p e shall receive order* from Europe in tvro 
yeans ; and if our Honorable Masters shall disapprove hereof, 
which wo cannot believe they will, it may be laid on again. 

Thirdly, that at present the revenue b snnlT to almost 
nothing, so that should no more silver b* coined here than ha* 
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hern for sometime past, the difference will ttf k very inconsiderable m T 
whereas should we hereby roguin the coinage it will be very 
apparently advantageous to the Company. 

“Lastly, that the Company will save i per cent, in the coinage 
of their own silver; which, as wo coin one-third generally o! what 
goes down to the 15ay p will very near if not over compensate for 
the reduction of the custom on other diver. 

These being the causes why it is thought necessary to lessen 
the charge of the coinage it was recommended to the President 
to talk with the mint Brahmins, and bring them to an agreement 
for lowering the charge agreeable to the above resolve t which he 
accordingly promised. 

To the time of George II h who reigned from 1727 to 1760, the 
following copper and load coins must be referred :— 

1 + Copper double Pice. 

Obvertt ,—The English, crown* with o.a. above, and noun below. 

/frr*ro.—The nn>lU> AVaricio heqis et se.\.ytvb a*"0 him and the 

date (pi. ila, &.) 

2 - Copper Pice— 

Gtrvrw,-— ! Hue English Crown, with Q-U- above, and none and tha 
da to below. 

Iitrcrr *?.—The Bale mark of the Lump any. 

3. Copper half Pico with device and legends similar to No- 2* 

4 P Copper quarter Pice oCa similar type, but without the date, 
are referred to by Atkina. 

5. Copper Pice ( TFfyf)— 

Ofovr **.—The Company r G shield. 

Imw,—The dwte 1742 (pi, ax, L, 2.) 

6. Copper Pice. ( Wryi)^ 

tfhwra.—The Company's shield. 

— SHUT. KijMb 1746 (?), 

7. Copper Ficc t bearing the Company's shield on both obverse 
and rovcitc, 

8. Copper Catdi. 

The Bale ni&tk of the Company, 

JFfrtiTj#.—The date (pi. i, 2 P 4.) 

The earliest date on coins of this type in the Madras Museum 
is 1733* 

lb Copper Dwh* or Ftflua? (Atkins)— 

Q&ttrtf.—i Orb and cross inscribed with the let tom °£* within a 
radiate border. 

Jbwfr,— 1 The date, with a wary line above and below, within a 
beaded circle, [pL i t 6* 7, &]. 

10. CcpperTialf Fahioe of the same iy^cTm No. 9. 
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1L Lead doable Pice, 

t/Aturfc,— The English vrawiLj with o,n. above, and aoilB below. 

Jfrl'ffjft-The llll xl Lu A VSI'ICIO UK/Jls fcIT SE.VA'fVS ASOll.T., Iklld the 

date, [pi- xri, 8.] 

12, I^ad Pice of the same type els No* I 1. 

The following extract from ihv notice of ll Meeting held on 
Saturday* oik September L73lj, throws light on the origin of the 
“ M. Pagoda.” +N At that Meeting the President observing to the 
Board what is recommended in the last general letter concerning 
the badness of pugodtuq desires this a flair may now be taken 
into consideration, and that the Assay M:uu<r may be sent for to 
ats&ist with his advice. Mr, Weston was accordingly culled in, 
and acquaints us that the pagodas grow daily worse; and that 
some ho tried in May last were uo better than eighty-three and 
a hall touch; whereas they ought to lie of the value of the 
Negnpatam paged ilk, which is eighty-Eve and three-quartern, 
T he Board taking into consideration the danger the Company's 
rotate is in, and ihnt commerce must inevitably suffer if this un¬ 
certain money circulates longer unsuspected ; and that, though 
we defer taking proper measures to prevent this abuse ot present* 
at taut there will be ail absolute nmfcrity to do it (may be, when 
it will give u much greater shock to trade) ; and likewise tu> time 
can be so proper m when the Company's fflteh is so low as now 
by the large draught sent to the B-iy by Urn “Cadogam” Wo 
therefore come to tlie following resol uliou, in order to secure the 
Company's estate, which we hope will be sufficient to open the 
eyes of everybody else, who must otherwise be undone by their 
credulity. 

‘-That a new pagoda be coined of equal weight and fineness 
with the Nejrapatfim pagoda* and with the same btajup, only dis- 
tingmshed with the letter M on each side the image - t which shall 
be current in nil branches of the Company's burin w* f and that no 
other sort shall be paid or received* except in the Northern invest¬ 
ments, where the old Madras pagoda is only current. But os this 
resolution cannot bo put in practice till wo huve a supply o! gold 
from China and eWwhere to make a circulation, we declare that 
I hie order of the Board shall not be in full force till the Find of 
May ensuing ■ when we Eire in hopes the Eastern ships w ill be 
returned, and the merchants have sufficient time to coin tlio gold 
they purchase into the abovesuid EjKK.de ; which ‘were we to insist 
upon before a supply arrives, they mutt be obliged to melt down 
the present coins, and be considerable losers in giving it a new 
stamp.” 

li From these extracts,” says Sir ’Walter Elliot, 1 “ compared, 
with the infonuation of the Dew&n, it appears Lhat these VaLshnava 
Mm were struck at the same time by the English, the Portuguese 
itnd perhaps the Dutch, as well as by the NawAbs of Aicot, and 
though Waring the same name* were not confined to the same 
mints. Thus the S?ar f Kurttki and Porto Ifcm were struck 
equally at the factory and the NawAb'a mints, the latter being 
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situate, awarding to the Factorv records, at Areot, St, Thom£ 
and CuYdong, but according to the Dewtiu at A root , Tlruviumr, 
and Porto Soto* By St. Xhomi and Covelong tiro probably 
meant the obscure village of Tinivaniur. The Pvrto Noto hutta 
] apprehend to have been first produced by the Europeans at 
that place, whence it came to be also designated us Feriughipet. 
When the influence id the Portugueae on the Coromandel coast 
was einumscribed by the Dutch and the Muhammadans* the mint 
appears to have pawed into the hand* of the Nawab, who eon- 
tinned to issue Aunt under the name of Porto Now, Frritujhipet^ 
Nrgrtfwiam (where had also brum a Portuguese Factory), and 
afterwards of Scot pmjothtx, BucLunan found in ISiiO that at 
Pilghit H the account s were kept in Fmutftf or Por to jVVro pug&Ia* 
or varahuna ; pttdomvm 1 commonly called vir riya farntms, and 
™*A| ,P and that there \vu& a profit in bringing Porto AVo jHtgodtM 
from DJidrapuram in CbimlkiLore to P£LgMt* and carrying back 
nr rdtfd faiums, 1 * 

1743, The following letter from Mr. Sidney Fused.l p dated Fort SL 
George, Idth August 1743, furnishes us with a description of the 
process employed in the coinage of money in the Madras Mint at 
that time: — 

u Honorable Sir and ftirs, 

ik lth a great concern to me to observe by an extract of the 
General Letter from England, that the Honorable Company should 
have the least shadow of reason to suspect that I have been anv 
way negligent in rny duty towards them - for I do assure your 
Honors, that I have at all times usee! my utmost rare and diligence, 
as much as in me lay, to keep the man tars to their weight and 
standard in all the moneys that have been coined since my time 5 
ami tied I never discovered any attempt to sidultorate the coin, 
hut in (hw affair of Rangujn with which X took cure to acquaint 
this Honorable Board. 

** The methods of coinage in the To war of London differ 
much from what is used here ; it being impossible to adulterate 
the gold and silver there after the Assay Master has tried them, 
Lung cost into burs, before the assays are taken. Those bars 
afterwords run through Hatting mills, the money cut out with an 
engine, milled and stamped, but no mute melted. The constant 
method hare has been, first to melt the gold or silver, and break 
it into small grains or powder; the muster is taken by the Asscy 
Master; after which {if of the proper standard), the grains or 
powder La distributed among a great number of coolies in several 
work-houses or godowus; who weigh every rupee and pagoda 
separate, and afterwards deliver them to other coolies to melt. 
Different persons revive them to flat* and others to stamp. By 
which method of working, your Honors must bo very sensible, 
that, if it wag not for some confidence which must b© put 111 the 
undertakers, and the fear of punishment in such as should be 
detected, my utmost tare and vigilante could not prevent from 
adulterations. The only cheek upon them* and what X frequently 


1 Pudomeni, tiRmfyia# m* caiinsre, §43 called m cofUrii-dMmeiitj-ti lo tho 
mufti or SLici^uL ™nug^ 
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make use of after the first triu1 a is to take muster of their moneys 
iii their presence to assay after it is fiuLah&ii, to let them sec I 
huve ei v/ut el if ul eyo over them. 

4: What 1 have Eilrtudj^ saidt with the present flourishing state 
of the mi nt t will 1 humbly hope induce my llnnnruble Masters to 
believe that I have not been any way negligent in my duty 
hiLliertOj and shall take my utmost care that they have no cause of 
complaint in future. 

4 *I niD p 

“ Honorable Sir and Sinn, 

" k Your most obedient and humble Servant, 
"SlON«t Fox all” 

Writing in 170-1 concerning the met hud employed incoming 
money at the Bom buy Mint at thnt time lieutenant Moor says: 1 
bt IHppoo, from lm coins being regularly stricken and milled, must 
have a regular die, which is an apparatus unknown in other parts 
of India, In Bombay there is no meduimcal process either for 
ascertaining the value of tbo {idee, or of giving it the inipras- 
fiion. The manner is as follows: the metal m brought to the 
mint in bars the size of the little finger, where a number of persons 
seated on the ground provided with scales and w eights, a hammer, 
and an instrument between a ehissel and a punch ; before each 
man's birth is fixed a stone by way of iumL The bars are out 
into pieces, by guess, and if, on weighing, any deficiency is 
found, a little particle is punched into the intended rupee ; if too 
heavy, a piece is out off* and so until the exact quantity remains* 
These pieces are then taken to a second person, whose whole 
apparatus consists of a hammer and a atone anvil, and he batters 
them into something of a round shape, about seven-eight!is of an 
inch diameter, and on eighth thick ; w lien they are ready for the 
impression. The die is composed of two pieces* one inserted 
firmly into the ground, the other, about eight inches long* is held 
in the right hand of the operator, who squatting on his heels (the 
posture in which all mechanics and artists work; the post on - ', in¬ 
deed, in which every thing Is done in India, for if a man has a 
dram given him, he finds it convenient to squat upon his heels to 
drink it), fills his left hand with the intended coins, which he 
with inconceivable quickness slips upon the fixed die with his 
thumb and middle finger, with hi a forefinger as dexterously re¬ 
moving them when his assistant, a second man with a mall, has 
given it the impression, which he docs as rapidly as he can raise, 
and strike with the mall on the die held in trio right hand of the 
coiner. The diameter of the die is about an inch and a half, in¬ 
scribed with the Great MoghuYfl names, titles* date of the Ilojra, 
his reign, but as the coins are not so large, they do net* 
consequently J receive all, nor the same impression. The rupee in 
then sent to the treasury, ready for currency* os do milling* or any 
farther process is thought necessary, 11 

In IT ¥2 a grant of liberty to coin Arcot rupees was given to 
the Company, and the following is a translation of a Suunud under 


] Ximtive wf Liule'i Detachment, m&tr li, 490 r 500. 
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flip seal of Nabob Sadutulln Khan Bahadur, Subah of Arwt, dated 
tiie 4th November 1742 

“ To the Mutassdar of the country of Chonimpatnam and 
Sircar of Trippasoor, belonging to the Carnatic of Golcondali and 
to their auccfiseors. a 

■+ Bait known unto all men that from the beginning of the year 
Ymly 1152, J ha^e ordered a mint to be erected to coin pago- 
das and rupees in Chiiidadrepottuh, belonging to Cliiuiiapatnnm ; 
and the same to bo under the power of Mr. Hen yon, Governor of 
Chetinn patnrirn, for tlm Company. Wherefore do yon let the said 
Governor have and enjoy for the f onipuny all tlio customs that 
nmv arise in the said mint. Observe tills as a strict tnuieed and 
perform it accordingly. Doted Ramazan 17th in the 25tb year of 
the reign of the Great Mogul Mahomed Shall.” 

Trumhtinn of the content* written on tie: bork of the foregoing 
Sunn ml- —” Ordered that a mint may hi- erected in Clundadrec- 
pflttah belonging to Chiimapatnnm for coining jwigodos end rupees, 
and it may he commenced from the beginning of the year lusty 
liri'2, and' to be under the power of Mr, Beuyun, Governor of 
Cbeiuuipatnam, for the Company, i t 

II His Eioelleimy’e order by hie handwriting La to draw a 
8tmnnd to the follow ing purpose: 

** * Tlmt Andiappah Naict, Duhaeh of the Governor of Chenim- 
patnam, represented that tho Governor desires liberty to erect a 
mint in Chindadreepettoh belonging to Chennapotnfini for coining 
pagodas, rupees, &c„ and that wo should free them From paying 
im the customs arising thereby, and let the same be applied to 
the said Governor for the Company : a suiiand is granted for 

that purpose.” , , _. 

Entered in the Book Mlth Moon Ramazan, m the 25th year of 
the reign of the Great Mogul Mahomed Shah, which is the 4th 
November 1742. 

In 1746 a French Hoot, commanded by 1J» Bourdonnaw 
arrived off Madras, which surrendered, but was restored to the 
English by tho treaty of Ais-laX'bapello two years later. 

1756. l7 5 g sirAj-oii-daula (Surajfth Dowlali), then a youth of 

onlv eighteen years, marched upon and took. Calcutta with a 
large army, hut the city was retaken by Clive and Watson at 
the beginning of the following year. “ The establishment of an 
independent coinage in Bengal/’ says Ending, 1 “ was of Inter 
date than at the other presidencies. For some time subsequently to 
their purchase of the tomindary of Calcutta, the only indulges* 
grrmtHHl to the Company was the privilege of Laving their bullion 
coined at the mints of the Nawab of Bengal, which were at Patna, 
Dacca, and Murehedahad. After the capture of Calcutta o right 
to establish a mint of their own was one of the stipulations hi tho 
treaty with Sutsj-iid-DouU, dated fth February 1 >5i. 

In 1753 Clive was appointed by tbs Court of Directors the first 
Governor of all the Company’s settlements in Bengal. After a 
way which continued fitfully for many years, Colonel (afterwards 
£ir Eyre) Cooie won the decisive victory of Waadewosh over the 


1 Op. cit = r to!. H* P- 
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Freuek General Lolly and invested Pondicherry, which e 4 pif. 1 i- 
luted in 1781. 1 

In the year 1760 George Ill came to the throne, if any of 
the cins struck during Ms long reign (17 60-1826) ere still 
met with in large numbers in the bazaars, but the following copper 
end bind coins are worthy of special reference on account of 
their scarceness:— 

L Copper Double and Single Pice. 

oit&rsti —The English crown, with a-B- above* and bomb 
and the date below, 

Ifaxrtt ;—The Bale Mart of the Company, (pi xv r 1). 

2 . Copper half Pice. Of the same type as No* 1. 

3. Bombay Pice. 

Ofctr** :—The Bale Mark of the Com pony, 

Mmrw :—I pice Bombay, and the dale (1773 sad 1777 ). 
(pL iv% 3), 

4. Cc half Pice, 



Obvrrte —The Bole Mark of the Company, 

M&tffM* | (pL xix, 9). 

5, Lead double Pico. 

Ob writ :—*The English crown, with g,b. above* and boms 
below. 

Ibr#r&* :—The motto aysficio beats ft senates axalib, and 
the date. 

0 + Lead Pice- Of the same type as No, 5, 

7, Lend half Pice, 

flj^n#j“The Bala Mark of the Company* 

Ernst** :—i racs* (pi* XXX, 10), 

8. Lend quarter Pice* Of the same type as No. 7, but with 

the value i- 

9* Copper quarter Pice, 

Qwvrif:—<r.O. 1813, 

Bm%M : —ft | cfl 


(pi. n T 3). 

10, C* . Two Aimiu. 



OkrtrriB : —Patna post two an nab and the date. 
Enter*e :—Valine of the coin m Persian. 

11* Copper* One Anna, 

Same os No. 10, except the value use anna. 

(pt iv, S), 


1 Notea on PtoijdictiTry frtm YoJS and EnnwH* op, cit* 

kl Pocdicliunf^i Thia name of whftt ia now th& ehipf Prtwnh aett^mflat in 
India, ia Piwi4-r^fWT£ h 1 New Town,* more correctly Ptidw*vm, C*P. 

UlpowiL liowertr uya it its F^KA£rtf t 1 New Tank , 1 Tbs luUiToa aoinctitactf 
wriio it Phalrhen,^ 

17 H 0 -. Hl An Ergfljih officer of rank, Goncrd Coots, who wns amflquilled simony 
hp« ^ompficn in nbilitj ftml sipsrisnw in War, and who hul fh'qaeuilv fought 
with Ihf* French of Fhoolehcrt in tht KareuaiJt, unit hud m ofton gained the 
Victory over ihem ...... ,a B. ofr. Na£k t £13. 


E 
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Ob the 15th of Jmuuwf 1763 Major Cumae, who commanded 
the English forces,, marched against the prince,, SbAh Alum, and 
attacked and beat him. MIe pursued the prince very closely fur 
some days, till the latter found himself hj stTaightened, that he 
offered to throw himself upon the protection of the English, which 
wo* accepted, and on the 5th of February bo joined the English 
camp, and proceeded with them to Patna. Tha pro vinca of 
Allanab&d, including the district of Corah, estimated at the yearly 
revenue of twenty-two locks of rupees, was aligned to him in 
guarantee by the Company ; and, in addition, to render his estab¬ 
lishment splendid, the British Governor, in behalf of the Com¬ 
pany, agreed to pay into his Majesty's treasury the annual sum 
of twenty-ids lacks of rupees from the revenues of Bengal.” * 1 

Describing a rupee of SMh Alum struck its 1176 (A,D 1763-3) t 
and bearing on one side the inscription 

* l b truck at Calcutta in the 4th year of the auspicious reign,” 
Morsden saya:* u This rupih was evidently struck at the period 
when Shdh Alum! after the defeat of his army, consented to place 
himself under the protection of the English Government, and to 
receive an assignment of certain revenues for his support. It is 
perhaps the earliest that expresses the name of Calcutta, and its 
weight accords with the regulated standard. The work is credit¬ 
able to the new mint." 

1765* 1765 it was agreed by th* articles of a Treaty and Agree¬ 

ment concluded between the Governor and Ouncil of Fort St* 
Wiltiam on the part of tho English East India Company and 
the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowla “ that the books of the Circar shall 
always be kept, and the business conducted at Hoor&hetiahad, and 
that shall m heretofore be the scat of my government, and wherever 
I (Nabob Nudjum. ul Dowla) am, 1 consent that an English 
gentleman shall reside with me to transact all affairs between mo 
and the Company, and that a person of high rank shall also reside 
on my part at Calcutta to negotiate with the Governor and 
Council- 

u I will cause the rupees, coined in Calcutta, to pass in every 
respect equal to the Siceos* of Moorshedabad, without any de¬ 
duction of Batta; and whosoever shall demand Batta shall bo 
punished, The annual loss on coinage, by the fall of Batta, on 
the issuing of the new Biceas, is a very heavy grievance to the 
country ; and after mature consideration, I will, in concert with 
the Governor and Conned, pursue whatever may appear the beat 
method for remedying it. pp 


1 Frankie] lil’p tfiPtorj ftf ihfr HripfB of SliAh Alum, p, 2& r 
: Orient-, 1925 , pi. ii. p £77- 

1 cm | be word; Slwu from Volf and numoEJ, op. m't, 

M Thra terra St&ra faikkhfl. Fmm Arab- *ikka T ‘a coining die/—and 'cotnrtl 
IncmOy/ —wbenc# P* $i*ka z&dvn faj c^En) , , , T T >. /' 

M ITq. vrn lt tunnirsd 25,000 Siren* for fliijaruftM.!/'—M. 3 . h 

April 4. 

170S- 11 Lei roapicu RErca rntonl | B4ng&?e 30 iaH. 1 *— Zvitii+f. £55, 

1773 “ In the 2nd Tfli-nf. I77JF. firo tTjTliiy,, M*rcb. Ctlii r 1 Jadfunent vtn pro- 

nounerd for tho fitaintHf- Unmngei fiftT thonmnd Sier* ruprefl,” 
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On the 12th of August 1785, the Emperor Shih Alum granted 
to the Company ,L the iJewntnw of the provinces of Bengal, Behar 
mid OriRsa asa free gift in<l ULtumgau, without the inhumation 
of Euiy other person, and with an exemption from the payment of 
the customs of the iJewaneo, which used to bo paid by the Court 

Tt 

In 1765 pattern gold ranhurs* half, and quarter mohnifl* were 
struck} W&ritig on the obverse a shield end the inscription ksg- 
lisii ka.at t mm a compaxy, and on the reverse the inscription 
Bombay 1765* These pattern pieces (pi- xx, 4) 1 have seen in 
tho collections of the British Museum and Mr. 11+ Montagu. 

In 1770 a pattern gold motor wan struck, hearing on the obverse 
the inscription bqkhay 1770 15 kih*, and on the revere* a Persian 
inscription. (pi* xx* 5.) 

In 1767 commenced the first of the Mysore wars, of which the 1767, 
last terminated with the capture of Seringapatam and death of 
Tippoo Sultin in 17tH>. The interesting fact is mentioned by 
Lieutenant Moor 1 with refereuoe to a Bombay half pica coined 
in .England for the use of the island* on which is tin* Honorable 
Company *s murk, that 11 this mark is put upon every tiling that the 
Company send to India, and Tippoo* seeing it on their musquets, 
has imitated it On his; and on the butt, lock* barrel* and bayonet, 

%* ths mark, in which, instead of v-K.i.c t L rated ludia Cowi- 

pftntfy we see IZjftfr, TippOO f s father's name, in Persian. He put it 
also upon his cannon." 

In his work u The principles of money applied to the present 
sEate of the coin of Bengal, 11 Sir James Stcmirt says: “ It has been 
observed that this coin, called gold molitira, had been formerly 
. coined at Delhi, of the same weight and fineness with the Sicea 
rupee of Bengal and other countries of Hindustan; but Jhat they 
passed conventionally, having no tugal In 1766 ,,,.. 

it was proposed as an expedient for augmenting the currency of 
specie to make a coinage of gold and the directors of this 

operation, pitching upon fifteen Areot rupees as the value of one 
gold mohur, instead of estimating the value of these fifteen Aroot 
rupees by tho fine metal contained in them, estimated them by 
their current value, which was above the proportion^ of thetr 
intrinsic worth. Not satisfied with this first deviation. from 
principles, they added to the mohur (already over-rated in its 
proportion to the fifteen silver Axeot rupees) no less than 8 
per cent, extra denomination* entirely arbitrary. So when this 
gold currency came abroad, it proved to bo no less than Id per 
conk worse in payments than silver rupees of Bengal* Madras* 
Bombay, and Surat. 

" H The people of that country (Bengal) had been bo long ac¬ 
customed to silver coin, that they never would, except when forced 
to it, receive the mohairs in payment. So the Company was 
obliged to make a new regulation in IIf>9 T little better than tho 
former. At last the gold currency fell altogether to many per 
cent, below its intrinsic value.” 


1 Narrtrtire tif liUle'H Dtftflchcnpnt, App- P- plr tl* H 
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In his ' Voyages to the East Indies 1 1. Splinter Stavominni, 
Hear Admiral in the service of the States Oeutr&l, says 1 of the 
coinage of Bengal, winch presidency he visited between the years 
1768 and 1771 ; “The only current coins in Bengal, and the 
whole extent of Indodan y are gold and silver mpece. All 
foreign gold and silver, whether coined or in bullion* is carried 
to the mint, and transformed into rupees, which are stamped with 
Persian letters instead of any portrait or arms. They decrease 
every year in value, and at the end of nine years tho nice® 
rupees are taken at the same rate as A reef rupees,. When the 
rupees first come from the mint, they are called «i>cb rupees of 
the first year* Those which are coined at Mmrahedabitd are the 
current com in which the trade of the Company is carried on, and 
by which all the other rupees in eircuktion here are reduced* It 
is divided into sixteen annm; ita intrinsic value in Dutch money 
is one gilder, four stivers and a half, and it is taken in the 
Company’& books at twenty-five stivers; but in Indian currency at 
thirty-one stivers and a half, for which it is current at Mott&ip- 
It k the money of account, according to which the value of 
the other rupees is calculated at a discount or agio, which ia 
called kitta, of from six to twelve per cent., which undergoes 
continua! fluctuations, by the management of the money-changers. 
The Arc&t rupees, which are coined by the English at Arc&t y 
and by the French at Pondicherry f go for thirty sti vers, yet the last 
are reckoned from one to three per cent, better than the former. 
The gold rupee, which h called mohnr t is worth fifteen silver 
ticai rupees, * 

“ Halves, fourths, eighths, and sixteenths of rupees are likewise 
coined \ the last, as above said, are called an nm* 

“ Copper coin is not seen in Bengal. For change they make 
use of the small sea-sheila called cowries, 1 eighty of which make 
a poni f and sixty or sixty-five pomf, according as there are 
few or many cowries in the country, make a rupee. They come 
from the Maldtte Inlands, The money-chaDgers sit upon all the 
bazar* with quantities of them to furnish the lower orders with 
change for the purchase of necessaries. One hundred thousand 
rupees make what is called a ktek> and one hundred, lacks or ten 
millions of rupees a crore. ff 

As regards the coinage current at Surat Stavorainus says : * 
“ The coins that are current here are of gold, silver* and copj^er. 


1 Ed. t«mdBn h 17SS, voL i, p. 400, 

3 Kottt On Dowries frem Vole and Barn elk *P- fll? - 

17 ^ 3 , v Our Haunblfi Masters having px press ly dirtctfll Irfl toDi of cWttM 
to be kiJrn In each of their ship* hrtmewrtrd bofUtfJ, we ordrrnd LhH Secretory Hi 
prepare n protest Captain Cooke for P, L fuiin^ IQ Lake acy (ffl byerd tho 

jblEdiril Yurnon. hp M. JLoflj/. 4l, 

J7S0* 41 Wd am informed that a c&pper coinage is Hew on tho carpet ---ft 

will bo Of the ftroatcit n*0 IO the public. arid will totally abelieh the trade of 
^»irri^ r which for a ri mi? he a formed ho GXttfilivft ft ft el d for deception and 
fraud," Hiek/a 

1&03, H I will continue to pny wJtbonfe deimar, to Ike said Government, an 
my animal |ic*knili or tribute UOOOldiuMof ecu idea in thn 1 *? ipptaTtnouti aa 
herein b«W/' Treaty tfajaffflumf by the Itnjah of Kitta Kronybur, ft 
tributary aebordinoto to Cuttack, Iftth December ISO®. 

* Up nit a T(i iii- P- 8 
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The coin of gold of the country is the n ohar^ which is gold of 
twenty-three camt; it goes here for fifteen silver mj-iew, though 
its value is not constantly the same, but is settled according as 
gold is at a high or at a low price. All foreign gold Coins are 
only taken according to their weight and intrinsic value. 

“ Ducats are likewise met with here, but no one is obliged to 
receive them in payment contrary to hi* inclination a t they are 
distinguished into throe sorts : the Venetian ducats, which arc 
worth from 4| to 4-ft* rupees, or f. C-7 to 8 stivers; nil other 
European ducats* to which they give the appellation of images 
and which are current at from 4| to 4 fa rupees, or f 0-3 to 5 
stivers; and the third or last sort* those of Vomlanfinop/e or 
Bfamb&uli) nmong which arc comprehended all other Turkish, 
Arabian* and Persian dueata* and which goat from 3 v to 3} jj 
rupees* or f, 5-10 to 18 stivers. The value of these coins is 
lowered or enhanced in pro]Kjrtion as more or less gold is imported. 

M The silver rupee is the standard coin of the country, tho 
only one which is struck in the empire of llinJostnn* and is 
current all over it; its real value in Dutch money is scanty four 
and twenty stivers, hut here, among the Europeans, it is calculated 
at thirty stivers; every rupee contains sixteen atwat r but thq 
calculation by aitnat is not so common here as in Bengal; tho 
fractions of rupees arc generally settled by piles, which is the only 
copper coin here* and of widen, more or fees go to a rupee in 
proportion as copper is at rt low or at a high price ; when I was 
at Surat* sixty-four pic# were given for a rupee ; it is said that 
there are also leaden pice t but I saw none of them. 

if In the same way as dowries arc made use of in as the 

lowest medium of exchange, almonds* which arc called arm 

employed for that purpose hero; the comparative value whereof 
is* as may easily be conceived* more liable to variation than any 
other representative medium. 

li No other money is current here* and all foreign coins are 
taken according to their weight and assay ; but the Mexican dol¬ 
lars* or pieces of eight* known among the natives by the appel¬ 
lation of rrtai lakria, most, if weight* contain seventy-three tcaufo : 
their value is uncertain* running from f~ 318 to f, 324 per 
hundred* and some times, but seldom, a little higher.” 

A double rupee, bearing the date iw [AJJ, 17 BO), is described 
by Morsden 1 bearing on the obverse tho inscription 

and on tho reverse the inscription 

yf* 

11 Struck at Mechli-paitan {Mosulipatam) in the 21st year of 
the auspicious reign*” concerning which he says: 11 This extra¬ 
ordinary coin presents a still more unaccountable anomaly than 
any that has yet been noticed in the produce of the Anglo-Indian 
Mint. The numeral characters for the year 1194 are distinct, and, 
with due regard to consistency, it is of the 21st year of the reign* 
which can be no other than that of Shaft Alum* But it bears tho 


1 VuiaumiLt Oruint.j 102k p^ri ii ? p G&3. 
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name (and his onlyi of Ahtm-gtr ; being either that of his father, 
who reigned uot q Elite six years, and was put to death in 117a, 
or of the great Auren$«n£b t who died in 1118. Whether this 
discreditable anachronism proceeded from inattention or design, 
it would now be difficult to ascertain. The piece is a well 
executed double rupih, eonicd at a city within the English furisdla- 
1792* (, tion on the Coast of Coromandel, usually named Mftsulipatam* ” 

In the years 1792—1 the following proof copper coins,, which 
never came into oiroulntion t were struct:— 

1 ami 2. Pice and Half Pice. 

Ohotm i —The Bale mark of the Company with the date 1792 
below- 

Smne :—A tsalance with the word J-“ between the scales. 

These coins are hexagonal in shape, 

3, Ohrer$a and JfrrrwThe Persian legend ^ 

in the centre within a thick rim moused English east ikdia 
COMPANY* 

The edge is inscribed with the legend English united east 
INDIA COMPANY* (pL XX, G). 

A r Gfrwrw : —The crest ol the Company with the value 46 to 
<iNK rupee and the motto Atrspicin eeojk et senatvs axgli.e 
incused upon a thick ritu. 

B&&r*e :—Similar to So. 3. 

No. 5. Qbceftti 'The Bale mark of the Company with tho date 

1791 below. 

Reivne without a thick rim, or English 
legend.. 

1793, In 1793 a regulation was poised, by which the gold and 
silver coin in Bengal, Behar t and Orissa was reformed, and the 
currency of any gold or silver coin in those provinces, but the 
nineteenth sun gold mohur, and their respective division into halves 
and quarters was prohibited. 

In this regulation it is stated that "upon the mint* at Patna, 
Dacca, and Moorshedabad being withdrawn goon after the com¬ 
mencement of the Company J s administration p the proprietors and 
farmers of land in the Interior parts of the country, who wero 
bound by their engagements to pay the public revenue in sicca 
rupees, experienced considerable difficulty in obtaining those rupees 
from the coinage of them being confined to Calcutta, at which 
place the only mint that remained in the provinces was established ; 
they were, in consequence! compelled to collect the rents from tho 
ryots in the species of sonant, or other old rupees, of which there 
happened to bo the greatest number in their respective districts, 
and which they were permitted to pay into the public treasuries 
at a fixed exchange* In consequence of the ryots being re¬ 
quired to pay their rent in a particular sort of rupee, they of 
course demanded it from the inamifocturers in payment for 
their grain or raw materials; whilst the manufantur> rs r actnoted 
by similar principles with the ryots, required the same spades of 
rupee from the traders who came to purchase their cloth or ether 
commodities. The various sorts of old rupees, accordingly, soon 
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become tho established currency of particular districts ; and, as a 
necessary oonBequeriioe* the value of each napoo was enhanced in tho 
district in which it was current* from being in demand for atl 
transact ions. As a further consequence* every Other sort ofrupees 
brought into the district was rejected, fcim being a different 
measure of value from that by which the inhabitants had become 
accustomed to estimate their property ; or, if it was received* a 
discount waa exacted upon it T equal to what the receiver would have 
been obliged to pay upon exchanging it at the bouse of ft shroff 
for the rupee current in the district* or to allow upon passing it 
in payment to any other individual Thus if a sicca rupee ol the 
nineteenth auii p which is intrinsically w^orth about seven per cent, 
Tuont than an Axeot T wits offered in payment in the Dacca Pro¬ 
vince, it was either refused* or received nearly at the same value 
ns &u Arcot; whilst the holders of Arcots, or other sorts of 
rupees, who carried them into districts ilk which they were not 

current were subject to similar loss.. The money-changers nro 

the only description of people who derive any benefit from this dis¬ 
ordered state of the coin. The loss falls upon Government and 
the public at large* and must be perpetual, unless the various *dd 
mid counterfeit rupees now current in the different parts of the 
country can bo thrown out of circulation* and one species of 
rupee made the general standard measure of value in all trans¬ 
actions between individuals and between Govern moot and its 
subjects. The sbea rupee of the nineteenth sun is the established 
coin of the country, and the rupee in w'hichtbe public revenues are 
payable. It waa with a view to render il the gonend measure of 
value, that Government determined, in the year 1773, that all 
rupees coined in future should bear the impression of the nine¬ 
teenth sun year of reign of the Sh&h Alum, and no other 
species ol rupee (with the exception of some A roots) has since been 
coined in the Calcutta Mint. The rupees of the eleventh* twelfth* 
and fifteenth sun were indeed directed to be consul fired current 
equally with the nineteenth suti sicca rupee ; but this wu a tern- 
pi.mry measure, intended to be continued in force only until there 
should be a sufficiency of the nineteenth sun rupee intro- 

thtced into circulation preceding remarks evince, that it 

h in the interest of individuals of every description* except the 
money-chan gcrSj to co-operate with the Government to fender the 
nineteenth &un sicca rupee generally current p and the standard of 
value throughout the country. Among the measures considered 
necessary to effect this import ant object* the following were the 
principal; First, to direct the officers employed in the provision of 
the investment* and manufacture of salt, and all commercial 
transactions of the Company* to make their agreements with indi* 

vidimls for sicca rupees of the nineteenth sun-n..Secondly* to 

oblige individuals to estimate their property by the nineteenth 

win sicca rupee.,,.._Thirdly, to prohibit the receipt of any 

rupees, excepting si&cas of the nineteenth sun, at the public 

treasuries after the date above alluded to..Fourthly, to 

establish mints at the cities of Patna, Dacca* and Moorsheilabad* 
to eoin precisely the same rupee as that struck at Calcutta.. 

By the operation of those rules the various sorts of old and light 
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rupees must, La course of time, fall to their intrinsic worth com- 
pared with the sicca of the nineteenth sun, as they will produce 
no more in the mint, and to which they will necessarily he brought 
to be converted into riccas, ns they will be nowhere passable or 
in demand as coin, from being nowhere a measure of value* The 
rules by which the gold coin hn* been regulated have been pro¬ 
ductive of evils, similar to those which have prevailed with regard 
to the silver coin. Under the native administration, and until the 
year 1766 the gold piohur was not considered as a legal tender of 
payment in any public or private transaction, nor was the number 
of rupees for which it was to pass current ever fixed by the 
Government It was struck for the convenience of individuals, and 
the value of it in the markets fluctuated like other eoounqditles, 
silver being the metal which was the general measure of value 
throughout the country. In the year 1766, the value of the gold 
Min with respect to the silver was first fixed, and the former coin 
declared a legal tender of payment . A gold mohur was struck and 
ordered to pass for fourteen sicca rupees. But as this coin (calcu¬ 
lating according to the relative value of the two metals) was much 
below the worth of the silver in the number of rupees for which it 
was ordered to pass, it wzis found impossible to render it current, 
and it was accordingly called in, and a new gold mohur, being 
that now current, was issued -in 17tit>, which was directed to pats 
a legal tender of payment lor sixteen sicozi rupees. The intrin¬ 
sic worth of this coin wag estimated to be equal to the nominal 
value of It, or ns nearly go ns was deemed necessary to render it 
current at the prescribed rate. But whether owing to the effect 
of the orders for tho Introduction of the over-rated gold coin of 
1766, the considerable value of the new gold mohnr, and the want 
of divisions of it, so as to render the coin calculated for the deal¬ 
ings of the lower orders of the people in the interior part of the 
country, or other causes, the currency of it has been almost en¬ 
tirely confined to Calcutta, where it has been received and paid in 
all public and private payments at tho fixed value of aixt^n sicca 
rupees. But this partial currency of tho gold coin lias enabled the 
money-changers to practice an abuse upon tho public and Indl- 
vidmuA of a nature similar to that which lias prevailed regarding 
the silver The means which appear best calculated to render 

tho gold mohur generally current are to declare it receivable at 
all the public treasuries and in all public payments throughout 
the provinces at the rate of sixteen sicca rupees; to moke it a legal 
tender of payment in private transactions ; to coin a great propor¬ 
tion of halves and quarters; and lastly, to impose a duty upon 
all gold bullion sent to the mint to be coined so as to prevent too 
large a proportion of gold being introduced into circulation, by 
diminishing, in some degree, the advantage at present derived 
from the importation of it in preference to silver/ 1 

To guard, as far as possible, against the counterfeiting, dip¬ 
ping, drilling, filing, defacing, or debasing the coin, it was enacted 
W Section VII of Regulation XXXV that Sfc the edges of both tho 
gold and silver coin am to be milled, and tho dies are to he made 
of the same siae as the com, eo that the whole of the impression 
may appear upon the surface of it." 
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As fq, garde tho coins of the nineteenth sun, which ore repeatedly 
referred to in the above Regulation* Morsdeu ssays 1 in the Connie 
of his observations op a gold mohur, bearing™ the obverse tlio 
date 1197 (A*D, 1781-2), and on the reverse the inscription 

^ y-j4 V/ 1 

struck at MooralridAMd in the 19th year of the auspicious Ti%n.” 

M The legend adopted by &h£k Alum at his suoce&aion is con¬ 
tinued on this muhr and the subsequent coinage in gold and silver* 
preferring to be from the mint of MimdiidiihAdj the modern 
capital of the province of Bengal, but which s in fact, were executed 
at Calcutta, under the immediate authority of the East India 
Company N e Government. 8o curly* indeed, as the year I75T+ wo 
find a treaty with the Nabob Sentjdh ?d*dauhh t in which it is stipu¬ 
lated that idkkas (nipihs) may be coined at Alknagoro (Attah- 
n ngftr?) or Calcutta, in tne same manner as at Murshid&bM. A 
similar article appears in a treaty with Jafir All KMu in 1763, 
and with Najim ed-dziulah in U64; hut all these were superseded 
b y tho treaty of 1765, negod&ted by Lord Clive, then Governor of 
lien gal, in which a grant is made to the Company by Shah Alum, 
of the Bdwini or plenary collection and administration of the 
revenues of that province* This ffliiAr of ll 00, ns well as the 
nearly similar pieces of 1197* 1198* and IdOl are, in point oi 
workmanship, respectable coins, and exceed in w eight* by about 
20 grains, the undent gold of the empire ; but present a fresh 
instanoo of that total disregard of the consistency and fidelity of 
dates, which has been already noticed as marking the money struck 
under European control; for although actually the coinage of 
tho twenty-third, twenty-fourth, and twenty-eighth years of the 
monarch’s reign, as indicated by the corresponding yeata of the 
hijnih, they all express uniformly the Nuietanitf year. Thus 
anachronism, repeated through every successive coinage of the 
same niintp has confounded the investigations of writers on Indian 
numismatics* and cannot be too slrongly reprobated/ 1 This 
“ anachronism," or M glaring absurdity,' m it is also colled by 
Mursden* is referred to by T, tb Ty adieu 2 in the following words:— 
“ALiraest in his numis annomrn imperii cum minis Hegira 
diseordin: eteuim cum Sohah Alem regnum inierit a 1175, annus 
ej us 19 cmt Ileg 1193, Contra aninm Heg 1202 reset imperii 28 

a 1203, imp. + 2i) .Vklentur Angli typis vederibus aversa* 

partis aliquunJo uti, de an nis misori impemtoria recto numomndie 

I ardm curiosL Further Mr. Stanley Lanc-Foole flays in the 
fitroduction to the Coins of the Suit An* ol DekU in the British 
Museum*; 11 Daulat Khan LtJdi and Khizr KMn, in the general 
confusion which accompanied the invasion of India by Timor, 
preferred rather to trade upon the traditional credit of their 
predecessors than to make any demands upon the people's trust in 
tlieir personal solvency, and thus issued their coins in the name of 
Fir/pz III or Muhammad III* the mints of which issues cannot he 
held to offer ei very trustworthy evidence of the extent of tlieir 
striker's dominion, which, however, w t o know* from other sources 


1 W nak mdL OrienL, 1425, pnFt Ei, p- GSfi. 

1 Numii Indict* p. IMS, J t8S4 a f. r*iL 
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to have Wto liniited to ft small district immediately eurrourising 
BetdL Neither of those two puppet a was a king in any real sense, 
and to such it mattered little whose superscription waft placed cm 
the public money,—his duty was Confined to authorising the legal¬ 
ity of the new issues by bo much of his attestation as was i to plied 
id the annual date recorded on the rereiW,.... a system, indeed, 
which the East India Company, of their own free will, imitated 
with much credit and simplicity by striking their rupees m tho 
name of Bhfih 'Alum and other defunct monarehs of Belli i whoso 
money had of old obtained gcnwl repute in the local Madrid But 
an the progressive annual dates, which were needed to test the good 
faith of Oriental princes, came in process of time to be a source of 
confusion and an opportunity for money-changers, the Government 
adopted the expedient of selecting the best current coin of the day 
ami based their standard upon its intrinsic value; and so the 
. ininmtable date of the xix * *»ji (year) of 8hih 'Alum came to 
figure upon our much priced ‘ Sicca Rupees. P1 ” 

A rupee is described by Marsden,- Waring on tho obverse the 
inscription, 

j j * f ^ ft y 

Mv, .iViJij pi y? 5'gSi 

and on the reverse the inscription 

^ ... y^jb 1 ^ 

concerning which he says : ** It seems extraordinary that at the 
period when a handsome, well-executed coinage of gold and silver 
was issuing from the Mint of Calcutta (though nominally from 
that of Mrirshid-^bftd), a niyih so rude as this fllionhl make its 

appearance in the same capital. Another specimen of the 

some coinage, on which the year of the era is obliterated, has tho 
twenty-fifth year of tho reign; as has the half rupih of the same 
class, weighing 3 dw, 17 4 grains.** Concerning a gold mohur 
struck in the name of BhAh Alum in 1 2W2 (A.D. I7B7-BB) he 
says 1 : “In the workmanship of this coin we observo tlio first 
instance of milling on the edges in the European manner. 
There is a dilferem.?e also in tho style of engraving the characters, 
which have here a flat surface,**' 

As regards the several varieties of coin produced by modi¬ 
fications of weight, standard, or die, from time to time in the 
Calcutta ami subordinate mints of the Bengal Presidency, which 
bear the some legend and date, the following mode of disCtimi- 
nuting them is. pointed out by Prinsep 4 :— 

“(1) The old standard wkkft rupee of I7&3—1818 has an 
oblique milting. 

If (2) The new standard rikka rupee of 1818—1832 haa n 
straight milling* 


1 E. TKcinaj ; Chronic?**, pp r 329, 330- JVamutnnlu Qrifniatio^ 

Ti l- i. piirt 1 i .^dnil Man H> ■sjAff, p. JSC f. 

1 L. c.> p. ti£9. 1 L. e_ p. &J0. 

* Vwful TiaM?*. Ed. b? Hd«&.n! ThuftiJUV i&Wt jip. 2, 3. 
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«* (3) Thn new sikkii rupee, struck under the present regula¬ 
tion, fas a plain edge without Dulling, and a dotted 
rim on the face. . 

The distinctions of the oblique end straight milling 
apply also to the old and new gold inohur. 

Of the up-country or ForrukhaMd coins— 

«( 4 | The old standard FarrukMbM rupee (or ‘45th Sun 
Lucknow rupee' of Regulation ALT, 1803} has an 
oblique milling. 

** (u) The Benares rupee, coined 1806—1819, has also an 
oblique milling-. 

" (6) The new standard FarndtMMd rupee, eoiueil at the 
FamikbAWd Mint, 1819—24, and at tlie Beunrea 
Mint, 1819—30, and now at the SAgar Mint, has an 
upright milling. 

“ (7) The Farmkfabdd rupee, coined under the new regula¬ 
tion at the Calcutta Mint, has a plain edge, aud a 


plain rim on the face. 

“The coins struck before 1(93 st the old mints of Patna, 
Murabid&bid, and Dacca, the Benares rupee anterior to 1806, and 
the coins of all the native independent states, are known by their 
hiving no milling. Tho Company’s com up the eountiy u thna 
gcnemll y called kakUr, * milled or made by machinery in ooq- 
tradietinetinn to the unmillel or native emus, which are fashioned 
and Stamped with the hummer and anvil ’ 

About the same time as the puling of Reg. A,\A V , 1,93, tlie 
Burnt rupee of the Moghul Emperor was adopted us the currency 
of the Bombay Presidency. By an agreement with the Nawib of 
Surat the rupees coined by both were to circulate at par, and Urey 
were mutually pledged to preserve its stmidard- The Hawaii a 
rupees, however, were soon found to contain 10, 12, and even In 
Wt cent, of fJJoy ; in consequence of winch tho Eumbaj rupees 
lere melted down, and recoined at Surat; the coinage of «lver in 
the Bombay Mint was suspended for twenty years, and theSuratia 
alone were seen in circulation. At length in 1800 the Company 
ordered the then Surat rupee to bo stniuk nt Bombay, and thence¬ 
forth it became fixed at 1*9 grama weight, 16474 pure. The 
mohur was also equalised in weight thereto. 

By Regulation XLY of 1803 it was enacted that— 1803. 

(Section II). A silver coin, to be denominated the Lucknow 
aicca rupee of the forty-fifth sun (pi. vil-1), struck in the limit of 
Furrockhabad, corresponding in weight and standard with the bux* 
rupee at present struck at Lucknow, m the dominions of the Eawdb 
Yizier and thence denominated the Lucknow rupee, is hereby de¬ 
clared to be the established and legal tfvnr.the provinces 
terled bv the Nawab Vizier to the English East India Company. 

fSnu-tion IV). A mint shall be established at, or in the imme¬ 
diate Vicinity of the town of Fnmiekhabad, in which Lucknow 
Bicea rupees of the forty-fifth sun, and of the prescribed weight 
and standard, and half and quarter rupees of the same standard 
and proportionate weight, will be coined. 

.'Section V). Tire Lucknow forty-fifth sun mow rupee, as 
established by this regulation, dmll be of the nine hizo and form 
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ns the nineteenth mu si™ rupee, struck in the mint at Calcutta, 
and shall bear the following impression :— 

Ob verts 

jj X- tUiJl} ^ — aU JpaJ jL i * ai > * 41 

(Section VI.)* The half and quarter rupee si mil be proper* 
tiomvtclv less in size than the rupees according- to their respective 
value, rind shall bear the same impression as the rupee. 

(Section XII). The Mint Master at Calcutta shall cause a 
prirote mark to be put on nil dies, which may he prepared lor the 
mint at FumiekhaMd, but in such a manner as not to he distin¬ 
guishable by the naked eye, or by persons unacquainted with 
it. These marks shall be varied ns often as the Mint Muster at 
Calcutta shall judge proper upon new dies being made. 

1811* In 1811 a coinage from .Spanish dollars took place fit the 
Madras Mint, consisting of 'double rupees, single rupees, halves 
and quarters, and one, two, three, and five hi riant pieces. A silver 
Coinage of half and quarter pagodas of dollar silver fineness also 
took place then. The silver half pagoda weighed 336*73 grs. troy, 
ami was equal to 1 j Axcot rupee* 

1812* The following statement, dated Fort St, George, 24th April 
1812, shows the denomination of gold and silver coins manu¬ 
factured in the Madras Mint from April 180? to Dmjomber 

1811:— 

Gold* 

Double Pagodas. 

Single 

Silrtr* 

Half Pagodas. 

Quarter ,, 

Five Panama. 

Double T , 

The five, doable, and single fanam pieces, ore thin coins, but 
there is ill the Mad ms Musttun collection a thick five fan am piece 
(ph XVI, Pi with oblique milling, and a thick double fuuam is 
mentioned by Atkins. These coins are vert' scarce, and are either, 
ua has boon suggested, of older date than the others, or were struck 
as patterns. 

The English inscription on the coins is sometimes blundered, 
reading, e.^r, double raj?™ or eanam. 

The silver tour-anna and twchnnnn pieces are now exceedingly 
scarce, and n. twn-nrma piece is referral to by Atkins ns having Wu 
probably fabricated about the same time, iu which the English 
inscription is in script character* 

In a proclamation, dated Fort St. George, I&th Juno 1812, it 
is stated that “the coinage of double rupees, half and quarter 
pagodas has ceased, but these coins shall still continue to paw> in 
cirenlatxDji, and he issued and received at all the public treasuries 
at the eaino rate ami value as heretofore. 




Single Fannins, 
Double Rupees* 

Half 

Quarter ,, 
Oii^dglith „ 
Four annus. 

Two 
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u The coinage nf rupees, half rupees, and quarter rupees of 
English standard fineness shall be commenced at the mint of this 
presidency forthwith, and ahull SevernUy weigh as follows, and 
contain the following proportions nf pure silver and of alloy. The 
rupee ahull Weigh 180 grains English troy weight* find ahull 
contain IGlif grains of pure silver* and 1BJ grains of alloy T The 
half rupee shall weigh 9(1 grains English troy Weight, and shall 
contain grains of pure silver, and fij grains of alloy. The 
quarter rupee shall weigh 15 grains English troy weight, and ahull 
contain 41* grains of pure silver, and 3J grains of alloy* 

“The above rupee*, containing each of a grain more of 

S ura silver than the Areot rupees whicli have been issued from the 
tiidni* Mint under the proclamation of the 15th of July 1807* LuLEf 
rupees and quarter rupees shall pass in general circulation, and 
skull be received and issued at all the public treasuries under this 
presidency rat the same rate with the A root and Company's rupees 
now in circulation, that is, at 350 rupees to 100 star pagodas/’ 

A letter to tho Chief Secretary to Government, dated Port St. 
George, 7th January 1813, states that u considerable quantities of 
the new rupees, halves and quarters, having now been coined, 
the issue of two-anna pieces from tho mint will shortly com¬ 
mence - * * * * We are of opinion that tho two-anna pieces, though 
hitherto unknown in the circulation of this presidency, will readily 
incorporate with the existing currency j integral numbers of those 
coins measuring with the pagoda, half pagoda and quarter pagoda, 
as well tis with the rupee* and its eub-divisions of halves and 
quarters. Thus twenty-eight two-anna pieces are equivalent 
to one pagoda, fourteen to the half* and seven to the quarter 
pagoda.- 

The term ScoMtc or Soofortic a & applied to coins Is explained 
by a letter to the Chief Secret ary to Government* Fori i5t h George, 
dated I8th January 1813, wherein it Is stated that “there are two 
modes of rendering coins ftoalakie * - * * * The one is adopted for 
the most part bj r the petty village smrafs in those territories (the 
Nmm'a) who, bang in general very inexpert in ascertaining the 
fineness of the metal, invariably punch a hole in the rupee to 
convince themselves that it. is good silver ; but as thiis expedient is 
net sufficient to guard against the frauds of coiners* w ho frequently 
counterfeit rupees of copper covered with a coat of silver, with 
one or two such holes in them, it is usual for the srirmfs, w hen 
they have the slightest suspicion that the metal is base, to punch 
a fresh hole in it/ In oonaoqnence, it is by no means uncommon 
to sea rupees with eight or ten such marks indented upon them. 
The other kind of Soolalde coins are made so by tne surra fa 
of large town* who undertake to ahrojf tho money belonging to 
individ uals for a certain percentage„ under an agreement to make 

f ood any coins that may afterwards turn out to ho counterfeit. 

n order that the coins that have undergone such examination may 
be recognised, each principal sura if has a private stamp or mark 
of his own, which he affixes to tho edge or some other part of the 
coin. The existence of otic or more such marks gives a sort of 
saucrion to the currency, as the credit of those who have put their 
stamp to it is a pledge for its goodness* Hence many rupees 


isia 
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have forty or fifty euoh impressions, and at lost become completely 
defaced. Neither of these modes of making the rupee Soolnkie 
diminishes at all the weight of it, but* uncording to long custom* 
its value in exchange k*coiiies greatly reduced when it is imported 
into the Company*« territories.” 

It appears from a letter addressed to the Board of Revenue by 
the Collector of Tinnovully that by an old order of Government 
it was provided that alt payments made to the troops in that 
province should ho solely in Cuff# fan&ins (which are stated to 
have been coined originally by the Hindu Government in that 
province; at the fixed exchange of sixteen and a half per star 
pagoda. This order was re&dnded in the course of the year 181^. 

The following lint is of interest as showing the various hinds 
of gold and silver coins which were melted and recoined at the 
Madras Mint in the years 1*507 to 1813 ^— 

Bunder Pagodas, 

CacEumdlo ,, 

Eas*ec Ramdum ,, 

PoandamiJl mu l l^ngvot „ 

Pa Ik Bunder K « rky ,, 
Pcddahda Bangalore J( 
StarPugodns soldered with rings, 
Satan ry or Sravuuaxoj PugiKins. 
Tonjore Paubuus. 

Kmikct or Ap&rimjee „ 

Rosace „ 

Tinmiunsidoo pr 

Cimtemy “ JP 

New Yeroy „ 

Old „ „ 

Aununtaroy. rouble „ 

„ Single „ 

Qopikll}' 

New Gopally „ 

Old ' „ 

Truvancottah Cully PJ 

Arcalorc tJ 

Woodiafy 

CuDy tl 

t-huchroe tt 

Culictit „ 

Tinaavellv „ 

New Odd Mohnr. 

Old 

One-tliirdOld Gold Mohur. 

Pf New Go hi hlohur. 

Bunnamola Mobur. 

Bombay 
Ah hurry 

DOha 
Basse* 

Soorat Jayanagur 
Stdijuuiy 
Wallace 
Poouah 


Tiuimamudoo Pagodas, 
Sultawny ^ 

Voueataputty „ 

I>tK>rgee * p 

J eimuiurry tf 

Ferofeo 

Ahauiuddy r , 

Aununtaroy pp 

Madras P | 

gminakurk or Madras Pagodas. 
Mi (tee or „ 

Porto Noyo Pngodus- 
Bnhndari it 

FnDipat „ 

Bidduke +l 

Timniemaidoo Half Pagodas. 
Bbarkany 
Uajap titty 
Itarndy 
Naidc0 Pertaup 

Bubdorally 
New Suliuerally 
Comttumgy 

ttti_- Pagodas, 


St. Thome 
Kurky 
Alchoutaroy + * 

Elephant H 

Maly „ 

Old Klsftty 

Old Mahumod Shayo Pf 
New .. t h » 

t * nurpmudly „ 
Old 

„ Sravanore ,, 

New „ t p 

Old Amee |P 

Vanda Vasil ,, 

Pulirat v 

Yeucatupntty 
Bombay 


1 The ^ix-clui^ i* rtfetfHd as it OCWi in the SI Slit K^ronii, 
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Venations or Bhanar C**h- 
AJkoos Chsk 
Guinea Gres- 
Mydore*. 

Bt. Thuxnti Cush. 

Gold Rupees. 

SpAalbh Dollars. 

Cut ii 

German Crowna. 

American Dollars. 

DuraHtuoiw. 

Fondieheny Rupees, 

k . 1P 2nd sort. 


BooUky „ 

Amst tr 

.Nabob A root M 
x\tLH>t Booluky KJ , 
Nokurmh n 
Mysore tf 

Mulhirthaye „ 


RnTtnMiifhlrt 

800 rat 
BWW 
Adooy 

Kurnal 


CheQuvany Rupees. 
Karra in Del tub pp 

Company's Booluky .» 
Ctmnanore P| 

Gamuiuully ,* 

Sultan ny rM 

Emaumy p , 

CliAuclfdy 

iliLSuHputnm ,* 

Bombay „ 

Elephant „ 

Half Pagodas, 

(iiiurtiT |P 
Srsvanore Rttp&6&. 


tikca pp 

Aryit ir 

Bunder „ 

Kaakonadcxi 
E'ulirut ,* 

Four Annas. 
Ruiigupidly Rupee*. 
Chucks-mu*. 

Tcllickcny Fernanda* 
Various other 


Under the heading July 21* 18R1, Ending says *: ^ Tlw 1813* 
coins which usually outmiateil in the East Indies had not, as it 
appears* received any sanation from Government, until an Act 
which was passed at this time declared it to he expedient lor the 
protection of property and trade in the East Indies* that, eta.* etc.; 
and also that further provisions should be made for the punishment 
of the crimes of* eta.* etc., and of counterfeiting the cur Amt coin, 
and uttering such counterfeit coin in the East Indies ; it therefore 
enacted that if any ponton within the local limits of the criminal 
jurisdiction of any of His Majesty** Courts at Fort William, Fort 
St George, Bombay, or Prince of Wales* Island, or if any 
person* personally subject to the jurisdiction of the said courts, at 
any place in the East Indies, or any place between the Cape of 
Good Hope and the Straits of Magellan, when* the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the East Indie® should have a 
settlement, factory* or other establishment* should counterfeit, or 
procure to bo counterfeited, or willingly act or assist in counter¬ 
feiting any of the gold or silver coins of any of the British 
Governments in India, or any gold or silver coin usually current 
and received as money in payments in any port of I he British 
jmsscsriijijs in the East Indies* it should and might be lawful for 
the t’Otiri, before which any such person should Ik? convicted of any 
such offence by duo course of law\ to order and adjudge that 
such person should be transported to such place beyond the boo*, 
and for such term of years as the said court should direct. The 
punishment for uttering ouch counterfeit coin., knowing it to be 
such* to l>e upon oo Emotion, for the first offence sis months' 
imprisonment with hard labour during that time at the discretion 


1. Oy- fill., vol. ii, p. HI. 
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of tho courts and surety tn ba given for good behaviour for sis 
months more, to be computed from the end of the first six. For 
the second offence two years’ imprisonment with hard labour as 
before, and surety to bo given for two years after tho expiration 
of the term of imprisonment. For the third off cnee transportation 
for life, A certificate, under the hand of the proper officer of the 
court, to be a sufficient proof of the former conviction. 

On conviction (upon the oath of one or mate credible witness 
nr witnesses, before one of J Ijs Majesty’s justices of the peace, or 
if there should be no justice of the peace duly qualified to act in 
the place where such offence should be committed, before one of 
his majesty*6 court there) of having in possession more than live 
pieces of such counterfeit coin, without lawful excuse, the proof of 
which to lie upon the party accused, the whole of Such counterfeit 
pieces to be forfeited, and to be cut to pieces and destroyed, and 
the offender to pay for every such piece not more than forty, nor 
less tli an twenty sicca rupees, in the currency of the place where 
such offence should be committed; one moiety of which to go to 
the informer or informers, and the other moiety to the poor of 
the presidency* settlement, or place whera such offence should ba 
committed, and in case the penalty should not be forthwith paid, 
the offender to be committed to the common gaol or house of 
correction, there to be kept to bard labour for the apace of three 
calendar montlis, or until such penalty should bo paid.** 

In the 17th clause of a Regulation enacted 31st March 1815 for 
establishing certain rules for the business of the Madras Mint, it 
is stated that: 11 The coins now fabricated in the Madras Mint 
are of the following denominations: of gold doaftk pagoda*, each 
weighing three pennyweights, nineteen grains, and seven-eleventh 
parts of a grain, troy, of English standard, nod of the value of 
two pagodas; mn$h pagoda*, each weighing one pennyweight, 
twenty-one grains, and nine-eleventh parts of a grain, troy, of 
English standard, and of the value of one pagoda ; of silver llngfe 
ntjwf*. each weighing seven pennyweights and twelve grains, 
troy, of English standard, and of the value of twelve funains sixty- 
eight cash, and four-seventh parts of a cash ; fta(f m each 
weighing three pennyweights and eighteen grains, troy, of Eng¬ 
lish standard, and of the value of sis fanning, thirty-four cash, 
two-seventh parts of a cash; quarter rupee#, each weighing one 
pennyweight and twenty-one grains, troy, of English standard, 
and of the value of three Famuis f seventeen cash, and one-seventh 
part of a cash; and (tro-atem pieces, each weighing twenty-two 
and a half grains, troy, of English standard, and of the value of 
one faiizim, forty-eight cash, and four-seventh parts of a cosh. 

The inscriptions on the single and half rupee were— 

Q&cerse 

filfcjlj jfljk*-# S— 

Recent 

1 

Tie inscriptions on the quarter rupee and two-nnnn piece 
were— * 


4 & 


Ohrer&e 

bUj\# ^ ^ IW 

Mecerae 

^ «*« 

In a letter from the British Resident at Bangalore, dated 
13th September 1810, concerning the Surat Rupees w t-ircillation 
in the Province of Mysore it is stated that: " The Surat Rupee 
was originally imported into the Mysore country by the troops of 
Hyder All Khan, and by the eoucars who returned from Malabar 
with his army after the capture of Calicut in or about the j ear I ibo, 
but the currency was very limited until the conquest of Seringa- 
patam, when that coin became somewhat more eommonin these 
provinces. As there was not nuy considerable commercial inter¬ 
course between Malabar and Canara and Mysore for several years 
after the fall of Serin gapatam, the amount of the circulation in 
Soorat Rupees was never extensive until ISOS.” 

In 1817 considerable correspondence took place as to the estab¬ 
lishment of a mint by the French Company at Pondicherry, It 
was proposed that, with a view to fivmpUfying accounts and remov¬ 
ing any inconvenience winch might arise from the establishment 
of the French Mint, the rupees to he coined at Pondicherry should 
bo of precisely the same weight and value as those struck at Madras 
and at that time current in the territories of the Honorable Com¬ 
pany. Hat to this proposition the Madras Government, replied to 
the effect that it seemed scarcely necessary to express the expecta¬ 
tion of the Governor-General in Council that the improssioiyon the 
French coin should bo such as to render it easily di stinguish able 
from the coinage of the British Government, and that, were the 
mintage at Pondicherry to he after the pattern of the coins struck 
by the British Government, as there seemed grounds for imagining 
might have been iti contemplation, the British Government would 
in effect he made to answer for the intrinsic work of a currency, 
which it would have no means of regulating. In conformity with 
the instruction of the British Government, the following specimens 
of the coins struck at Poudicberry wero forwarded by the British 
Consul on June 12th, 1817 :— 

One Rupee., 

HalT „ 

Rouble Fnnam. 

Single „ of which 

eight were equivalent to a Rupee. 

Half Fa n am. 

One Duodee. 

Half „ 

Rue Cask, of which 

sixty-four were equivalent to a Fanam, 

A letter from the Director of the Pondicherry Mint, bearing 
the same date, states that “ 1 have the honor to Bend you eight 
specimens of tlic species (of coins) we have coined since the restor¬ 
ation of the place of Pondicherry to the French Government, 
viz.:— 

a 


1816. 


1817, 
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is One Rupee. A small crescent has (ever) been added to the 
stamp as a mark of its being a French Rupee, 

One Half Rupee. 

One Double Bandy Fannin* 

One Single „ 
of which eight make a Hit pee. 

One Hall Tandy Fanam. 

One Koodoo or Quadruple Cash. 

One Half Dqodoo or Double Cash. 

One Single Cash, 64 of which make a Fauam. 


** Wo havo not yet coined any gold species, The French old 
pagoda or emeeut pagoda has the tame weight and the same 
tk-gree of tiueuess ns the Star Pagoda, Many years before the 
Revolution the Hint of Pondicherry had ceased coining crescent 
pagodas. It had confined itself to coining * three SftWmy 1 f 
Pagodas, otherwise improperly called Madras Pagodas. 

" They were designed for the trade of Punjum cloths at onr 
factory of TsiUEiD. This lost kind of species we will probably coin 
in a short time.” 

With respect to the orescent, which is mentioned in the above 
letter as being marked on the Pondicherry rupee, the British 
Comnufieioner remarks in li letter, dated 7th May 1817 : "Advert¬ 
ing to a farmer Letter respecting the French coinage, wherein I 
stated that the legend on it would be entirely different from that 
tui ours, ! be£ to observe that the information I then conveyed to 
you was obtained in conversation, with Count Dn Ptiy und M_ 
Day of. The French coinage being now current in Pondicherry, I 
perceive that the legend is the same, or nearly so, us that of the 
Company's rupees, and that- the principal mark ol distinction is a 
small crescent on one of the sides. The Intrinsic value of the coin 
I understand to he somewhat greater than flint of num.” 

By Regulation XXV of 1817 "for fisiiifr the weight of tho 
pice struck at the Calcutta mint, and for giving general circa- 
lation to pice struck at any of the mints subordinate to this pre¬ 
sidency,^ the copper pnM attack at the Benares mint, weighing 
88i grains, whioh ware intended at first for circular ion In the 
province of Benares only, and were distinguished with a trident 
or trbuhg were made euiTOJlt throughout the Bengal provinces at 
j'nr with the Famtkhdhid paisfi + * 

The following extracts from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 
Kith September 1817, be»r upon fire proposed uew gold and silver 
coinage: 14 In conFidcring this important subject,” it is stated. 


1 Pagoda i% timi Bgwrra. 

1 pic* Mr patmL From Tula minf Burnell,. op. eit* 

C. JC00. “ Thu d4m ...... in the fortieth par| of Ua-0 mpe** At QreC this 

coin wbji cmlU-d pa l >!iJh. M ‘—, Aim* 81 . 

1615. “ Kw r wjiicli in a copper eojno; tw-Uto Hrammm nuiitn ono p!w, Thu 
Enidiah shiHiii". if wright, will joeld thirtio -ihrue i i- ■ imJ a halted IF. I\ ton 
in f'nrc^ 1, Kkh 

1^73. Hi AV* S a sort of copper moni'y aniTtmE nmem? the poorer wort of people 

.tb» DOTnpmjay'fi nrcnuntu nro kept in bull mtc pice, tj*,, 32 Lu the nimm. 

[i.*,. rnnmoodie] ami SO piei- to thr rcpw/ h Fnjvr t SOS. 

lfiHO, L ' Lnwer thiin the^n Cpir^-V hiiter AlinoimlH herv^Siirat) pH.? a for lUubW> 
mbom ffistv of which mib a pitt" Or219- 

1726. J ‘ 1 a*ir intake 11 j^njvejr* or t p*r*S* Fafattfii. Vt 170. 
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Boajd have referred particularly to the letter from tie 
Honorable Court, dated the 25th of April 1S0«, which contains 
the ground work < f all their subsequent orders ooucermng it- 1 u 
that letter the HomrtibR Court explained their object to be to 
establish a general currency for the whole of India. They stated 
that the standard currency forming the money of account ought 
to bo of one of the preeiotw me tala only, hut not to the GKelnsiou 
of the other; flint tha metal ought to be silver; mid that no ratio 
onn-lit to be fixud between the standard silver com mid tie gold 
coin, but that gold should be left to find \U own value. The 
Court further desired that the gold coin ehould be denominated a 
gold rupee, 1 and that the gold and sil vor rupt 1 ^ should ho t lie sam u 
in 'weight, fineness, form ami inscription. Tb?J also desired that 
half and quarter gull ami silver rupees, and annals should bo 
coined, ami stated Lint a mppor oohieg® of siv-piee, three-pics, 
and one-pice pieces would la sent from England. 

“ The Mint Committee report that they are aware of no objec¬ 
tion to the immediate execution of the arrangements proposed 
lv the Honorable Court, and they accordingly recommend that, 
with the exception of single annuls, the gold and silver coinage 
should, forthwith commence in pursuance of the Honorable Court 8 
orders. They propose also that the rupee should become the 
money of account, and that the accounts of Government shouldJje 
converted from gold into silver at the present ratio of 1 to iiJ'&To, 
or onu ptLgQtla for thnn: ru])M8 nud rt half. 1 bo money of account 
nt Madras lias heretofore boon the gold pagoda, which used also to 
form the actual currency. When the silver rupee was introduced 
into the currency. it was settled that three rupees and n half 
should represent one pagoda. In consequence of the pa^dn 
being undervalued at that rate, it has gradually disappeared from 
circulation, and the mpee now forms the actual currency, ami, 
though not the money of account, has become tho standard of 

value. „ „ . . ,, ,. 

u With respect to tho form and impression of the new gold 
and silver coins, these will finally be settled either in bengul 
or in England. As the currency is intended for general use 
throughout India, it will ho deserving of consideration whether 
the impression ought not lo bo in f-iUgli^lij an d whether the iorni 
ought nut to resemble that of Knglish rather than of Indian coins," 
A prodiKiuatiou, dated Fort St* Georg 9lh Hocnnhcr IE 17 p 
states that “ The Right Honorable tho Governor in Council* m 
furtherance of the orders of tho Honorable the Court of Diroctora, 
is pleased to publish for general information, that hereafter the 
standard circulating medium. is to Ik> the Madras silver rupee, in 
which all issues of pity and fillowanoes, civil and military ■, and all 
public contracts are to bo reckoned., made, and escoutHl, and that 
the coinage of &tar pagodas will hereafter he discontinued. 


fc There im in tlh& Madrftfl ft tetttfla LiEfrn cf the little er-In fpL 

ii-lOK wtiich ifl rommunJr Cftllwi ihi- Bombay g*ld rupee, (HMlOfrmpg which 
Harden (Kn^ Or., pt. iS., p, 6$6) = 11 Or the mm* *mx *ii tho 
Orf HMh Alum, m* at 121$), ttvd evi-tcutly from ihu mnn mmU W* ufiin very 
■miktt gild -caina, writhing each atom 12 grfc, wtiich m«ai !■« wBfcdflrcd u 
gold iVnilir or fiLEiwntk pnrtu *f a nvuhr. In nrpofUTir^i? th»y rcwmblis rtthdr tha 
gold fun ainjt of I he KamibtLtf than fmetinnal dflan-mmatioM of il in cl iiiUm a «rmJ* 
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“ Tin* I^ight Honorable the Governor in Council is also pleased 
to declare tlmt till pay and allowances, both civil and military, 
having been heretofore rated in pagodas and converted into A root 
rupees at iioO per 100 star pagodas shall continue to be the same, 
and that all payments made from the public treasuries, and re¬ 
ceived into them in pavmeut of revenue, that have heretofore been 
umdo in pagodas, shall continue to he at the rate of U5U. A : 
Its, equivalent to 100 star pagodas. 

** Tb®. Eight Honorable the Governor in Council is pleased to 
d i)ol are his intent Lob to prepare for ountdution the fractional part# 
o£ the rupee, TTK- Annas and pice, of which 16 0111103 uro equal 
to 011a rupee, and 1 ‘J pice to one a mm. 


lor this pur{H>6e the new coinage of silver will consist of 
the silver rupee, the half rupee or 8-anna* piece, and the quarter 
i-iijHje or 4-annas piece, and the Right Honorable the Governor 
111 Council is pleased to command that these shall circulate, and be 
received in payment at their established value* 

“ The llight Honorable the Governor in Council having abro¬ 
gated the use of the gold star pagoda, has been pleased, for jmblio 
coEi^f nioiice^ to eubstituto the gold rupee* bearing the sani*- inscrip¬ 
tion as the silver rupee, and of equal weight, vk fcl ISO smim 
containing of fine gold 105 grains and allov of silver 15 Luos 
" hl ' h S’ 1 ' 1 m P*n will be issued and received in all pavincuts of 
revenue at the rate of fifteen silver rupees for one gold rupee. 

** established and acknowledged circulating medium in 
spwm of the Presidency of Fort St. George is hereby declared to 
ho hereafter 03 follows ;— 



Font ^o!tL 

Alloy, 

Tot*!. 

Ookl rupee €il (H 

H*]f KtJa rupee 

Qwfcw ** SJ .. 

Gn. 105 

n m 

p. 41} 

an. IS 

: a 

Gh, ISO 

pp So 

II 45 

* 

Pare lilvar. 



1 Silver rape* 

Pl kfclf rupee . ”, 

M q aam r „ 

h p eighth „ or dotjMp &mm 

SjfcLgJv ujioa *„ 

lira. IBS 

>. m 

1 . »i 1 
10,V 

» is 

.. 7 

Si 

Ii 

« *1 

H m 

00 

i. 45 

.p m 

pp ll| 


i^ a T ^ not bo practicable at once to recall from circulation 

1 ho v ikole of the star pagodas and their fractional parts, the silver 
™“" and copper eaa£ t the Bight Honorable tho Governor in 
toniioil 13 pleased to announce his resolution that they shall still 
^ontinne to ho received as often as they are tendered, lu payment, 
ubta the whole Can he withdrawn ; that three rupees and a hall 
shall be considered as representing the star pagoda* nnd that nne 
5 |ar pagoda shall lie equivalent to 45 f&nams ; that one rupee 
sh^ssaa heretofore for 12 fanams 66 cash, and I fonam for 
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The copper coinage in oireulution w also hftr&ly declared 
to be continued until ft suflicicnt quantity of copper me* can bo 
prepared, adapted in weight to its relative value with the superior 
denomination of coin, . , . . . , . its fractional pauia.” 

It appcaw from the reoorde that, in tliu course of the year 1817 1 
an order was passed difeoting Collectors not to receive PondiohoiTy 
rujiees in payment of revenue, but tins order was rescinded on the 
receipt of a letter from the Collector of South Areot to the effect 
that the old Pondicherry rupees, fanning and cash had always 
been received into the district treasuries of that division, and 
tlmt T if they were not received* it would tend much to impede the 
collection* tioth in the Land and Stiyw department; besides which 
it would fall very hard on the cultivator^ for they would he 
obliged to pay u certain rtrftun, in older to get the village shroffs 
to exchange the Pondicherry coins for the Company’a, and this 
would completely put the ryots at the mercy of the village ban tens* 
It was accordingly resolved that the old Pondicherry rupee ahovdd 
l>e received in payment of revenue, bo long as it continued to he 
dUtiDgukhablo from the new one, specimens of which bad been 
ftssaytdp and found to manifest n striking variation both in their 
weight and fineness. The prohibition of the circulation of the 
Pondicherry rupee is referred to m a letter from the Collector of 
Si deni regarding the receipt and payment of revenue in Cm\tam/ 
fan runs* m reply to which it was stated in a letter, dated 24 th 
lebruury 181*, that n The Collector refers to the orders praid- 
bit mg the circulation of the Pondicherry rupee in the territories 
of tho Hon hie Company, and we are aware of no reason why a [ire- 
ferencc should bfl given the currency of the Mysore Government, 
particularly when the Hon J bio Company are at tho great expanse 
of mint establishments and TOOOinago. \W would therefore recom¬ 
mend that the Collector of Salem bo instructed not to receive in 
future Cautaro y farunus in payment of revenue, they being tho 
coinage of the Mysore mint, which has issued Bn large a quantity 
of late, encouraged no doubt by the fallacious value given to them 
in the HonTjle Company's territory, os to have proved a great 
souiw of inconvenience in the Ceded Districts. The same orders 
should be extended to the other Collectors in that quarter.* 1 

In the preamble of Eegulatiou XIY, 18I8 T s * tor Mitering the 
standurd of the Culoiitt4i sie&u nijnse 1 and gold uiohur. and for 
further modifying some of the rules in force respecting these 
coins, Ir it is stated that “ the high standards established for the 
gold mohur aud simi rupee, having been found productive of 
many inconveniences, both to individuals and the public, inas¬ 
much as they are ill-calculated to resist the wear and defacement 
to which coins are necessarily exposed, and as they are only to ho 
obtained by having recourse to the elusive process of refining, 


1 Extra* fmu) a letter tram the Assay Mancor, Fort St. Qoom, doted 4tb 
Jintair IS2! : — 

.. ,' r ' lr three territories appear to mil all coin, which nre ijFncd h 7 

tKo Iwiitrnl (lotyromcoi ,iteo mpofii; thu* thure are Cutke rioeia, NnRSpnor hEc- 
Jnvnpoor Menu, Bajccren siooni, Xorainpetla Niecna, Itcnsre., Farniklvftbttl 
On<! Othere, hut (ho Wall it rupees are uodemood to bn Lb# Calcutta sicca, ili« 
floret atul heaviest of all,** 


1818. 




diminishing consequently the productiveness of most of the sorts 
of bullion imported inti) the Company's territories ; mid it being 
desirable ailsu that ns much uniformity as can be established 
between the eurraneios circulating at the dillerent presidencies 
should be introduced, consequently that an approximation of the 
Calcutta coins to the standard of those current at Madras end 
Bombay should he ejected, it has been resolved to rescind the 
provisions of former regulations relative to the standard of the 
gold fiiohur and nineteenth sun vrnw rupee, and to coin in future 
money of the proportion* hereafter to he specified. 

u Aa a reduction in the value of the sicca rupee 1 , from its being 
in great measure the money of account, both in private mid public 
transactions, would necessarily change the terms of all existing 
contracts, ami might he? productive of embarrassment and trouble, 
it has been determined to leave the rupee unaltered in thia respect; 
mid the new Calcutta $ktn rupee will consequently contain the 
same quantity of fine silver ns that heretofore struck ; and, being 
of the same intrinsic value, will circulate on the same terms. The 
mint proportions of silver sad gold being, it h believed, inaccurately 
estimated at present, and it being also desirable that an uniformity 
in this ro^iect should bo introduced at the three Presidencies of 
Calcutta., Madras and Bombay, it lias been thought advisable to 
vunko a slight deduction in the intrinsic value of the gold rtiohur to 
be coined at this presidency, in order to raise the relative value of 
fine gold to fine silver, from the presen t rates of l to 14*801 to that 
of 1 to 15. The gold mohur will still continue to pass current at 
the present rate of sixteen rupees.* 1 

"With respect to the new coinage at the Madras mint, which 
km already been referred to, two points for consideration remained 
after specimens of the gold coins had been minted, tie,, whether 
they should be left plain or milled, and whether they should 
be:ir the date of the your in which they wore minted. Specimens 
of the gold coins were forwarded to Government for approval, 
and a letter from the Secretary to Government to the Mint 
i lommit tee, dated 2fith January 1811) „ states that “The Bight 
Honorable lie Governor in Conn ml concurs in your opinion that 
it is desirable to make a difference between the impressions of the 
gold and silver rupees, and also to alter the Persian inscription 
which those coins bear. The Governor in Council accordingly 
sanctions the specimens of gold coin* submitted . . + + * except 
the English denominations under the Company's amm, which 
ought to be omitted. The Governor in Council desires that the 
coins may be milled, but not dated, as the shroffs might take 
advantage of the dates to impose a baftn On the coinage of parti* 
ciilur years. 1 ' The draft of a proclamation ou the proposed alter¬ 
ation of the Impression of the gold coins, submitted to Government 
on the 9th of March 1819, stated that “The Eight Honorable 
the Governor in Council has been pleased to resolve Hint the 
insoriptlntis on the gold rupee*, the gold hall rupee and the gold 
quarter rupee shall he differ cut from those on the silver rupee* 
the silver half rupee, and the silver quarter rupee, and lias accord¬ 
ingly directed that the gold rupee shall in future he impressed 
on the face with the Honorable Company's arms and the words 
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UNUi.tsii 1 UST imh\ row r any, and od the reverse frith the word* 
English Company's rupee in the Persian character ^ that the gold 
half rupee shall boar the Company's crest and the words a nglisij 
east is in a ujmda^v on the lace* and the words English Coinpnny’fl. 
half rupee in the Persian character on the reverse ; that Lhe gold 
quarter rupee shall bear (lie Company *h crest and the words 
khoi.ish bast India oompanv oil the faee, and file words English 
Company's quarter rupee id the Persian character on the reverse. 

By Regulation XI of Ibl® the coinage of the Benares rupee 1810, 
was discontinued, and the FitmikhAl iAd rupee declared the local 
currency of the province ol Benares, 44 The Benares mint,” 
Prinsep says: 1 “ bad been eetabliahed by IUjA Bahvant Singh in 
17!10, It remained under unlive management for twenty year® 
after the province wm ceded to the Company in 1775. The rupee 
had the full weight of one hundred and seventy *five grains, and 
was 2i percent, better than the present rupee, or about equal to 
the JJihli rupee of that date- It fell in value subsequently about 
four hiiAs per cent, and there, of course, remained tinder English 
management until it was abolished.” 

In a letter to Government, dated 8th March 1820, the Madras 1820, 
Mint Committee recommended that 14 the gold rupee should Ihj 
divided into thirds instead of halves and quarter?. Tire third 
would be of the value of five rupees* which is a most convenient 
sum for computation, A coin oF that value, we have no doubt, would 
be in great request, and thus would both contribute to the conveni¬ 
ence of the public, and + by proinoting the circulation of gold, 
would maintain its relative value to the standard coin of the 
Government." The Mint Master was ordered to prepare a speci¬ 
men of a third, Lo be submit ted for the sanction of the Governor 
in Council. The main reason of the recommendation of the Mint 
Committee was that* as the gold rupee was equal in value to 
fifteen silver rupees, the half equal to seven rupees and a half, mid 
the quarter to three rupees and three quarters, these fractional 
ports did not correspond to any exact number of the coin? nest 
inferior in dc nominal ion, and were of a value so inconvenient as 
to prevent their over being much in use. 

The following letter was addressed to Government by the 
Accountant-General, Fort St George* on 28th February 1820:— 

11 By the report of the balance of the general treasury, dated 
the 20tli instant, it is stated that there are no silver annas remain - 
Big, and, as it is expedient that there should be an ample supply 
of that coinage in substitution for the old and new Madras 
fauaius which should be withdrawn from circulation* I beg to 
fbcommend that instructions be issued to the Mint Master to 
convert a greater portion of his silver balance into annas and to 
proceed upon the recoin ago of the half and quarter pagoda, of 
dollar standard, including tho five double and single fanniu 
pieces. 

“ There Is also iu circulation a rupee of the coinage of 1807, of 
dollar standard, which should also be called in and recoined, ae 


* Op, uaL, p. 20, 
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well as the now Areot rupee, which is of British standard, or 11 02 s. 
2 dwls. 

** The old A root rupee la of a standard of superior fineness 
to the others, the rcoomage of which may be 11 subject for con¬ 
sideration.” 

directions were accordingly given to coin a sufficient number 
of double annas &ud quarter and half rupees, and then to recoin 
oil the funain pieces. 

1821. The preamble of Regulation V, 1821, w for settling tho rates 
at which Hen u res and Farrukhibiid rupees shall be received in 
payment of the revenue of malguzurs, whose engagements ilto 
expressed in Gohurehabee or Tir&olw rupees " states that " it is 
enacted by Eegulation XI, 1819, that the Fiunikhihid rupees 
shall bo received within the province of Benares at par with the 
Benares rupees; but no provision has been made for regulating the 
exchange in account between the saiil rupees and the trohiirehahefl 
and Tinok-e rupees, in which it appear* that the engagements of 
many mulguzars arc expressed; moreover, the bntta to be taken 
frem such mnlguaars has hitherto been arbitrarily fixed and 
considerable abuses have consequently prevailed. The intrinsic 
value of t he coins having been now ascertained by a careful assay, 
whence it has appeared that the rupee denominated CLoruh (Jolnir- 
sludicc exceeds, and the other descriptions of Gnhurshahre equal 
the Farmkhibill rupee m value, and that tlie latter coin is 3*11-7 
per cent, sui^rior in value to the ‘1‘irsoleo rupee, the Eevenuc 
officers have been directed to adjust their demands on the said 
mnlgiifiirs according to the results of tho assay, subject to the 
general principle of receiving the FarmkhiMd rupee at par 
with the Benares nip.*, and without any demand of batta on 
account of its inferiority in value below the" local currency.” 

1823. It is stated in a letter from A, D. Campbell, Esq., Magistrate 
Of Bellary, to the Madras Government, dated 27th April 1823, that 
a Brahium, ftn inhabitant of Gudivnl in the Hydeinhnd territory, 
hu l tried to pjiss oit 250 rupees of a suspicious nature, purporting 
to be of the Company's new coinage, in Kumool, and stated, 011 
examination, that they were forged by a goldsmith residing in 
the village of Mureor in tho Hyderabad country. The Nabob 
was applied to, and detectives were sent to the goldsmith, who 
showed them all his utensils, and forged some coins in their pre* 
sent**. The practical suggestion was mode by Mr, Campbell that 
the inscription on the Company's coin should be partly in English, 
in order to render the forgery of it more difficult, as, though Oic 
English soldiers would still continue to imitate the coin, natives 
would find it much more difficult to imitate exactly English eha- 
meters than the native letters which were familiar to them. The 
further suggestion was made that « private mint mark might bo 
placed on the coin, to lie communicated to Collectors or their 
principal shroffs ns a check upon forgery. 

In 1823 a pice piece (fifty-three to the pound) with its half and 
quarter, were executed by W. Wyon for the East I tidies, by the 
authority of the Secretary of State and the Master of the ‘Mint. 
The obverse of these coins bore the arms of the Company and tho 
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motto Arsp, beg is. & s, angliaEj and Lbe reveraji a Persian 
inscription, 1 

TI 10 mint at FarTukhdbM was abolished by Regulation II, IS2 P 
1824* it being considered no longer necessary to continue it, inas¬ 
much as provision had been made by Regulation XXVI, 1817* 
for the coinage of the Fjirnikliib&d rupee at any of the mints 
established by Government 

Early in 1824 specimens were prepared in the Madras mint 
of a rupee* which, while superior in workmanship lo the current 
rupee, was stated to bft also much better adapted for the currency 
of the Madras Presidency, and very difficult to counterfeit. It 
appears from a letter from the Regietrarof the Zilluh Court, Chin- 
gloput, to Govemmentj dated loth December 1823, that the most 
usual artifices by which coins were imitated or counterfeited at 
that time consisted in hollowing the centre of the old thick Com¬ 
pany rupee, and filling up the cavity with h-ad, or striking off tins 
impression from both hides of a thin Company rupee on copper, 
and covering the surface with about one-tenth of an inch of silver, 
and thereby making it only distinguishnble from the original by its 
weight, But a still more lucrative speculation was carried ori by 
gilding the silver rupee, which was of the same weight, and bore 
the same superscription aa one species of the gold mohurs. 

In the year 1825 the following correspondence took place with 1825, 
regard to the coinage of Prince of Wales 1 Island:— 

From 

The Secretary to Government* 

Fort Wtfliam r 

To 

The Secretary to Government* 

Fori St* George* 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor-Gencral 
in Council to transmit to you the accompanying copy of corre¬ 
spondence relative to the supply of copper coinage required by 
the Penang Government, and to request that the Honorable the 
Governor in Council will be pleased to cause the coinage In ques¬ 
tion to be prepared at Fort St. George, if practicable, and trans¬ 
mitted to Penang. 

2h Specimens of coins are herewith transmitted. 

I have the honor to bo. 

Sir, 

Your moat obedient servant* 

9 th June 1825* Holt Mackenzie. 


1 Rudfagt ttp, pit. i tctL ii, p, 120. 
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From 

This A^ti^g Skck^akv to Govmi>'SiE3ST f 

Fort Cornwallis f 

To 

Tiie Skjlretahy to Government* 

Fort St* William. 

Si Bj. 

Tho copper coin sent out by the 1 b morable Court of Directors, 
having been oil issued from the treasury* and great ineonvenienee 
being likely to arise before a supply can bo received from England, 
1 nm directed to forward specimens of the coins in use* tlie pice 
and half pice* in the bojw* that it may bo found practicable to 
manufacture the same at the mint in Calcutta. These coins arc 
tailed, the first at 11% the second at 20 U to the dtdlm% and pas* 
at Singapore, and all over the Malay Peninsula, where they ufo 
much sought after, A coinage of a doublejpye, - r *0 to the dollar* 
1 hearing the Fame stamp* would also Iks convenient, should the 
measure be found practicable, and not attended with mconvemonce. 
The traufmiasiou of the above coin to the amount of 10,00(1 
dollars in value would prove extremely useful to the general 
condition of the island, 

I have, Ac.* Ac,, 

9fh April 1825. E. I. Blundell. 

The mint records show that, in oonsequenc* of this comspon* 
deuce, new punches and dies were mode* and 130,300 double 

{ ■ice* 136,700 single pice, mid 145*000 half pice struck for the 
f enang Government, 

As regards the earlier coinage of Puio Piuang or Prince of 
Wales' Island* Hamden says : 1 

hi There are in the collection a few specimens of small silver 
cuius struck in Bengal for the use of the English sellIcmeut nt 
this piece. On one side is the customary mark of the East India 
Company, with the date L788, and, on the other, in the Arabic 
character the barbarous wonts yiyd ur-*ji V)* 

11 ' Je^indi Pm ns ab WuUW f-?r ‘Prince of Wales' Island/ 
The w eight of the large coin is 4 dwta. 4J grs. and of tha smaller, 
1 dwL IB gm There is also a small specimen in copper with 
the same inscription and dated 17^7/* Further Rurling figures * 
two coins hearing on the obverse the arms of the Company and 
the date 1810, and oo the reverse the insflription 4 Pfdu Pinatig,’ 
surrounded by an ornamental border* 

In a letter from the Bombay Government to the Secretary to 
Government, Fort St- George* dated Bombay Castle, 12th August 
1824* it is stated that “ The Honorable the Governor in Council 
has authorised those Bombay or Burnt rupees termed Chape, 
Koolakee* and Gubree rupees* which may he found in the consign- 
nipints of treasure from Malabar, to be received at this presidency y 
the two fiot nt a discount of 3 per oettt and the last at a discount 


1 Op, dt.H p, WK*, pL IE*, mersarHii- 
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of 2 per cent, to cover the charges of apeoamage” The meaning 
of the term ‘ Soolafcee s h*a be™ already explained (p. 4h) and 
the terms *Chapee T and Miabree 1 are explained In a letter from 
the Collector of South Can am to the Aecouritaiit-G eneral, Foil St. 
George, dated26th March 1625, wherein it is stated that "The 
Chapee rupee? an 1 so called on account of their being impressed 
with a stamp* which they receive at the traosuriea of the Native 
States where they have been circulated, and this stamp or chop 
does not in any way hike away from their weight or value; on 
the contrary it may be considered an additional proof of their 
being gen nine, as it is only after being shrulTcd in those treasuries 
that the mart is affixed by the treasurers. 

M The Chapee-Soolahee has the additional mark of a nail, or 
other pointed instrument driven into the coin, to ascertain in the 
first instant that it i? silver of the proper standard. 

u The Gabree rupee is w* called from the circumstance of a 
small piece of the metal having been rubbed or knocked off the 
coin in the course of cireulutimn It has its origin in general in 
the rujwo being originally short of weight from the mould not 
being completely tilled, when the rupee was struck, and a small 
portion of silver equal to the quantity deficient being Euhseqnently 
added on the port imperfectly stamped, This pifiet* of diver nut 
being fused with the metal is liable to be rubbed uff T and the coin 
from which it has Ih^u removed is called Gabrco, ami is more or 
leis deficient iu weight according to the size of the piece of silver 
that has been displaced and lost* which* however* is always very 
small* seldom exceeding the value of ^jjir part of a rujwe, or li 
per cent.” 

The following eowe&jttradenee bear? on the currency at this 
time hi the Tenasserim Provinces:— 

From 

The Civil Commissioner, 

Tt amserim Pnmnem t 


To 

Th k Chief Secretary to Government* 

fhrt WiffintR* 


13/A Jtjnmnj 182fh 
fim p 

A number of Madras pagodas and other coins, amounting in 
value to Madras rupees IfJ,323-13-0 p having been collected in 
the treasuries at Tavoy and Mergui* and the common currency of 
these provinces being Madras rupees, I beg leave to transmit 
these coins, which the Burmese inhabitants are un willing to receive, 
in order that the same may be sent to the mint at Calcutta and 
coined into rupees, I beg to enclose a liat of the different colas 
and a receipt of the same. 

I take this opportunity of soliciting that application may be 
made to the Government of Fort St. George to remit to me a 
supply of copper coinage to the extent in value of 20*000 Madras 
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rupees for the use of these provi pees in which the want of some 
suitable currency is very much felt, 

I have* ^Ch, &o tJ 

From 

The Secret a by to Gotebkiiint p 

Fori Wif£iam t 

To 

The S eceet a by to Goyeknhext, 

Fort St O^onje, 

33rd January 1829* 

Sib, 

I am directed by the Governor-General so Council to transmit 
to you the accompanying copy of a loiter from Mr. A. IX Muingy, 
Civil Commissionor for the Tenasserim Provinces, dated the tSth 
instant, and to request that the Eight Honorable) the Governor in 
Council ’will be pleased to order a supply of copper money to the 
estent of 20,000 Madras rupees to he consigned to that gentleman 
by the earliest convenient opportunity . 

I have, 

1S33. I £l a regulation (Xo. YII) was passed for altering the 
weight of tho new FarrukhaMd rupee, and for assimilating it 
to the legal ciirrenof of the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, for 
adjusting the weight of the Calcutta aicca rupee, and for fixing 
a standard limit of weight for India, 

In the preamble of this regulation it is stated that “by a 
Resolution of tho Governor-Gen oral in Council, dated the LOth of 
September 1824, the FarrukMbM rupee was ordered to be coined 
of one hundred and eighty grains, one hundred and sixty-five fins 
and fifteen alloy, and was declared the legal currency of the 
Saugor and Nerbuddab territories. It is considered expedient to 
adopt this weight and standard for the FurrukhGMd rupee at the 
Calcutta as well as at the Saugor mint, instead of that described 
in section V, Regulation XI, 1810, from which it differs very 
slightly, and to make the FnmikMbM currency correspond in 
weight and intrinsic value with the new currency of the Madras 
and Bombay Presidencies. It is likewise convenient to make a 
trilling alteration in the weight of the Calcutta sicca rupee, us 
prescribed by clause 1, section 1, Regulation XIV, 1818. It is 
further convenient to introduce the weight of the Famikh&Md 
rupee us the unit of a general system of weights for Government 
transactions throughout India under the native and well-known 
denomination of the tola. 1 ' 1 


J Nut*? on tolL From YuIb and op. eii- 

11 nm Indian wtf^ht (chiefly of pild or invcrll not of rf'strE'cnf! antiquity,, 

Kami- (Simgl*. tn£a ? n linEimce, tul io lift Up. e-ij ireigh). The Hindu «cok- '[n 

tt mHij = 1 rnUli, 12 mJiAcu =i I Ttins Ibo inla was equal to 8® rq Him, 

11 1 kww w rotary uf Nii&nioxja, a iicuLtc i.if Cnrocoiit ttIio al :*t twery 
day cLroo of Opium, whiola La tho wt: tpfhfc of tnh cruzados and a half.” 

H>tO. n A t^iflafipa of flitver, and ten of [hos«? tale* are lh*t 

value of ou 0 of pold,” Staickin*, in /'u rfttat, 1, 217- 

ldlS-Ui, 11 Two I off and ■ bftlf being as oii&w/ 1 Sir T. J!m, in fmreha*, 

1, W5 
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la section ii of the Game regulation it is state*! that 64 the use 
of the sicca weight of 179'(568, hitherto employed for the receipt 
of bulLLoti at the mint, being In fact the weight of the Moorsheditbad 
rupee of the old standard, which was assumed ns the sicca currency 
of the Honorable Company's Provinces of Bengal p Be I tar and 
Orissa, fell fill be disconlitiiied* and in its place the following unit, 
to he called the tola, shall lie introduced, which, from its imme¬ 
diate connection with the rupee of the Upper Provinces and of 
Madras and Bombay, will easily and speedily become universal 
through the British territories. 

“The tola or sicca weight to he equal to one hundred and 
eighty grains troy, and the other denominations of weight to bo 
derived from this unit, according to the following scale, viz.:— 

8 mttis=l muslm= 15 troy grains. 

12 masbas= 1 tola — 18b troy grains. 

80 tolas [sicca weight) = 1 seer^= 2 j lbs. troy. 

40 seers = 1 mun^ or bazar mamid = l00 lbs. tiny'* 

This system of weights was ordered to be adopted at the Mints 
and Assay Officer of Calcutta and Bangor, respectively, in the 
adjustment and verification of all weights for Government or 
public purposes, sent thither for examination. 

The Mysore mint, which was abolished in 1343 p was removed 
from Mysore to Bangalore iti 1833, in which year it appears from 
the following letter to the Madras Government to have been tho 
intention to have the copper coinage applied by the Madras 
mint. 


CoMMX58ra>ff&B , $ 6me% 

ZfruiyaAuv,. 23rd Augmt 1833. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Commissioners for the affairs of Mysore 
to . explain that, in mating the application contained in 

my letter of the 20th June last, the Ootanunioneri acted under 
ail impression that an ample stock of copper coin received from 
Europe might probably bo in store at Madras, and disposable for 
tho use of Mysore. 

As this however is not the case, and as the Comm E ^loners 
find that they can have the coin made at Bangalore (a course of 
proceeding which does not appear to them liable to any serious 
objection) on more advantageous terms than those on which it 
could be supplied from Madras* they direct me to state that it 
is not their intention to avail themselves of the offer, which the 
Bight Honorable the Governor in Council has had [he goodness 
to moke to them of the Madras mint on this occasion. 

I have, Ac,, StQ* f 

In 1833 the abolition of the Madras mint was recommended 
by the Calcutta Mint Committee, and the following extract from 
a letter* dated 29th January 1834, show s the feeling of the Court 
of Directors on this subject:— 


■« The grounds upon which the Calcutta Mint Committee have 
ODDie to the oenclosion that the Maxima mint may b*' abolished 
without injury to the public interests ate as follows : It nppe™ 
from their report that since IB83-&S the annual average importation 
of bullion into the territories of your Government by sea has Wen 
about 44 lakhs, while the average annual export has amounted to 
fi3 lakhs* showing an excess of export by sea to the amount of 19 
lakhs. From this fact they are led to conclude that tlie local 
currency* as far as required for domestic purposes, has not been 
derived from foreign bullion. They next proceed to inquire 
whether any large source of supply ia furnished to your mint by 
the inland trade, and they ri&te that the average import of bullion 
from the interior does not much exceed 4 lakhs of rupees n year, bo 
Hi at, unless the receipts from the Government revenue itself afford 
the materials of the coinage which takes place in the mint* very 
little of the business carried on there can arise from the coinage 
necessary to meet the internal demands of the Madras territories. 
The rccoinage from the Government revenue they consider must 
be very small, as even in the Calcutta mini it does not amount, to 
Si lakhs of rupees a year on an average. 

41 The average amount of the coinage at the Madras mint from 
IB15 to 182® was 50 lakhs a year, and. From 1817 to 18 28 f tifl lakhs, 
but during the hitter part of the period, viz.* from May I&25 to 
May I8S!b it was only 42 lakhs. 

“ The net annual export ef bullion from Madras, it has been seen, 
fa 19 lakhs of rupees, and os there are uo mines in the country and 
the import from the interior in the course of trade is only 4 Inkh-^ 
n year, the immediate Inference would bo that nearly the whole of 
th# net export of 10 lakhs must have been made in the current coin 
of the country. Hitt it appears in fact to have been even much 
larger. The Calcutta Mint Committee slate that the average 
mi in ml export nf silver coin* intending, it is to be presumed, 
Madras rupees, for the last 4 years has been nearly 5® lakhs; 
Consequently ilio bullion imported has lieen re-exported in the 
shape of coin* and the mint has been employed very unnecessarily 
in t barging its . * . . * at a gratuitous wantage and expense. The 
Committee thru observe that the export of coin from Madras was 
chiefly on public account. In 1824^25 and 1825*2d large sums 
were sent to Am for the purpose of paying the Madras troops 
employed in the war, end a urge supply goes also annually to 
Bombay, which, now that an effective mint has been established 
tit that presidency, might os well be sent iu the shape of bullion. 
The average amount of coinage required for domestic circulation 
under the Madras Presidency will therefore* it is said, not be more 
than 10 or I& lakhs a year, which, if it were mined at the Calcutta 
mint and forwarded thence to Madras, would render it practicable 
to effect an annual saving, by abolishing the Madras mint, to the 
extent of at least 6«>,000 rupees a year. 

t4 We have carefully considered the facts and reason fog* b rough t 
forward by the Calcutta Mint Committee upon this subject, and 
we think that the conclusion to which they have come is a just 
one. Wo cannot indeed admit the propriety of their statement 
that the Madras mint *haa been employed very unnecessarily in 
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chituging the form of the bullion imported at a gratuitous wastage 
juul expense,* because it is evident that the conversion of that 
bullion into coin was required for important public purposes; but 
it seems quite clear thut this coinage may for the future bo 
conducted tit the Calcutta and Bombay mints without leading to 
any material inconvenience, and at a great saving of expense to 
the State. Such an arrangement lias become still more desirable 
than ever from this circamBtanoe, of which you probably are aware, 
that the machinery of the now Calcutta and Bombay mints (tho 
erection of which has occasioned such a large outlay of money) 
was fabricated upon a scale sufficient to enable those two mints 
combined to supply tho whole of the coinage necessary for British 
India, and the present coinage at the now Calcutta mint is not 
by any means so extensive as to employ the powers of which tho 
machinery is capable. In addition to the facts stated by the 
Calcutta mint as above referred to, we observe by a more recent 
account received from you that the value of the coinage in your 
mint, which had fallen in the years 1835— IHiftfo an average of 4 1 
lakhs of rupees, was in 1828-29 not quite 27 luklis, and in 1839-30 
was little more than 22 lakhs.” 

In obedience to the orders of Government, in consequence of 
this letter, the Madras Mint Committee called on the mercantile 
community, both European and Native, requesting tho former to 
state “ whether, in the event of theaccommodation which the mint 
has heretofore afforded being withdrawn, it would, in their opinion, 
ei fleet' the commercial interest of the Madras Presidency, and, if so, 
in what manner and to what extent. The native merchants were 
requested to state whether they thought the abolition of tho 
mint would injure tho trade of the port, and in what manner and 
to what extent ’’ The concurrent opinion of the entire mercantile 
community, with the exception of Messrs. I urn. Itare and Cm, 
tvns that very serious injury would be don* to the commercial 
interests of tho presidency by abolishing the mint, and the Mint 
Committee came to the conclusion that “the existence of the mint 
is essential to the interests of the public; that its continuance is 
inseparably connected with the prosperity of this settlement, and 
necessary Vo the due administration of its finances; and, should it 
he abolished, and Government should find It expedient to re-estab¬ 
lish it, such a measure would bo attended with much espouse and 
difficulty, arising from the dispersion of the present establishment 
nnd the impracticability hereafter to collect them again in I ho 
public service, or to find properly qualified persons to supply their 
pIsco.” 

In 1814 pattern rupees were struck, bearing the following 1834, 
devices and legends:— 

1, rMrcrae.—Bust of the King (William iv) r, and legend 
tti'i.iEi.uvs. nn. ij.cs. hHirr. et. ixu. rex. surrounded by a wavy 

lin@ 

RtTfrtt .—tn the centre one nr pee with lotus flower above, 
ami date 1834 below, surrounded by a wreath ; around v.\at ram a 
injii'wv, ami the value in Pension, Nsigari, and Bengdti. 

(pi. xx-7.) 
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2. Similar to No. I* except the legend on the obveres GUI!! EL- 
MU#. IllL D.ti. HUttAKNUtt, HEX. F.D. 

3. Simitar to No* 2 T but thicker and smaller, 

4. 8hxular Lo No* l, except the legend on the obverse william. 
iv r kino. 

5. Similnr to No. 4. 

Rrrer iw.— A lion anil palm tree and the legend whitish intua. 

6. Obrtrw .—A lion and palm tree, and the legend whitish 
INDIA. 

J?ur crie, —In the centre one rupee with lotus flower above, 
mid date 1834 below, surrounded by a wreath; around east India 
company, and the value in Persian, Ndgari, and Bengali* 

1835* Gn March 31st, 1835, a Jotter was addressed to the Governor- 
Gen era l by the Calcutta Mint Committee relative to the promul¬ 
gation of a new uniform coinage for British India, iu which it is 
staled that ; “We have now the honor to submit specimens of 
n rupee bearing the device of Flnxman’s lion, selected by Lord 
William Bentrack as in his lordships opinion the best adopted for 
the coin of British India. 

“ 2. The Mint Master explains in his letter accompanying these 
specimens* that, in consequence of their being etruck from the 
matrix die and not in the regular coinage presses, they are 
defective on the edge for want of tho collar. 

14 3, Mr. Saunders bus also at our request furnished specimens 
of the King's head rupee, in order that your Honor in Council may 
judge of the two together, pile of tho latter specimens has the 
straight milling of the English coin, which we are inclined to 
prefer to the plain edge. 

11 4, Tho opinion we formerly ventured to express in favor of 
the device of His Majesty's head is by no means lessened by the 
present comparison, An emblematical design, however appropriate 
it may be for lhe r'enr^ of a handsome medal or mcdallic coin, 
such as wo would make of the gold rnohur, seems to Ub by no 
means so well suited for the obrerse of tho current coin* as the 
effigy of the reigning monarch* and in regard to the danger of 
forgery there can he no doubt that a correct drawing of the human 
head, which all the world is in tho constant habit of observing so 
as to tall at a glance the slightest difference of feature* is both 
easier to recognise and more difficult to imitate tlian the contour 
of an animal seldom or never seen by the majority of mankind* 
This argument cannot be better illustrated than by the fact that 
the lion ™ engraved in twenty-riac day a* while the head occupied 
upwards of one month and ten days. 

*‘5- v We beg leave to submit an impression in pure gold of the 
King % s head with the lion as a reverse, proposed as a double gold 
mohur of 360 grains standard. 

+t 6. Captain Forbes has submitted a memorandum on the 
expediency of requesting the Honorable Court of Directors to 

C twure wdl-eieeuted matrix dies of such devices as may finally 
« adopted from Mr, \Vyon t the Chief Engraver of the* London 
Mint. 
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“ 7. This would doubtless be an excellent guide for our native 
engravers, but we do not think it necessary to suspend iho intro¬ 
duction of the new device until it is obtained, the present matrices 
being in our opinion quite good enough for the purpose. 

iL 6, It would lie highly desirable, however, to pAMitife a good 
collection of modern medals and coins from England to serve as 
models for our native school of die engravers, and it will be 
particularly requisite to bo furnished from tho London mint with 
proof impressions of the King's head, especially on the occasion of 
a new sovereign. The present bond, is copied from an English 
gold coin procured in the bazar, and considerably rubbed on the 
surface. 

“SI. It may be satisfactory to inform your Honor in Council 
that we have ascertained from Colonel Preagrave, Mint and Assay 
Master at Saugor, that he will be able to strike the new coin 
in his inti it, if pr- mded with collar dies instead of those now 
furnished to him. 

u 10* There is then no obstacle to the introduction at once of 
the now currency, if only reasonable time bo allowed for the pre¬ 
paration or multiplication of dies (of which unfortunately the 
supply on hand is small). The coinage of rupees bos been for 
*ome time suspended as a preliminary measure. 

“ 11. With reference to this last point and to the adoption of 
the 1^0 grain rupee as the universal coin of British India, we 
beg leave to cyill the attention of your Honor in Council to tho 
expediency of changing at the same lime the rupee of account in 
the general books of this presidency. 

“ TJ, The maintaining of the sicca rupee in account after its 
coinage has been abolished would bo evidently impolitic and even 
nn-iff, from the erroneous valuation given to Ihe FamiihiMd 
rupee In exchange (1041 to 100 siccus), considerable ineonvoui- 
eniio is experienced in adjusting accounts between tho Mint and 
tho Accountaut-Generars offices* and the Collectors of the upper 
provinces. Should the new unit be adopted, it will be advisable 
to convert all siren values and amounts into it at the intrinsic par 
of to avoid the confusion of the fictitious exchange hitherto 
employed.” 

In reply to this letter the Secretary to Government was 
ordered to inform the Mint Committee that t 

** 1 The rupee having on one side the device of His Majesty's 
head, and on the reverse the inscription east iniha company, 
together with the nominal value of the coin in English, Persian 
ami NAgars, and the representation of a lotus flower and myrtle 
wreath* has been approved by tho Governor-General in Council 
os the model for tho future coinage of the rupee of British India* 
Your suggestion for introducing on this com the straight nulling 
of tho English currency is also approved and sanctioned. 

“ 2. The Governor-General in Council does not contemplate 
suspending tho introduction of the now device until matrix dies 
can be obtained from England. You will be therefore pleased to 
com muni vale with the Madras, Bombay and Saugur mints, with 
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the view of effecting a change in the rupee currency throughout 
British India with nil convenient expedition, 

14 3. It will he, of otiHrte, necessary as subservient to the me; l sure 
to change the rupee of Account on the general books of this pre¬ 
sidency ns suggested by you. The (Joveroqr*General iu Council* 
on the adoption of the new unit, approve* of the convenuon of nil 
trirt'ii value and umouuU into it at the intrinsic par of |f, 

s * 4. 1 am directed to call for further reports and suggest tons 
from you as to a corresponding change in the gold and copper 
currency cf British India* winch it will be advisable to submit 
ut your earliest convenience. 1 ’ 

In a further letter from Government, the Mint Committee of 
Calcutta was informed that 44 It has this day (22ml April lK3n) 
resolved to inscribe on the reverse of the new silver coinage the 
denomination of value iu the English and Persian languages only, 
and to have no difference whatever in the dies of the several pre¬ 
sidencies, The year (1835) of the die will represent the era uf the 
alteration o£ the coins* and will not need to be changed until a new 
coin shall he ordered to be struck. On the face of the coin with 
His Majesty's head it will be sufficient to stamp the mime of the 
Sovereign william iv, without tin? word King ** Butina further 
letter* dated 13th May 1835, it is stated that 51 the selection of 
the Governor-General in Council has fallen npou the specimen with 
the inscription william iv kiko, ns none of the others without 
the word King are approved. The above legend is accordingly to 
be adopted for the obverse of the new coin.*’ 

The dutails of the new coinage were finally laid down by 
Act XVII* 1835, wherein it was enacted 11 that from the 1st tiny 
of September 1835* the under mentioned silver coins only shall be 
coined at the mints within the territories of the East India Com¬ 
pany ; a rupee to bo denominated the Company*s rupee; n half 
rupee, a quarter rupee* and n double rupee; and the weight of the 
enid rupee shall be 180 grains troy* and the standard shall bu ms 
follow* :— 

■Jl or 165 grains of pure silver; 
i J a or 15 grain* of alloy ; 

and the other coins shall be ni proportionate weight find of the 
same standard. 

“ And tlutt t Is esc coins shall tear on the obverse the head and 
the name of the reigning sovereign of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and sni. the reverse the designation of 
the coin in English and Persian, and the words jnuia com* 

v a ft v in English with such embellishment as shall from time to 
lime bo ordered by the Govemor*Gbucral in Council. 

*' And that the Company** rupee, half rupee* and double rupee 
shall be a legal tender in satisfaction of atl engagements* provided 
the coin shall not have lost more than 2 per cent, in weight, and 
provided it shall not have been clipped or lUedp pr have bees 
defaced otherwise than by use* 

tf And that the said rupee shall be received n* equivalent to the 
Bombay, Madras* FarmkMb£d and Scant rupees, and to fifteen- 
fiixt cent Its of the Calcutta rices rupee; and the half and duubb 
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rupee respectively shall be meet ml as equivalent to the half and 
double of the abovementioiied Bombay, iludms t FairukMMd and 
Koiull rupees, ami to the half and double of fifteen sixteenths of 
the Calcutta sm-cu nipt*e ***.**.,. 

hfc And that the undermentioned gold coins only shall bonce- 
forth be coined ut the mints within the territories of the East 
India Company :—- 

F'trdt a gold mohnr of 1.3 rupee-piece, of the weight of iHO 
grains troy, and of the following standard, via, 

\or I Go grains of pure gold. 
ji or 13 grain a of nfioj. 

Strand^ n fire-rupee piece equal to a third o£ n gold mohnr. 

Tfdrtf t a ten-rupee piece equal to two-thirds of a gold tnuhur 
Fbnrtft f a thirty rupee piece, or double gold inohun 
w And the three last-mentioned coins shall be of the same 
Btnndard with the gold mnhur, and of proportionate weight. 

w And that the^o gold ooini shall tear on the obverse the heiul 
and name of the reigning sovereign of the United Kingdom of 
Urn it Britain and Ireland, and on Lhe reverse the designation of 
the coin in English and Persian, and the words i: 4 >t imn v 
vmiv\x\ in English, with such embollishmeut as shall from time 
to time be ordered by the Governor-General in Council, which 
flhall always be different from that of the silver coinage, 

“ And thjit no gold coin shall henceforward be a^lcgtd tender 
of payment m any of the territories of the East India Company, 
n And that it shall be competent to the GovernorGeneral in 
Cornea, in his executive capacity, to direct the lining and issuing 
of all coins authorised by this Act; to prescribe the devices and 
in^Tiptirjm of the copper coma issued from the mints in the said 
tt+rritorios, and to establish, regulate, and abolish mints any law 
hitherto in force to the contrary ur>t withstanding/* 

In the same year (1*135) an Act (No, XXI) was parsed, by 
w3iic3i it w£15 enacted “ that from the 20th day of December ISJh 
the following copper coin* only shall be issued from any mint 
within the Fresh Way of Bengal :— 

I. A pice weighing - * , ( ., ] no grs, troy, 

2r A double pice weighing . * . * 20U fl 

U. A plcvs or oua-twcdfbh uf an anna 

weighing .. .. . * 33j „ 

with such devices us shall be fixed for the same by the Governor- 
General in Council/ 1 

By the same Act it was feather enacted " that from the said 
20 th of December IS35, the said pice shall he legal tender for 
it ®l the Company’s rupee, and the said double dec for ^ of the 
Company^ rupee and the said pic for of the Company's rupee. 
Provided always that, after the said 2Uth of December 1885, no 
copper coin shall in any part of the territories of tho East India 
Company be legal tender, except for fractious of a rupee/’ 

In the following year (1S36) it was enacted by Act XIII, that 1536* 
* 5 from tho 1st January 1838. the Calcutta sicca rupee shall cease 
to be a lent tender in discharge of any debt, but shall be received 
by tho Collectors of hind revenue, and at oil other treasuries, by 
weight, and subject to a charge of I |h.u- cent, for rccyLuage* 
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* Ajid that from the 1st qf Juno 1836, Section Y f Regulation 
XX^ f I&17, of the Bengal Code that the pica struck at the minis 
uf Benurts and barriikhSbdd agreenlily to tie provisions of 
Regulation X, 1809, and Regulation YII, 18 14, and Regulation 
XX I t 1316, shall bo considered as cireulotiiig ©dually with the 
pice of Calcutta coinage throughout the provinces of Bengal, Rebar 
and in Orissa, and skull in like maimer be received ns a legal 
tender in payment of the fractional parts of a rupee of the local 
currency at the rate of slaty-four pice for ouch rupee, shall ho 
repealed j ami the said pice slndl he a legal tender only within the 
provinces ami places lor winch they were respectively coined.. 

In a hitter from the Government of India to the Madras Mint 
Committee, (luted 17 th December 1836, in which the quest ion , 
whether the Minims mint should be restored temporarily or |>cr- 
manentlj and for the coinage of what metal, is discussed at great 
length, it is statc<3 that 4J the coinage of silver having been shewn 
not t<} bo necessary on the one band and of doubtful practicability 
on the other, the only Question that remains respects the copper 
coinage of the Madras Presidency, the supply of which is stated 
to be deficient in the extreme. The coinage of copper has been 
suspended in the Calcutta mint for two reasons —firsts because of 
tlie urgent demand for silver in replacement of tile ticca currency 
of Bengal, and ztt&ndh} f because the price of copper has risen so 
tench beyond previous averages, that the coinage ceased to yield 
the same profit as heretofore ........ The mint of Calcutta 

having an excess of power available, and the expectation of 
abdity to purchase copper on reasonable tonus, the question recurs, 
whether this coinage shall be proseeutid for replacement of the 
existing copper currency of Bengal and the North-West Provinces, 
or part of the coinage shall be diverted to supply the wants of 
Madras. 

cc The determination o! this question must rest on the decision 
that may be conic to in respect to the expediency and jjossibility 
of continuing in circulation the old pyce, which the Government 
have latterly restored to credit. If this currency be not recalled 
and displaced, a small addition to- the existing currency is aU that 
can be requin *d to keep the copper circulation steady at its legal 
tender par. But* if the copper currency of Bengal m to be entirely 
renovated, there will be no spare power in the mint to give to the 
striking of copper for Madras, 

11 The Right Honorable the Governor-General of India in 
Council k inclined at present to the opinion that It will ta 
necessary eventually to call in and replace the old pyce of the 
former Calcutta mint On this account, therefore, as well aa on 
the ground that the coinage of copper can lie commenced at Ilmiras 
at a small coat and without delay, Its. 2,000 only being required 
to set up the machinery and an establishment to work it, and 
because also there will be no difficulty or loss hereafter in stopping 
such a coinage, when it shall be no longer required, His Lordship 
in Council sanctions the proposition of Mr. Braddock that this 
coinage shall inmraltanly be undertaken with the means available, 
provided the oopper can be purchased at the price staled as that 
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of tenders made to this mint* viz., Bs., 42 per Indian Tmin E or 
1 Oi) lbs. troy, or T if the metal can bo furnished from the Govern¬ 
ment stores/* 

From 1837 till 1840, during which time the min t machinery 
was undergoing repairs, the Madras records are silent; but it 
appears from a letter from the Mint Master, dated 17th February 
liGrOj that the repairs were at that time so far advanced as to 
render it necessary that the preparation of tliu dies for the ensuing 
uijinnee should be commenced as soon as possible, so that the 
linage might be proceeded with as won as possible. It was 
about the same time pointed out that new Company’s stiver rupees, 
half, and quarter rupees, were the cuius which it would ho most 
desirable to strike off on the first opening of the mint, simultane¬ 
ously with copper single pie pieces 

In a letter from the Calcutta Mint Committee, dated 11th 
December 183®, it is stilted that * + Captain Smith in his report to 
tlie Madras Government having impugned the urtbtienl execution 
nf the coinage of this mint, so far as concerns the device of the 
Company’s rujjeo hitherto coined, in the accuracy of wbich wo, as 
well as the Mint Master* entirely agree, the Mint Master ham re¬ 
minded us that, in the original communications to the Honorable 
Court in 18l£h the necessity for a nroparly-quulificd dig engraver 
ivas strongly pointed out to the Honorable Court, and that the 
appointment of an engraver, oansequflnt upon that representation T 
was then not made only Irccuime the mint was not euifioiently 
advanced to require his services, We think it our duty to state 
that we have had every reason to bo satisfied with our present 
engraver, of whose efforts to produce an effigy of Her present 
Majesty from a sovereign we have the honor to forward a specimen; 
but T as he is at present the only competent engraver available, 
ami has resisted every solicitation of the officers of the mint to 
instruct others in , his art who might take up his duty when he 
was unwell or eventually succeed aim, we are bound in duty to 
declare our conviction that it lias become absolutely necessary that 
an able engraver should be sent out by the Honorable Court to 
take upon him, jointly with Kasheenauth, the duty of die en¬ 
graver, and of preparing plates of steel or copier as the Mint 
Master and the Accounteut-General for the time oeing shall direct* 
and to inetniot such persons in the art of engraving to be his assis¬ 
tants and successor?, as the Mint Committee for the time being 
filial] direct to lie placed under his instructions for these purposes. 

By proclamation, dated November 18th, 1840* the Governor- 
General in Council was pleased to notify that u from and after the 
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llth day of November 1840 in respect to tho mint of Calcutta, 
and from and after the 1st A&y of April 1841 iti respect to tho 
mint of Fort 8t. George and Bombay, those parts of Aet XVII of 
1335 which wore suspended by Act XXXI of 1837 (ou the aoces- 
dim of tiueen Victoria), directing that certain silver coins issued 
from the mints within the territories of the East India Company 
shall bear on the obverse the head of the reigning sovereign of tho 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland* will be again in 
force; and that the device of the silver coins which shall bo coined 
from and after tbe said date*, respectively, in the mints of India* 
in conformity with Acta XVII of 1835 and XXI of 1838, will be 
as Act XVll of 1835 enacts, viz. :— 

On the Q&term the head of Her Majesty Victoria with the 
, words VICTORIA QUEEN. 

On the mww the deoornination of the coin in English and 
Persian in the centre encircled by fl wreath and around the margin 
Gie words east India company, 1840. 

“ Tho coin will be milled on the edge with a serrated or up- 
right milling, like the rupee now current bearing tbe head of his 
late Majesty 'William IV* 

** Tlie weight, standard, fineness and value of the Company's 
rupees as defined in the Act are here repeated. Weight, 180 
grains troy* or one tolah. Standard quality eleven-twelfths silver 
one-twelfth alloy value. The same as the Company's rupee of 
1835, the Madras, Bombay, FnmikhuMd and Soimt rupee, and 
equal to hffceen-sixteenths of the lale sicca rupee. 

“ Tbe other silver roins authorised to be issued from the Gov¬ 
ernment mint by Act XVII of 1835, and Act XXI ol 1838, viz, : 
—double, half, and quarter rupees, and t wo-acuia pieces will hear 
in all respects a due proportion to this rupee." 

18-11. By a further proclamation, dated February 10th, 18-11* tbe 
Governor-General in Council was [(leased to notify 11 that tho 
gold coins henceforth to be issued from the Government mints 
at the different presidencies in India in conformity with Act 
XVII of 1835 shall bear [be following device:— 

11 On the obrerae tho head of Her Majesty Uueen Victoria with 
the words VICTORIA queen, 1841. 

u On the TfwrM a Hon ami a palm tree in the centre, with the 
designation of tho coin in English and Persian below* and around 
the margin the words east in hi a company. 

11 The coin will be milled on the edge like the rupee. The 
weight and standard will bo aooordmg to the Act ns follows: 
Weight of tho gold mohur or fifteen-ruj>co piece, 180 grg. troy; 
standard of ditto* or 166 gra, pure gold* or 16 grs. alloy. 

“ The other gold coins, viz., the five-rupeo* ten-rtijice, and 
thirty-rupee or double gold mohur pieces, will be of the same 
standard ns the gold mohur or fifteen-rupee piece, and of pro¬ 
portionate weight/' 

1843. In a letter, dated 7th April 1843* the Assay Master to the 
Madras Mint wrote to the effect that he once proposed to 
Lord William Beutinek, when Governor-General, a spelter or zino 
coinage of money which, as the method nf rendering that metal 
malleable had become generally known, might have been effected 
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at a mu a 11 expense and been made with considerable profit to the 
Company, superseded the use of cowrie sheik, and most likely 
ken melted down to farm brass, a*? the copper waa in various 
parts of the Company's dominions, tints affording a continued 
source of profit to the Company, 

By Act XIII, 1844, it was enacted “that, from the 1st day of IB44* 
August 1 £44, theTrkoolee pice struck for the provin ceof Ben atm, 
under the pro Visions of Regulations X of 180E# and VII of 1814, 
and at the Suugor mint, shall cease to bo n legal tender within 
the province of Benares, 

^ And that until the said 1st day of August 1844, such 
Trisuolee pice aim11 be received qn account ol the Government) 
aud shall l>e exchanged by take (that is to say, every TrisooU 
pice paid in shall bo received as one Company's pice and one 
Company's pice shall be given for every Triroolee pise presented 
for exchange) at such treasuries or other places within the pro¬ 
vince ol Benares as shall be pointed out for that purpose in any 

{ iroelnmation of the Lieutenant-Governor of the ^orth-WWem 
Evinces. ,.*,***.*,**** 

u And that it shall be lawful for the said Lieutenant-Governor, 
if lie shall we fit, to order that in any case one Company's rujwe 
BhftU be given for every sixty-four Trisoolao pioe bo presented fur 
exchange, and that in every ease one Company's rupee shall be 
given for every sixty-four TrLsoolee pies accordingly. 

In J814 a further Act (No. XXII) was podded *'for regulating 
the copper coinage of the taints in the territories of the East 
India Company/ 1 by which it was enacted iE that from and after 
the passing of this Act the following copper coins only shall ha 
kaum Ironi any mint within the territories of the East India 
Company:— 

L A pice weighing 100 gra, troy. 

2. Duubh 1 pice weighing „ a ,., 200 „ 

3- A pie or one-twelfth of an anna 

weighing -■■ +■. . .* dv]^ ,, 

wdth such devices as shall be fixed for the same by the Governor- 

General in Council, 

44 And that from and after the passing of this Act the mid 
pice shall bo a legal tender throughout the territories of the East 
India Company for A of the Company's mpe, and the said 
double pice for ^ of the Company's rupee, and the mid pie for 
T Jj of the Company's rupee," 

In a minute by u member of the Madras Mint Committee on 1^45. 
the question of the advisability of the practice of receiving 
uncuiTtnt coins at the provincial treasuries, dated 1st April 184 o, 

H is stated that 4i the practice of receiving uncurrent coins at the 
provincial treasuries at certain rates of exchange has existed 
almost from the period of the resumption of the country, and was 
adopted mainly, if not entirely, with the new of displacing the 
old currency by the new , . « , It would he desirable to ask the 
opinion of the Board of Revenue whether they considered the 
refusal generally in all districts to receive a foreign currency at 
the provincial treasuries in payment of revenue would be attended 
with any prejudicial effects ; if not. I should moke the refusal ft 
general one. I would propose, however, that the prohibition should 
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be confined to the ouTTeuey of native states anil foreign European. 
The old Arcot rupees and all former coins issued from the Com¬ 
pany’s mints, including star pagodas and the Company’s former 
rupees* as well as Bombay and ticea rupees* should continue to 
he received m hitherto. The Bombay-Aoorat rupee, in which 
coin a considerable portion of the land revenue of the Bellary 
district is paid, is now classed* and I tlnnk improperly so, us 
unourrciiL coin, and these should continue to be received at par, as 
they have hitherto been. We should under this system avoid all 
the evils attendant on the iniquitous practice adopted by Native 
Governments of debusing their coin from time to time, while all 
coins which have been Issued from provinces now forming an 
integral portion of the British territory in India will continue to 
be received* till they wholly disappear from circulation. 

11 1 would except, however* one coin from the general rule, 
namely* Spanish dollars. The rate of conversion at which they 
are received yields a large profit on recoin age. They are likely 
to be in demand at any time for remittance to China or cm 
Ea&tem settlements* and they are by far the best form of bullion 
to Bend to England* if the I tome treasury should be in need of 
aped# remittstioes from this country. I think in 1838*1839 the 
Court of Directors particularly desired to have Spanish dollars in 
such cases. J * 

Iu the mine year a proposal was before the Madras' Mint 
Committee as to the coinage of silver single anna pieces for the 
Ceylon Government. 

185L -In March 1851 a proposal was modi? by the Assay Master, 
Fort Elk George, that, iu aonaequence of the general complaint of 
the want of currency suited to" the exigencies of the lower orders 
throughout the territories of the East India Company, a sine* 
or as it was commercially termedspelter coinage* representing the 
hundredth part of an anna, should bo established, which would 
afford a profit equal to that of copper coinage, and would, it woe 
thought, in time, supeftede the use of cowries* the value of which 
fluctuated to the detriment of the vast multitude among whom it 
was current, ft was also proposed that a trilling alteration might 
bn nun hi with regard to the corqw coinage, a piece of the value of 
the tenth of an anna being substituted for the pie, and oiiq of the 
value of the fifth of an amia for the three-pic pieces. But, os the 
abolition of the Madras mint w as at Unit time under consideration* 
the proposals wore not entertained. 

A letter from the Mint Master* Calcutta* to the Mint Master, 
Madras, dated 30th June 1851. states that u in oontinuation of 
my letter intimating the dispatch of two matrices and six punches 
for the Queen Victoria rupee* I have now' the honour to intimate 
that I have this day forwarded, to the General Post Office for dispatch 
to you one box containing three obverse and three reverse punched 
for the Queen Victoria half rupee* as also three obverse and three 
reverse punches for the Queen Victoria quarter rupee. 

11 The obverse of the rupee punches last supplied and of the 
half rupee punches now forwarded have been ohtuined from 
original matrices engraved by Mr, Wyon of the Royal Mint, 
Loudon, and transmitted to Calcutta by tho Honorable the Court 
of Directors. Tho punches for the reverse have* however, been 
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struck from matrices engraved by the Calcutta mint, engraver, 
but fire the earne in design as those executed by Mr + Wyoq, only 
iKtving sntjli e\ slight convexity as was found requisite to enable 
the dies formed by them to bring up the impress ons on the coins, 

“ The punches for the quarter rupee have been obtained from 
the original English matrix, and they will therefore require to 
have the lost two figures of the year (40) sunk in the die after it 
has been multiplied, 

" The dies now in use in the mint for the whole, the half, and 
the quarter Victoria rupee bear date 1840, as has been considered 
desirable* to prevent the shrolla from charging a discount on the 
coins bearing this date, as they would do if the coins now issuing 
boro the date of the present year, 

14 Punches for the eight-rupee or the two-nun a silver piece will 
be ready for dispatch by the next Steamer.” 

In Notification, No. 20, dated Fort William, 32nd December lft/jo 
1852, it ha stated that * 4 by section 9 f Act XVII of 1835* of the 
Government of India* it was enacted, that thenceforward no gold 
coin should bo a legal leader of payment in any of the territories 
of the East India Company ; nnd p accordingly, gold ceased from 
the date of the passing of the Act to be a legal tender of payment 
in the Company's territories in India* 

44 But* by a proclamation issued on the 13th January 1841, 
officers in charge of public treasuries were authorised freely to 
receive gold corns, struck in conformity with the provisions of the 
same Act X \ II o l ISkio* at the rates indicated by the denomina¬ 
tion of the pieces, until they should have passed certain limits of 
lightness, set forth in a table published with the proclamation, or 
until farther orders; and gold coins have been thus received in 
liquidation of publio demands up to the present date, 

“ Notice is now given ..... that on and after that date 
(1st Januar}- 1S53 )j no gold coin will bo received on account of 
payments due, or in any way to be made to the Government * * .. 

Gold will continue as heretofore to be received into any of the 
mi]its P * , . for coinage, under the Act and rules at present in force 
for the coinage of gold, but mint certificates for gold coins will bn 
discharged in gold only* ami no such certificate lor gold will be 
accepted m tiny publio treasury in liquidation of public demands* 

Or On account of any payment to the Government whatever.** 

In 1854 an Act was passed “ to amend Act No. XXI of 1853 1854. 
and Act No, XXII of 181-1, and to authorise the issue of half 
pice,” by which it was enacted that 44 after the passing of this Act* 
copper'coins to be called half pice may be issued from any of the 
minfs in the territories under the Government of the East India 
Company. 

* s A half pice shall weigh fifty grains troy, and shall be a 
legal tender in any part of the said territories lor part of 
the Company’s rupee, but shall not be a legal tender, except for 
fractions of a rupee.” 

Repealed by Act No* XIII* 1862, 

K 
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1358. The charter of the Company was renewed for the last time In 
1853, only, however, for &o long as Parti ament should ordain, and 
the number of Directors was reduced, and their patronage as 
regards appointments to the Civil Service was taken away, so as to 
make way for the principle of open cam petition. Five years later* 
on the 1st November 1858, at a durbar held at Allah abad, the 
royal proclamation was sent forth, which announced that Queen 
Victoria had assumed the Government of India, and so the career 
of the East India Company terminated after an existence of more 
than two-and-a-hmlf centuries. 

1862. So much of Act XVII, 18-35* as? provided that only the silver 
coins therein mentioned shall be coined, &c. p and that they shall 
bear the words east INDIA company ; also Act XXXI, 1837 ; Act 
XXI f, 1841 ; and Act XI„ 1854, except as to coin already issued, 
wane repealed by Act No. XIII of 1802, by which it was enacted 
as follows :— 

I* From the first day of November 1 862, so much of the 1st 
and 2nd sections of Act XVII of 1835 (relating to goid and sitter 
coinage], as provides that only the silver coins therein mentioned 
shall be coined at the mints within the territories of the East 
India Company* and that such coins shall bear on the reveraB the 
words EAST INULA COMPANY; also Act XXXI of 1887 (relating to 
coinage) f Act XXI of 1838 (relating to the miter c®in) t Act XXII 
of 1844, and Act XI of 1854 (fehting to the copper coin), shall be 
repealed, except as to any Act already done, or coin already coined 
or issued under the same, 

II. From the first day of November 1862, except as provided 
by Act XVI of 4847 (for eetahihhing a copper currency in the 
Settlement* of Penang f Singapore and J Intacta), in respect of cents, 
half cents and quarter cents, no silver or copper ooina, except 
those mentioned below, shall be coined at the mints in British 
India: — 

Silrer Coini , 

A rupee to be called the Government rupee. 

A half rupee. 

A quarter rupee or four-anna piece. 

An eighth of a rupee or two-anna piece. 

Copper Coin*. 

A double pice or half anna. 

A pice Or quarter anna. 

A pie, being one-third of a pioe, or one-twelfth of an anna* 

HI. The rupee so coined shall be of the same weight and 
standard ns those provided for the Company’s rupee by the said 
Act XVII of 1835, that is to say, the weight shall be 180 grains 
troy, and the standard as follows :— 

||th or 165 grains of pure silver. 

^jlh or 1 5 grains of alloy. 

The other silver coins shall be of proportionate weight and of 
the some standard. 
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rv + The copper coins so coined shall bo of the weight pre* 
scribed lor coma of the same denominations respectively bj Aota 
XXI of 1853 and XI of 1&54 I that is to say 

Tho double pica shall weigh ,. ■ * 200 grs. troy. 



m 


Y- Until the Governor-General in Council shall otherwise 
order under the power hereinafter reserved* the silver and copper 
coins so coined shall bear on the obverse the likeness and the 
name of Queen Victoria and the inscription Victoria qleen* 
and on the reverse the designation of the coins in .English* filled 
by the word uraiA, with such date and embellishments on each 
coins as the Governor-General in Council shall from time to time 
direct. 
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II-CATALOGUE OF COL\ T S IJf THE 
MAM AS MUSEUM. 











ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY 


No, 

Dhkb 

Obviw. 




A- COINS WITH DATE. 



MADE AS COPPER. 

1 

1722 

Orb and mss inscribed C _ Q ' 

£-■3 

surrounded by a radiate 
border. 

[FI. *, L] 

Bate 1722, with wavy line 
above and below, sur¬ 
rounded by a bended 
circle. 

2 

1733 

Bfde-ffl^rk of the Company. 

Date 1733, 

[ft 1,11 

3 

1733 

it 

u 

VPl i sj 

4 

1736 

it 

Date 1736. 

[Ft. i.1] 

fi 

1737 

ii 

Date 1737, surrounded by a 
beaded circle 

[Pi. i a 3 

G 

1755 

Orb and cross inscribed C J C " 

E, + 

surrounded by a radiate 
border. 

Bate 1755, with wavy line 
above and below. 

tPi-1] 

7 

1755 

it 

« but traces of a 

beaded drde. 

e 

1755 

u 

ii 

9 

1756 

ii 

ti but date j-756. 

C*U.I0 

10 

176* 

ii 

if but date 17 fix* 

11 

176* 

» 

VI 

n 

177* 

tj 

„ but date 17?#. 

13 

177* 

t* 

1 



BOMBAY COPPER DOUBLE PICE. 

14-13 

1777 

A erntni with, bomb 1777 
below it. 

Bale-mark of the Company, 
m id 
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Dm*, 

Ob^cim, 

BcTEFte. 



A, CO IN S TV ITH DAT E— c$n tinned. 



BOMBAY COPPER DOUBLE PICE —»h tinned. 

ia-25 

1 77j 

» but Jute indistinct. 

1 it 

cn iv, a] 



BOMBAY COPPER PICE. 

26 

1777 

Inscription 1 pice bomhat 
1777. 

Eulo-niark ol the Company, 

[K **. 3r] 

27-35 

177jt 

tt but date indistinct. 

tt f 

[Pi. iL IS.] 



MADRAS COPPER. 

36 

1783 

Orb and cross inscribed ' " 

* t 

sutrimnded by a radiate 
bolder. 

Date 1786 + with wavy lino 
above and below, 

[PL i.aul 



BOMBAY 20 CASH, 



(a). On,r Proof. 

37 

1791 

I BaJo-mnrk of ttio Company 1 
’with data 1791 below. j 

A Glance with the word 
between the scale*. 



{GBLrarE milling.) 



* (fi). BrOE£E PROOF. 

sa 

1791 

1 

1 



BOMBAY 15 CASH. 



Browser Proof. 

39 

1791 

If 

11 

40 

1791 

fl 




BOMBAY 10 CASH. 



CoPFBH. 

41 

1791 

If 

91 

[Pi- «.*.] 



















SI 


IfOi £>Mo. 


ObvEireu. 




42 


45 


44 


AS 


46 


47 


m 


A. C0IN3 WITH DATE— conthutctL 

BOMBAY 5 CASH. 

(a). Gilt Pioor. 


1791 


Bale-marlc of the Company 
with da to 1791 below. 


1791 


1794 


1794 


1794 


1794 


1794 


A balance with the word 
J-ie between the etalea. 


(ft). Bronze Proof. 


BOMBAY 20 CASH, 
(a). Coffee. 


(ft). Gilt Proof. 


BOMBAY 10 CASH, 

(fl). COPFEB. 


(ft), Gilt Pn&OFr 


BOMBAY s CASH, 
Gilt Proof, 


m l itt.] 


i. 
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Xe- 


Dfttl. 


OtiYers®. 


Eoronw. 


49 


50 


51 


£2 


53 


54 


1794 


1794 


1794 


1794 


3797 


1797 


A, COINS WITH DATE — tmtinmd. 


Bale-mark of the Companr, 
The legend united east 
INDIA COMPACT 1794 lnCLLSO 
upon a broad rim. 


HABEAS RUPEE. 

(ff). COPPEJt r 

The arm* of the Company 
with 48 TO ONE Hf FEE. 
below. The motto Auapi* 
mo EEOI 9 FT S1NATUS 
A nolle iucuso upon & 
broad rim. 

Tho edge inscribed with the legend English fxited 

EAST INDIA COMI'AN Y. 

(£), Gilt Proof. 


(#)h Bronze Proof, 


ONE RUPEE. 


MADRAS iW RUPEE, 

Bronze Proof. 


but 93 TO 


MADRAS A RUPEE. 
Coffer. 


Same as No. 49, 


Same as No 40 except 
date^ 


MADRAS A RUPEE. 

(st) + Coffer* 


Same as No. 52- 


Same as No* 52 except 

date. 


1 This md the following coins of the patfiC type are attributed by 
to the * Cirkirt ici Jct Prujid-.'nt^Mft Madras/ and Atkina 
wr itea eonrerain^ them z ph In the following *crica an attempt has 
evidently been mid* to nstimilate the Mohammedan with the Hindu 
monetary *ynCt'ina, aa the 4Mh part of a Rupee is just equal lo the 
Fal «*■ or piece of 20 Cadi. They fc'Ctr ►trurk for the Cirrar?, a. 
largo di&tmt on the conat of the Bay of Brnjfiil to the ncrtli of 
the Carnatic touBtry,. and. thus in a tEfcOMuje connecting Madmn with 
Bengal” 




















No. 

55 

56 

57 

53 

59 

61 

62 

63 

B4 


S3 




GVverw. Kerens*?. 


A. COINS WITH DATB-h»h tinutd. 


^5). Gilt Fuoof. 


Same as No. 52. 


Same ns No* 52 exempt 
date* 


MADRAS COPPER CASH. 

Bale-mark of the Company Data Wf. 

surrounded by a beaded 
ctrde* 

rn. j. ii-i 


TEIXICnERBT SILVER. 


T. D6 P and Persian inscrip¬ 
tion, surrounded by a 
beaded rirdo. 


PemaTi inscription sur¬ 
rounded by a beaded 
circle. 

[Fi. a, Lj 


[Ft, if, »J 


MADRAS COPPER. 


Orb and cross inscribed C ' C “ 

R* 

surrounded by a radiate 
border* 


tn-iii*] 


Data jSOI with wavy lino 
above and below* 

[Ft. S. I?.] 


MADRAS COPPER 2 DUBS, 


jjjA* ^ ^ 

( fl Christian year 


1601 . Two /d/ifo of the 
Honorable Company '*) 
surrounded by a serrated 
circle. 


Inscription in Telugu 
* r Two Dube of the Com¬ 
pany : ” 2 hubs : sur* 

rounded by a serrated 
circle. 

LFLIi.3,] 


MADRAS COPPER £ DITB. 


k yt*I (" Christian year 
18GL Falun of the Honor¬ 
able Company/ 1 ) 


Inscription in Telugn 
il Half Dub of the Com¬ 
pany : M -1 DUS. 




i p 


[FLI14®.] 

















ObTerw*. 


NO r 


Date* 




A. COINS WITH DATE— wn tinned, 
BOlfBAY COFFEE DOUBLE PICE. 


65 


ISO 2 


Ruin-mark of the Company 
with data \ 802 below, fttir- 
Toundod by a serrated 
cirdo. 


A balance uritli the word 
between the scales, 
surrounded by a serrated 
circlo. 


60 


1803 


but date 1803. 


it 


MADRAS COFFER l CASIL 


67 


ISO 3 


Bale-mark ol the Company. 


Date IS03. 

[Ft, id,«.J 


68 


69 


TO 


1803 


ISO 3 


IS03 


Cfu Up r-3 


MADRAS 1 CASH. 1 

(a)* Copper. 


Lien !„ camming a crown, 
with date 1803 below. 
Plain rim on face* 


ijM ( li tB* "} 1 cash. Plain 

rim on face* 


CFI, LlH.] 


71 

72 


1803 

1803 


(5), Sit-YEK Proof. 


1 ,L Tiesa pi*ea occur ilh proofs in silvt*r h bronzed!, nn-J ipU„ 
Thov wera jn:ide In England hy Mean, and Vatt, and it in 

that Xo. 137 Nos. G9 r 70) i* Us* Hinalleht com ever struck in 
COlUT- f+ Atkuu. 
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No. 

Date. 

Diverse. 




A, COIN’S ’WITH DATE— continued* 



MADRAS COPPER 10 CASH. 

73 

1S03 

The arms of the Company 
Tlltll EAST INDIA COM- 

RUfY ftboTOj and date 
1803 below : serrated rim 
on face. 

Vi—i 1 . -jft jJj yJi iJ 

( M Ten Ids make tvco/f^' 1 ) 
x cash : serrated rim uti 
fan, 

1 Fi. u. fa" 

74 

1003 

n 

■1 



MADRAS COPPER 5 CASH, 

75 

im 

IP 

(“ Five itM make one 
fitlwM ”J v clash : serrated 
rim on face- 




[fi. itfwa 

73 

1803 

PI * 

it 



BOMBAY 20 CASH, 



Gilt Proof. 

77 

1804 

,, but date 1004. 

A balance with the word 
between the scales, 
and date Vflft beneath 
sum uanded by ft beaded 
circle* 



BOMBAY 10 CASH. 



(a). Coppeh, 

78 

1804 

JJ 

pi 




[Ft ii. 11.1 



(i). QaT Proof. 

79 

1804 

11 

1* 























Sf> 


No. 

Date, 

Obverse, 

Reverse. 



A. COINS WITH DAT E — con tin tied. 



BOMBAY 5 CASH. 



(a), Copfzb* 

60 

1604 

The- anna of the Company 

With EAST INDIA COM- 

EA^Yabore, but date 1804. 

■* 

' A balance with the word 
Ja£ between the scabs, 
and date Mfl. beneath ; 
surrounded by a beaded 
circle. 



[FL fU, L] 


81 

1604 

» 

II 



{1}* Gili 

r Pkooe. 

82 

1804 

*i 

if 



SILVER, TELL1CSERRY, 

83 

IMS 

A balance with the letter 
T between the scalas, 
and date 1805 below. 

Persian inscription. 




l?l. m, i ] 

84 

1805 

w 

If 

S8 

1806 

II 

II 



\7U uvaj 




GOLD, TELLICHERHY. 

86 

1804: 

T. 0& K Persian [ascription, 
and date 180 j : surround¬ 
ed by a beaded circle. 

Persian inscription, but* 
rounded by a beaded 
cirolfl. 



[Pi. 14 




MADRAS COPPER. 

87 

1807 

Bale-mark of the Company. 

Date 1807. 




iaia, M 

88 

1807 

I 

w 

>J 
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No, 


Date. 


Ob?c™. 


RflTETH, 


89 


90 


01 


92 


1807 


1807 


93 


94 


95 


1807 


1308 


1808 


A, COINS WITH DATE— Mhtinmd. 

MADRAS COPPER 8 DUBS. 


X- \3f— s“ ' Vv 

4*t* J+y^ 

{** Christian year 1807. This 
coin, three fxlu* of the 
Honorable Company* 

makes one little fmtm/*) 


In centre within circle* 
inscription in Telugu 
u Three new duba and 
one little f&nsm. 11 The 
anme inscription in Tamil 
round margin. 


[PL iii F Til 


MADRAS COFFER \ DUB. 


a - / 4 ^ tSjr^ ^ A>v 

(" Christian year 180? Half 
faliti of the Honorable 
Company."} 


In centre within circle 
inscription in Tefrigu 
11 Company* a half dab/ 1 
The same inscription in 
Tamil round margin. 

[Fl.rr, *.] 


MADRAS COFFER 20 CASH. 


The arms of the Company 
with EAST CTDIA COM¬ 
PANY above, and date 
1808 below : serrated 
rim on face. 


{ E| Twenty las make four 
/ffiai") xx cash i eerrat* 
ed rim on face. 


[PI. LU.*-] 


1808 


1808 


MADRAS COPPER 10 CASH. 


y yp*^ ^ 

( ,s Ten ids make two /ater ,f ) 
x cash : serrated rim on 
face. 


%9 
















SB 


Nd. 

DviLi\ 

Gbvcr&c. 

Bevofu. 



A. COINS WITH DATE in tied. 



BENGAL 1 PIE. 



CoPFEtt PaOOF- 

96 

1909 

The arms of the Company, 
with one fie above, and 
date 1809 below: eur- 
roumdod by a beaded 
drde. 

The value of the coin “One 
Pai Bikku *' in Persian, 
Xap^rip and Bengali : 
5om>unded by a beaded 
cUda. 

[PI, JT d S_] 



BENGAL i PIE. 



Coffee 

Puqof. 

97 

1309 

*i 

pt but value of 

coin ** Half Pai Sikfca/* 




[PL. *Yp Hr] 



BOMBAY COPPER PICE 

98 

1809 

Bale-mark of the Company 
with date 1809 below. 

A balance with the word 
between the acalea. 

99 

1810 

tf but date 1810. 

jt 

100 

1818 

„ but date 1813. 

n 

101 

1915 

„ but date 1813. 

It 

102 

1815 

pi ip 




BOMBAY COPPER i PICE. 

103 

1816 

fJ bat date 1816. 

A balance with the word 
Jat and numeral 4 
between the sealer 




[FL LQ* l*| 



BOMBAY COPPER DOUBLE PICE, 

. 104 

1916 

ti rp 

tl but no 

numeral. 







BOMBAY COPPER PICE, 

105 

1916 

it n 

)> 




m, W, «J 

















89 




Data. 


Obvcrw, 


Rl-TLTH. 


106 


107 


108 


109 


Ilf) 


ill 


*13 


1 13 


1 U 


A. COINS WITH DA TE — ^ontimud, 
BOMBAY COPPER DOUBLE PICE* 


1819 


Bale-mark of the Compwy, 
but date 1810, 


A balance with the word, 
j ** but Dtp numeral 


1820 


1821 


BOMBAY GOFFER PICE. 

but data 1820. 


BOMBAY COPPER PICE. 
Rule-mark of tho Company 


A balance with inscription 

in Ntfgari W J*au£”) 
between the seal m> and 
date 00-20 below. 

[PT, i*. I,] 


BOMBAY GOFFER J PICE* 


1821 


date 18 m- 


and traces of 


A balance with inscription 
mKigttxf *I*Trm (“Ibtf 
Pm'sd PT ) between tho 
scales* and date oor2n 
below. 


[pi. It, i.) 


BOMBAY COPPER PICE. 


l&t* 


1825 


1825 


1825 


1825 


Bale-mark of the Company, 
date illegible. 


Bale-mark of tho Company 
with date 1825 below. 


A l>abanco with the word 
between the scales. 

[PL &¥*+.] 

91 

[Pt.nf.1] 


BOMBAY COPPEB $ PICE. 


BOMBAY COPPEB * FICE. 


m . it, jo 


M 

















90 


No. 


US 


116 

117 

118 
U9 

120 

121 

122 


123 


124 


Date. 


1825 


ObTfitK. 


Ettverse. 


A. (JOINS WITH DATE—tun tillunL 
BENGAL COFFEE 4 FAI. 


1025 

1825 

1825 

1825 

1885 

1833 

1883 


Tho arms of the Company 
and tints? 1825: serrated 
rim on face. 


Inscription 4 1 

>iTf ■ within a wreath : 

serrated rim on fnco. 

f«-t***J 

BENGAL COPPER 2 PAL 

tt but inscription 2 

[PL iv a 

I* 

BENGAL COPPER J PAT. 

T! but inscription 1 

W ^Jk ^ a 

iPUSF.7.1 

tt 

BOMBAY COFFEE j ANNA. 


The arms of the Company 
and tin to 1833 : plain rim 
on face. 


1833 


L834 


A balance w ith the word 
Jjjs between tho scaleSjr 

qOAHTEEt Am ftboVO, 

and date below : 

plain rim on face, 

[PI. It, S-l 

tt 


BOMBAY COFFEE 1 PIE. 


The arms of tho Company 
and date 1 833 : plain rim 
on face. 


A balance with the word 
Jjjs between the Real on* 
PiE itbore, and date W* 
below : plain rim od 
face. 

[PLfc P fc] 


BOMBAY COPPER | ANNA* 


The anna of tho Company 

with EAST IXDIA COMl'ANY 

nbove T and date 1834 
below: plain rim on face. 


A balance with the word 
Jifi between the sealer 
HALF ANNA above, and 
data below; plum 

rim on face. 

m It, 10.1 


1 "Foorjjaf. year 1240 

a ,L Twft pai . year 1210." 
* “0SO jm { 9 year 1240 ” 




















m 


N#* 


Dut, 


Obreine, 


Kcferae, 




12 a 


127 


128 


1&35 


A. COINS WITH DATE— mtinwd. 
GOLD. 

DOUBLE MOEUE, 

Lion and F&lru Tree 


Bust of the King r: williaai 
nr ssra above, and d&to 
1935 below: dotted rim 
on. lace. 


: LAST 

LN'DlA COMPAQ abyVO, 
TWO MOllULS J J 1 

below i dotted run on 
face* 


(Straight Milling.) 

SINGLE MOEUR. 


[n.*.U 


1335 


„ but one Mourn ^ 


rn v t rj 


silver, 

1 RUPEE 


1635 


Bu«t of tho Xing r : william 
iv king : dotted rim on 
face. 


Inscription one ulupke 

within a wreath kavt 
IKBIA COMPACT 1 635, 
ground: dotted rim on 
face. 


(Straight Millxso.) 


1635 


[Pi. *.*] 


11 


* RUPEE, 


120 1835 


130 1835 


1 

|r but inscription within 
the wreath half ropes 

(Straight Milltso-) 


[PLV,4] 

n 

il 

i « Two admit.” 

* *■ 0nu nip#?- 1 ' 

1 11 One whnfL 11 
* 11 High! juwu-" 
















92 


N(l 

Dftte. 

Ohyvne. 

Rererw, 


* 

A. C01US WITH DATE — tanfinutd. 



SI LVER-^M/iiuAf. 



i RUPEE. 

131 

1835 

Bust of the King 1 r : wiizjam 
IV ntxat dotted rim on 
lace. 

Dotted rim on faoe P but in¬ 
scription w ithin the wreath 

i B€7K| 1 



(Straight Milling.) 




CPI. *. i j 

132 

1835 

pp 

rr 



COPPER. 



i ANNA. 


1035 

The ortjifl of the Company 
and date 1835 e plain rim 
on face. 

Inscription 1 HALF 

ASHA within a wreath : 
EAST INDIA COMPACT 

around : plain rim on 
face. 

in.%* .1 

134 

1335 

pi 

it 



i ANNA. 

135 

1835 

pi 

th hut inscription within 
the wreath A 1 ow» 

aUAftXER ASNA. 

[Pi.* fc 7,] 

130 

1835 

PI 

II 



b ANNA. 

1ST 

1885 

PP 

, r but inscription within 
the wreath iV ansa 

JV 4 

[Pi. **M 

130 

1835 

1* 

fi 



1 “ Four actiu.” 

* *■ Oita pm 1 ." 

1 *■ Two | vti." 

* *■ One-third poL” 
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Np. 


139 


140 


141 


142 


143 


144 


143 




1840 


]@i0 


1310 


1940 


1840 


1840 


1841 


Obruiftf 




A, COINS WITH DATE-«wttiwed 

61LY EE— Kdi/i m ufd, 

l BUPEE. 


Bust of tha Queen 1: Victoria 
queen j serrated rim on 
face. 


Inscription era 1U7H ^ 
within a wreath: east 

INDIA COMPANY 1840 

around : serrated rim on 
fsee- 


tSTHAioiiT Milling,) 


* BLTPEE. 


sit but inscription within 
the ^ wreath malt &UfL B 


(Straight Milling.) 


i BUPEK 


s , but inscription within 
the WTOath i kl'TEE iT 


(Sthaigiit Milling.) 


GOLD* 

SINGLE MOHtJlL 


Bust of Queen Victoria 1: 
ykttObU queen : serrated 
rim on lace. 


Lion tied Palm Tree ; east 
INDIA COMPAITV above, 
ONE N01IUH jljil 

below: serrated rim on 
fWflH 














Ke. 


Dm La . 


Obt'erno. 




JIB 


147 


1841 


mi 


HB 1145 


149 


\U5 


A. COINS WITH DATE— continued, 

SILVE H —ftrtf frun ^ 

2 ANNAS. 


Buet of Queen Victoria It 
serrated 


VICTORIA tUTF-Pf ■ 

rim. on face. 


Serrated rim on face, but 
inscription within the 
tWQ AMA4 A jJ 1 
and date 1S4L 


{No Mi t.m gn.J 


[K-F.O,] 


TOPPER. 
1 CENT* 


Bust of the Queen 1: and 
inscription victory queen : 
plain rim on fate. 


Inscription one cent within 
a wreath: EAST indIa 
company, 1845* around i 
serrated rim on face. 


1*0 1845 


151 


152 


153 


1845 


1845 


1849 


i CENT. 


>, but inscription 
within the wreath half 

COTi 


i CENT. 


*, but inscription 

within the wreath 
QUARTER CENT. 


SILVER. 

! BUPEE. 


Bust of the Queen 1: 
Victoria queen: serrated 
rim on lace. 


Inscription one ruper 
^tjj ^ within a wreath: 
East IhVdia company* 
1849, around ; serrated 
rim on face. 


11 Tw& a an at. 
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No, 


Pfcte- 




RfvCrw. 


A, COINS WITH DATE— conti»utd. 


h ETTPEE. 


154 


1849 


Bust of the Queen 1 : 

VICTOKlA OU££tf : SOrm- 

ted rim on face. 


Serrated rim on frtee p but 
in&criptian within the 
wreatu HALF HtTEE 
A ksh-a*. 


(Straight Milling.) 
i KIT PER 


155 1849 


15@ 1849 


fl but inscription 
within the wreath } 
rupee A 


(Straight Milling.) 

3 ANNAS* 


ff but inscription 
within the wreath two 

ANNAS. 


(No Mn uno.) 
COPPER, 
i ANNA, 


1ft7 


1853 


Then arms of the Company 
and date 1853 : serrated 
rim ou face. 


In script] on J \ one 

qFAnTEH axsa within a 
wreath : east OfDJA com- 
pant around : serrated, 
rim on face. 


J5H 


1853 


159 


1853 


n 

rim on face. 


I PICE. 


but plain 


tt but inscription 
I r mte within He wreath 
and plain rim on face. 




it 



















06 


Efo. Msntj Dato. 


Obverse. 


BHTHm 


Mtmhiddbdd 

irr 


B. COINS STRUCK IN THE NAME OP 
NATIVE PRINCES. 


mubshidAbAd. 
GOLD MOHTJB. 
(Oblique Mimj'a.) 


Jjl tS - '^ 


;r* 




1-1 MurtdudAbiia 

%T"V 


1-S MnrshiddMd 

Iff 


Mimhiddbdd 

IfT 


3 Murahiddbdd 

rr 


Murahiddbid 
5u» 19. 


Ift 

{'Defender of the M^ 
hanujiadiin faiih + Re- 
flection of Divine Ex- 
cell l*hlo, the Emperor 
Sh.il l Alum has struck 
this coin to be current 
throughout the seven 
clinic 1202 !!} 

{Frin^ep-} 


i^nW V* JVf 

y-jaU Wt^4ur*- 

( |d Struck lit Murvhidd- 
bdd in the lBtifcyear of 
htB fortunate reign/*) 


[H. ri, i.J 


GOLD MOHUR. 

(Stbaigist Millijfo.) 

« f M 

GOLD ONE-QUARTER MOHER. 
(OisoQirg Millsno.) 

ibwl} X* *t*f ^ ^ ^r* 


( H< 1 2 04 Coin of the Em¬ 
peror Slmh Alam.”) 


(“Struck at Murshidd- 
bdd in the l&th year/*) 

[PL Ti, ij 


RUPEE. 

(OfiLIOeE MlLUWO.) 


;r^ 


s*u 


-W* yiJ 

J* J) A* -fl 

( M Defender of tho Mil- 
hamniadnn faith r Re¬ 
flection of Divine Ex¬ 
cellence, the Erapepir 
Shah Alum has struck 
this coin to be current 
throughout the eevon 
elimestr") 






{ 4< Struck at Murshids- 
bnd in the 19th year of 
bin fortunate reign/ 1 ) 
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No. 


10 


Mint' Dwtc. 


Murshidab&d 
Sm 19, 


Murdiid^Md 

Suk 19 , 


Murshid£b£d 
Sun 19. 


Murflhidib£d 

\rt 


Murshid^bdd 
Bun 19. 


Mur&biddMd 
Bun 19. 


ObTdlM. 


fiovew. 


B. COINS STRUCK IN THE NAME OF 
NATIVE FRINGES— eonUtmed. 

E D FEE—eertf iw ued. 

(Straight MrLinjfo*} 


gome legend ns 4: dotted 
rim on the face. 


Sumo legend : but plain 
rim on face. 


Same legend as 4 : dotted 
rim on the face T 

Same legend : but plain 
rim on face. 


HALF RUPEE. 
(Stbatoiit Miluno.) 


Same legends but ser¬ 
rated rim on f ace. 


Same legend: but ser¬ 
rated rim gel face. 


[PL vi. *J 


QUARTER RUPEE, 

(STRAIGHT MlLLiNO.) 


^JV£lLi X. 

l* L 1204.Coin ol the Empe¬ 
ror Sbnh Alain : f1 ) ser¬ 
rated rim on face. 


^ ^ jW Aij# 

(“ Struck at MuTshiduMtl 
in the 19th jw; JI ) 
g&rrated rim on face. 


[Fl.n. Sd 


RUPEE, 

(Without HhMK& + ) 

* 


■ ii / i V/ 4 

j-* m 

ftlAJiVt ^'lc ni+ 

( u Defender of the Mu- [* c Shriek at MiirdifdtfMd 


SfL AfcV# 


haminadaEi faiths Efi T 
flection of Divine Ex¬ 
cellent tho Emperor 
Slidh A lam has struck 
this coin to be current 
throughout the eeveu 
dime*.") 

Same legend ns 9: eer- 
rated rim on the face. 


in the HU\i year of his 
fortunate reign, 13 ) 


[FI. ri, A] 

Same legend ae 9 : eot- 
nittd rim on the face- 


N 






















9 B 




dr 



Mint .- Dale, 

Okorw. 

KevorsQ. 


11 


12 


33 


14 


15 


MurehldlhSd 
Sun 19. 


M ursHd4bsid 
\r? 


FarukhUlid 

- 15 . 


FarukMWd 

8un 45 h 

Fnnikli4bfld 
8m 45. 


B. COINS RTBUCK IN TIIE NAME OP 
NATIVE PRINCES— continued, 

HALF BUFEE* 

(Without Milling.) 

Same AS 9 ■ | S EtSltO ft ft 9. 

[PI- vi. T -3 

QUARTER RUPEE. 

(Without Milling,) 

alAjlf £lh -£— VF1* \% rj— ^ 

{“ 1204. Coin of the Em- ('* Struck at MimhidAbdd 
peror Shah Alanr. 1 ') in the 19th year,”) 

[PL vi a L] 

FABUKBABAP. 

EUPEE. 1 

(OfeLlQUE Ml LUNG,) 


Jl J-ii -5(L. JUKbr- 

lli jV* 

(" Defender of the Mn- 
hum nun 3 an faith, Be- 
flection of Di vine fts- 
cellonco* the Emperor 
Shdli Alum has struck 
this coin to bo current 
throughout the woven 
climes. M ) 


tj 1 S-Sj 4 

0-f U 


^rjl* P 4 


(*'Struck at ParukMMd 
in the 45th year of his 
prosperous reign* 1 ') 


[Pi vil, ij 


BITTER 

(Straight Milling.) 


CPI, irji. t] 


1 4515 hr a Lucknow rapco trf Re^- XL Y t 1 H 03 , 
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No. 


Mi at: Hutu. 


Obvprw, 




u 


17 


13 


19 


20 


21 


22 


FarukhnbAd 
Sun ■!£- 


EamkMMd 
Sun 45, 


Famkhibid 
Sun 45, 


FarukMhdd 
Sun 45. 


FarnkMb&d 

XT? 


Farukhibid 

\rt 


Benares 

vrn 


B* COINS STRUCK IN TEE NAME OF 
NATIVE PEmCJ£ii~eoflfmt<«f. 

KU PER —*&Mtixiudn 
(Without Milluto.) 


S flm n legend ns 13: 
plain rim ou face. 


Sri mo legend aa 13 1 
plain riin on face, 

CFL vH. sj 


HALF RUPEE. 

(Without Mllling.) 


tPl.ifi*,! 


[PL *ii h U 


QUART Eli RUPEE. 
( Without Milling,) 


b'ufc^ ^Lc iV* JL* 'if f 

( |S 1204. Coin of* th* Em¬ 
peror Sliib. Alain : ") 
plain rim on face. 


f * y 

(“Struck at F&rukkibud 
in the 45th j'ear t pp ) 
plain rim on fitoa 




i# 


BENARES. 

RUPEE. 

(Da LI Q C E Iff TT.T.TBf fl. ) 


Si'L- 

2-UV 4j 

(“ Defender of the Mu- 
huinmadau faiths Re¬ 
flection of Divine E.S' 
ceUoncOp the Emperor 
Skill Alain hm struck 
tliis coin to be current 
throughout the seven 
dimes. 1229-") 


l|V 


( u Struck at J/uAamntd- 

oc 5 uii r llenarcep in the 
jear- 
nate reign."} 


of bis fortu- 


rpumMJ 
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No, 

Mint t Date. 

Obvtncu 

Hewers*. 



B, COINS STRUCK IN THE NAME OF 



NATIVE PEUfCES —omit hum!. 



HALF RUPEE. 



(Ojxjque Milling.} 

23 

Bensj-og 

ttft 

jj 

M 

[PL A 1,1 



QUARTER RUPEE. 



(Oblique Milling,) 

24 

Benares 

\VP\ 

ilijb i'A J— hm 

(“ 1229. Oom of the Em- 
peror Shah Alam. T *) 

h v fS wji 

( ¥l Struck at IJ mm res in 
the year l749 r sp ) 



# 

[PI. viL a. j 



TRISOGLEE PICE. 

125 

Benares. 

Sun r v 

Value of the coin u One 
pai” in Persian and 
Bengalis Mint mark 
a trimla. 

, 1 - blfcdtf i'A 

TV 

Mint mark a fr mu i'ci . 

[Pl.iFi In] 

25 

Benares 

Sim O' 


§t 

37 

Benares 

Aw TV 

n 

ii 

28 

Benares 
iShu rv 

i* 


29 

Benares 

F* 

17 

O* 

Mint mark a frfiu/a. 




m. tin. 2.J 
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H o. 

Mint r Daiu. 

(Jljvcrte. 

Ruvcm. 


* 

B. COINS STRUCK IN THE NAME OF 



NATIVE PRINCES — continued, 



SUBAT. 



RUPEE, 



(Straight Milling.) 

30 

Sunt 

in* 

u } \b 

( l + The auspicious com o! 
the groat Emperor Shah 
Alain* 1515 : ") sur- 
rounded by lined circle. 

( Fl Struct at Surat in the 
46th 3 'ear of bin pro¬ 
pitious reign s ") but- 
roumltd by lined circle. 




[H. flit 2.J 

31 

SkiTIlt 

m* 

it 

fi 



RUPEE, 



(Without Milling.) 


Surat 

WV* 

Same legend as 25 : but 
oerratod rim on face. 

Same legend as 25 : but 
serrated rim on face. 




m. ««■ *L] 

33 ' 

Surat 

tTH* 

ft 

II 



nALF RUPEE. 



(Without Mnxura.) 

S4 

Surat 

Vrt* 

ft 

tt 




tn. wm, * 

35 

Surat 

in* fc 


ii 



QUARTER RUPEE. 



{Without Milling.) 

36 

Surat 

M* 

Same legend as 27 : but 
plain rim on face. 

Sumo legend as 27 : but 
plain run on face. 




Eft vW t fc] 

3* 

Surat 

\tK* 

it 

•m 

if 
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ffo. 


Mint : Data. 


Obtain 


Herene. 


3& 


39 


40 


41 


42 


Surat 


Surat 


Surat, 

1825 


B. COINS STRUCK IN THE NAME OF 
NATIVE PRINCES— atntimtfd. 

THICK GOLD MOHUE, 

I - * * * v-y* ^..... 


.... 4^*jW . . 

A small crown. 


[PL trl H a,j 


THIN EC PEE. * 1 


U I'li.A* . , t . 




[PI. ITi. *.] 


THICK RUPEE. 


__ 

A bin all crown. 


.... 5_F*jW . . * . . 

Date 1825 incuse, 


[FI.ktM/1 


THICK HALF RUPEE. 


[PLsvi.&J 


43 Ar cot 

\\vt 


44 


Arcot 

U*f 


AECOT. s 

DOUBLE RUPEE. 
(OauQiTE Milled) 


£Vij4 jijL* A— Hvr 

( IJ The aiyspieioiifl coin of 
the nqble Monarch 
Azfe-ytLdm Muham¬ 
mad Alemgfr, 1172: *’} 
s&rmtid rim on fare, 




i vy 1 

( M Struck at Arkdt in the 
0th year of his propi¬ 
tious oorraied 

rim on face. 


fFL ti, L] 
ii 


1 lL Tho uELproviMl 1 Swt*$ 1 RaiKd, allowing more of logHiri 
on4 Vl tar itHich «ined both nt (hkottl it ml Bombay, Iflfifl 
to ISIS. Thi-wa tfimcJc At Bombay hour U nunL mark a am*U 
nuwE.” Atkina. 

1 Arcot rupees rmd thedr dmjjions woro Frtrm k not Only at 
the Madias Mint, but r]*o nt tha Calcutta. Mint, the- bitter 
being known ns Cub utbi-Annt rupees,, and «Ji»ti?~Li jclihI 
hem the former by bflublg h RH ns n mint mjirit of 

li lottu (lower. Both typ« inn rtpfwjnud in the following 
fi-rir*. {Fi4r pi. ia, X.) 
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No, 


M ini t Date. 


Otorens!?. 


Rotoi-ha, 


45 


Arcot 


46 


Arc oE 


47 


Axcot 

iivr 


48 


Ancot 

\W 


B. COINS STRUCK IN THE NAME OF 
NATIVE PRINCES— continued* 

RUPEE. 

(OnLIqUE MlLLIS'Q.) 

Same legend as 33 : sur- ' Same legend as 83 : sur¬ 
rounded by a lined 1 rounded by a lined 
circle* | circle. 

CPU*.*,] 


DOUBLE ANNA. 

{O Is LIGHT* MlLUXQ.) 


JL- 

{ u 1172. Coin of the Em- 
pettnr Akmg|r: T, J sur¬ 
rounded by a lined 
circle. 


i ^u, vJij-i 

( fcJ Struck at Arkit in the 
fyih year:”} aum’umded 
by a lined circle. 


[FI. ii, SLJ 


SINGLE ANNA. 

(OBLIdUfi Millino.) 


49 


Areot 

\\*£ 


Jl 


il 


[Ft ii.4j 


30 


Amt 

vin 




H 













104 






MLilI: Wo, 


Arcot 


Arcot 

IV*T 


Aroot 

Arcot 

W"T 


At cot 

Arcot 


A root 
vv*t 


Obverse. 


Reverse. 


B. COIN'S STRUCK IN THE NAME OF 
NATIVE PRINCES— eontinned. 

RUPEE. 

(Straight Miuaso.) 

^ ^ ‘Vj- 1 

( H Struck at Arkat in the 
Gth year of Ms propi¬ 
tious rdga:”) dotted 
rim on face. 

CPL u* B.] 


***** 

{“ The auspicious com of 
the noble Monarch. 
Xyiz-ud-din Muham¬ 
mad Alamgfr HT2 s”) 
dutUd rim o?l lace. 


HALF RUPEE. 

(SXBAIGHT MoXTEffd.) 


[P]- Si.B ] 


QUARTER HUFEF- 

(Sr haight Mulling r ) 


[Pt, U.M 


GOLD MOHTIli, 

(Indekteb Corp Mill iso 0 


iUj4 j5jL- ^ 

<X* 4 P~ 0 *dtjl)a 


(■* The anapiciouH tom of 
the noble Ifonurch. 
Aziz-ud-din Muham- 
Bind ilamgiri 1172 :”) 
dotted rim on face. 


( 1L Struck nt Arkit in the 
6th year of his pro¬ 
pitious reign:”) dotted 
rim ob face. 


EFl.1,1.] 






























105 


alint: Date. 


Obvers*. 


Ect ep» P 


B. COINS STRUCK IN THE NAME OF 
NATIVE PBINGES— continued. 


AlCOt 

K\vj 


Aicot 


Areot 

\\n 


Aroot 

\\*1 


Arcot 

\\w 


Arcot 




GOLD MOHTjR— e&ntimttdr 


{l2TP£tTFfii> Cord MiLUrtm) 


FF 


Pi 


half mghur. 

(Itorwtkd Cord MxULEfo.) 
n I ■* 

[H- i.1*1 

RUPEE- 

(Ltpekted Cord MmJifo.) 

pf n 

[FI. i* IJ 





■* 



half rupee. 

[Isuoted Cord Miiiiso.) 

» ” 

[Fix*], 


quarter rupee. 

(LfPETT^D CoBD MxiiDfQ.) 


(o i 1712, Coin of the Em¬ 
peror AlWgir i* 1 ) dot- 
ted rim on face. 


"I Vf* 

Struck at ArkAt in the- 
£th year : 1p ) dotted rim 
on face. 









[Ft MJ 
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iff*. 


64 


Mint: Cute. 


Aroot 

Vrtf 


65 


66 


Areot 

inp 


Arcot 


OWoreo, 


Reraise. 


B. COINS STRUCK IN' THE NAME OF 
NATIVE PRINCES — continued. 

GOLD MOHUB, 

(No M ri-T.fy n.J- 


*Jj JL 

i>* 


the 
f ai tli. 


SjL. 

tfl J o -1 ^ if 

AUfJlL Aik 

0 ' Defender of 

Muhammadan __ r 

llofl&ution of Bivina 
Excellence,, the Em- 
petw Shdh Almm 
struck this coin to bo 
current throughout the 
seven climate. 1 1214”) 


y-yU Dim 

f <J Struck at Ark£t in 
the 6&th (?) year of 
llieuuspiciout reign.**) 


(Fl- ip «-J 


THICK EtTFEE. 

(Without MiLLCsti.) 

n ' 1>utj$at44> 

[Pl.VT.l 

THICK KUPEE. 


(WiTnorr Milling.) 


Traces of . 


BUmAj 


Lotus, and trace* of 

**^1 - u - 

CPt i, B-] 


67 


Arcot 


ip 


111 When Timur, pstab]Le=bin^ his throne eb lodtn, orci'ramo 
tbo Kin^a of Caabmecr, Re-n^ii, Beeft.it, Gadjraat* Ubm, 
Poorab, and Pjiiahoor, ho Qtiilfrl the tin^dom Et, and called 
liimsolF conqueror and flararuiRii of the^ scran dimatee or 
(MKbfcft." M<X>r t NarratiTo of LictJe'a Detachment, Abm 
p.472. 
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Obverse. 


RptctM. 


C. CODfS WITHOUT DATE, 
GOLD, 

MADRAS TlHlEE.SWAin PAGODA , * 1 


Standing figures of Venkatesvara 
and to trfo wives* 


Granulated «mfaoe* 




madras PORTO NOVO OB SCOTT PAGODA 
figure of Vishnu. Granulated surface. 


[Pi. ii, i.l 


COPPEE , 1 


GOLD. 

+ 

MADRAS OLD STAR PAGODA. 


Fipur* of Tishuu ’with a star 
above tho heads 


Granulated surface with a 5 - 
rayed star. 

[K. ^i. il 


BRASS* 


1 Pflcrcwlft JlJ- rnn^eSi 1 rttiscfl - 12 Fituini ’ r pa3M -ashr 

1 This in the only copper *'mn of this tjp* which I have ever seen a* heard o , 
arid was obtained from ilr* Ih^ita. Chhri. 
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No. 

Obverse. 

HfiiTne, 


0. COINS WmiOUT DATE — continued. 

MADRAS NEW DOUBLE STAB PAGODA 

10 

Tho gojpnram of a temple mr- 
rounded by stars in centra: 
iii-^ription round margin two 

PAGOGAB^ jJ 1 

Fi guro of Yibhnii a urro unded with 
dota in centre: Inscription 
round margin “ Two Pagodas hl 
in Tamil and Tolugn. 

11 

(Oblique 

* j 

MiLLtao,) 

Cn. ii, <] 

M 


MADRAS NEW SINGLE STAR PAGODA. 

12 

” but inscription j>a<joda 

vr* 1 

1 but 5nscription (( Pagoda. 11 ia 
Tamil andTelugu, 

[PI, ii, A-] 


(Oblique Mmura). 

* 


MADRAS SINGLE MOHUR. 

13 

Aittib of the Company and inscrip¬ 
tion ESflUSH MAST Eft} LA 

company : dotted rim on face. 

j jIl # JIj® ( £i Ashrad 

of the 11 niiorablo English Com¬ 
pany : F1 ) dotted rim on face. 

14 

(Straight Milling.) 

[f1.iLi F 90 

ti L 


MADRAS * MOHUE. 

15 

Lion 1. holding crown, and In¬ 
scription ZSGLt&lt EAST DOlA 
courjLSY : dotted rim on face. 

^ cr^“(HaIf 

ashrafi of the Honorable 
English Company:”) dotted 
rim un face. 


. (Straight Millie ) 

m it, ».3 


MADRAS J MOHGR. 

n 

ft 

j't fcW t5*T*^ 

("Quarter uMiriifi of the Hono¬ 
rable English Company :") 
dotted rim oa face. 


* ** Tw& fatin/" 

3 11 EL6®. Ti 
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No. 

Obvenfi. 

Berms. 


C. COINS WITnOUT DATE — continued. 


(Btilugtft Minim*.} 

[FI ri< ±1 

*- 

MADRAS 5 RUPEES. 

17 

Shield with lion 1 holding etown* 
and inscription ELvnu^n east 
ixdia company : dotted rim on 
face. 

t (-Five 

Eiipeea of the llonnmblo 
English Company:”) dotted 
rim on face. 


(Steaiqht Milleyo. ) 

18 


m* ii. ij 

*? 

n 

|R 

fi 


BOMBAY GOLD RUPEE. 

20 

* - ♦^-.*■ tWtf 

1 1 * - *« - * « ~ ■ p . .. 



m. *J> ie.} 


SILVER 


Madras ? Charles u. 

21 

figure of Vishnu. 

Two linked CY 



FH. ii. m] 

22 

tr 

#j 

28 

Ji 

it 

24 

f* 

it 



LPlii.ia,] 

25 

jt 

tf 

26 

pp but 

»i but 

27 

surrounded by beaded circle. 

1* 

surtoimdod bv beaded circle. 

ff] ir, «l j 

it 


r 
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No. j 

Oktifv. 

Boren*. 


C. COINS 'WITHOUT DATE— continued. 


COPPER. 


BOMBAY DOUBLE PICE. 

23 

A crown* 

Motto [ait] spicio [ftEo] ia it 
[uuxuij Alfa [liae. 

cm. it. i .] 

29 

Jr 

li 


BOMBAY PICE. 

30 

ir 

CPi.ir.m3 

31 

tr 



BOMBAY ? 

32 

A crown wiik wreath below. 

i XJndoctphorablo Persian inscrip¬ 
tion. 

CPtifVt.l 


LEAD. 


BOMBAY DOUBLE PICE. 

33 

A crown with g.ju above, aoitB 
below. 

Motto JiV&F IClG Rfctm ET SENATUa 
AKGLLffi* 

IPliTUal 


COPPER. 


MADRAS. 

34 

Orb and crtt*9 inscribed 
within a beaded circle 

Undecipherable inscription 

'within a beaded circle. 

fPl.ITjU.1 


BOMBAY PICE. 

33 

Biik 1 -mark of the Company. 

1 FlCI BOMB. 



[fi. it, ml 


MADRAS. 

33 

<* Sri." (Tamil). 

^Knmpani pp (Tamil)* 

[PI ni F 1.] 

37 

1 


















as 

39 

40 

4t 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 
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Obverse, 


Jtevum* 


€- COINS WITHOUT DATE —co»f tutted. 
COPPER— eoiititwtd. 


lale-murk of tho Compuny t 
surrounded by a beaded circle. 


Crossed lines stud symbols. 


[«. m, tj 


i¥ 




IP 


it 

?? 


Bale-mark of tho Company. 


tw 

Beraian inscripHon. 

[FI. ill, vi 

Bale-mark of th© Company- 


MADRAS 40 CASH, 


or* tf Jvt e * 1 £ w ®Mb i« 
Forty Cash 1 *) XL casii : crated 
rim cm face. 


Inscription in Tamil and Tolugu, 
“ Tkia is Forty Cagk:” serrated 
rim ua faoa, 

[Ft. tti, *J 


it 


il 


MADRAS 20 CASH. 


t vs— « C'rThw “ 
Twenty C&ftli") xx Cash. 


Inscription in Tamil and Telugu, 
'• This is Twenty Cush" 


[FI. lit S.J 


MADRAS to CASH. 


j yjtf ^ (“Thie 
Cosb.’ 1 ) x cash. 


is Ten 


Inscription in Tamil end Telugn, 
** Tbi» is Ten Cssb.*' 


\ PI. lii, 8,] 
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No. 

Obrorre. 

Bmn. 


C. COINS WITHOUT DATE — continued. 


COFFER — con t inurdr 


MADRAS 10 CASH— continued. 

48 

( n TMb is Tun 

Cuab rl ) j CASH. 

Inacriptiijn in Tamil and Ttslugn 
11 Tub is Ten Cask” 

49 

ii 

» 


HABEAS 5 CASH. 

50 

\ (" Tliia ia Five 

Cash "} v cash. 

Inscription in Tamil and Tolugu 
14 Tlus ia Five Cash*” 



[FL iii. 7.] 

51 

n 

n 


MADE AS 2J (ASH, 

52 

^ * ** & \ (“ This is 
Tw^anfl-n-tfiir Cadi IF ) 
cash ; a iiTTQ untied by a circle 
of dots, 

Inscription in Tamil and Telugn 
*■ This is Two-and-aJiali 
Gt&h: t5 surrounded by a circle 
of deta¬ 
in *4 *d 

53 


n 


MADRAS ± DID. 

51 

Inscription in Tamil Qu&rlor 
Duo of the Company. 19 

Inscription In Telngn CE Quarter 
JJub of the Company.” 



[PL nil* M 


BENGAL TWO PA’I SIKKA. 

55 

ifckrii ^ fv ( H In 

tbu 3 7 tli year of the reign of 
the Emperor Shah alam.”) 

Ium ription in Bflng41f r Persian, 
end Nagnri tp Two l*& r i Sikba.” 

FPL Hi* lo.] 


BENGAL ONE PA’I SIKKA. 

£6 

11 

Inscription in Bengali, Persian p 
and Ksguri OoePn'C Sitka. 31 



mm, i.) 

57 

wt 

n 

58 

ft but plain rim on face. 

f t but plain rim on face. 



[PL iiii, £.1 

















m 


Sqv 




Reverse 


59 


BO 


61 


aa 


aa 


64 


as 


(*. COINS WITHOUT HATE— toniimteti. 
(X)PFEB-^m*p wrf. 


-W* ^ ^ ( fC In 

the 37th j«r of tfte reign of 
the Emperor iShdh Alam ; 15 ) but 
plain rim cm face. 


but lined circle on face. 


Inscription in Bengali. FersU% 
and N^gari 4l One Pa'i Sikku : 1P 
but plain rim on face. 


Inscription in Englnli and 
Bnngdlf “HallAnns:” serrated 
rim on lace. 


Inscription in Persian and 
Ntigorf “ One Pa r i Sikka: ?l 
lined circle on face. 

fVLm r ta 

BENGAL ^ PA’I SIKKA. 

Inscription in Persian nnd 
NiSpiri 11 Half IVi Sikka:" 
lined circle on face. 

BENGAL i ANNA- 

Inscription in Pension and Ntfgari 
lfc Half Anna : fi serrated rim on 

f “** LH^aj 

BENGAL 1 PIE' 


Tnsfripti™ in English and 
Bongilf, " One Pio : ” serrated 
rim on face- 


Inscription in Persian and Na- 
gAri "One Pies” serrated rim 
bn face, 

rn.sB.aj 


SILVER. 

uadbas 4 Innas. 


Centro, **v M:* Bnrtmd * 

FtlUK ASTf AB. 


Centre,“ Four Annas” (Telugn) : 
around, 11 Pour Anna* ” (1 tunil) 
and. el star. 


(OiiLiqrE Milling.) 


[PI. tiii, T-l 


1 “ The ni'i or third of Itivui ha* ..... . »frdy the name “ om (A i, wfnoll 
mitatf it SaNe to boeonCa unit'd with the “ one [A'f silt Ji, mui or '* **®®™*^ 
peihspt, it htt* not found ready cmrcncy. The i^tlfea reek - ± If ? 
four pu»* to the rupee, while tho Etijjluh accounts dindo tho Snitnlo tw^lra 
S’L ,^di»tin?niahtht™, [Ilia lat ter (hitherto w imaginary K*n)w*i CftUedtho 
p 41 ofnccoQntr lh Pmimjp.- 

1 11 Four nuifts nipio.” _ _ 
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So. 


Obrcno. 


Raven* *. 


G. COINS WITHOUT DATE— continued, 
SI L.YER— 

MADRAS 2 ANNAS. 


67 


68 


69 


70 


71 


Centra, around* two 

AAUiAS. 


Centro, lt Two Alinas ” (Talngu) 
around, “Two Annas” (Tamil) 
and a star. 


(OilLUjUE Mtif. rvn) 


CPI. lili, a] 


MADRAS * PAGODA. 


The gnpurAin of a temple sur- 
ronnded by fttartf in centre : 
inscription round msrgin mr 
paooda ^ * 


Figure of Yisbnu gurroundM by 
dots in centre: inscription 
round margin ” Unli Star 
Pagoda ” in Xu mil and Telugu. 


(Oblique Mnxnra.) 


[PL riv* L| 


72 


73 


MADRAS i PAGODA. 

QUABTEUl „ 1>Ut ini 

i ' Pagoda 

(Oblique, Milling.) 


„ but inscription quabte* | ,, but inscription Quarter Star 
Pagoda Pagoda J * in Tamil and Tolugu* 


£FL iiT J!.] 


MADRAS 5 PAN AMS, 


Centra ^ *; around, piye 

pan Ait a. 


Centro, “Fite Rukalu* 1 (Telugu); 
around. u Fivo Panama n 
(Tamil) and a star. 


(Oblique Milling*) 


[PI, tk. 4.] 


1 “ Twe AtmM rarpifl, 11 3 fl HaIT jmN ban/* 

* 11 Quarter f till him / 1 * if Fitb Unq . 11 
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No. 

Obverafl, 

a e-vane. 


C, COINS WITHOUT DATE— eontinutd. 


SILVEB —tin w£ 

74 

Centro, fil ; around, Fivn 

IlNAVI. 

Centre,Five Rukalu” (Tolugu); 
around, “Five panama ’ 

(Tamil) and a star. 

75 

M 

it 

76 

PI 

p , bat no star. 


(Thick Cols ) 

EPL vi, P.l 


MADRAS DOUBLE FAN AM. 

77 

Centre, f J 1 ; around, miroUft 

FAiAJJ r 

Centre, “ Two Rukaln” {Tolugu) ; 
around, “Two Panama ” 

(Tamil) and a tit nr. 


(ODtiatn litnum.) 



tpi. nr> tj 

7S 

PI 

ii 

79 

IJ 

ti 


MADRAS FAN AM. 

60 

Centro, ,4* *; around, faua*. 

Centre, "Buka” (Telugu); 

around, " Panaui ’’(Tamil) and 
a “ilar. 


(Obliqce KiTiTjaq.) 

[PI. iiu t.] 

SI 

ii 

ii 

82 

4 star in centre : siirroundod by 
the word fajtaji and a wreath. 

A alar in centre : gunrounded by 
the words “Huka” (Tolugu) 
and “ Panam ” (Tamil), 



OT.«K*0 

H3 

» 

11 


i » x#o fiktfli " 

i * Gafl faiam:' 
























ADDENDA. 


During the revision of the Inter proof sheets, I had the opportunity 
of examining a large number of coins from the Gan jam district, out of 
which the following coins of the Company have been added 

1\ 93, Nob, 1454 and 115 2. Gold Mohur. (Lion and Palm 
Tree). 1841. 

P. 96. No, 44. MurshidAMd rupee, oblique milling* 

tt t f Nos, 4*3 and 4"2, Murshiddbid J rupee, oblique milling. 

, + Nos. 4 4 and 4 5' MurshidfibAd j rupee, oblique milling* 

P* 97. No. 74. MurshidAbAd £ rupee, straight milling* 

„ „ No* 84. Mursliiddbtld f rupee, straight milling. 

P, 98, No. 121. AlurbhidiMd J rupee, without milling* 
m No, 13't. FarukbAbid i rupee, oblique milling, 
p, 102, Nos. 41'1 and 41*2, Thick Surat rupee, without date 
incuse. 

„ „ Nos. 42 1—12 7. Old sun 19 sikka rupees, and \ rupees. 

1\ 106* Nos. 65'1—65*31* Arcot rupees of the same type as 
No. 65, with various dates. 

„ Nos. 674—67 3 r Areot j and £ rupees of the same type 
as No. 67, 
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28, 79 

5 

f p 

1717 
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70 
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l p 

1755 
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28, 70 
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17*8 

tf 
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IP 
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9 
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17&1 
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80 
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Pi 

1794 
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SI 
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f> 

21, 83 

a 
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S3 

4 

11 

11 

„ l I)ub. 
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fi 

pi 


TP ■■ IP 

S3 

6 

1 p 

1003 

1 p 1 Ciwh. 

84 

7 

M 

ip 

p» *p ii 

84 

3 

P* 

wr 

lr ii fi 

84 

$ 

11 

11 

- , .. 1& .. 

85 

10 

Ip 

it 

If ^ ft 

85 

11 


1B04 

Bombay. 10 „ 

Sfi 


FI.ATK HI. 


Fig, 

MetiL 

Bate. 

DcHTipticn ut Coin. 
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1 

A*. 

1S04 

Bomhnf , 5 CluL.. 

30 

2 

Ar, 

1805 
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2T h B0 

3 

pp 

11 

it 

2\. SO 
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Au- 
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fc ¥ 

22, bfs 

5 

Ae. 

1B0T 

Milt**. 

80 

8 

■■> 

18A8 

Ma^ni?. 20 CmJi. 

87 

1 

ft 

1B07 

,, 3 Dub*. 

87 

9 

TP 

1810 

ft.'tuUT. + Pirp, 


9 

t* 

w 

|i 3 IT 

03 

ID 

■1 

11 

IF 

68 


Q 
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m»n to pIlAtes. 


plate rv. 


Fig. 

Metal* 1 

Date, 

Dc-h: ri.pt ton of Coin. 

* 


] 

Aei- 

1921 

BomUy. J Pice. 

90 

1 

ii 

1925 

,, Single Pice. 

99 

3 


192 A 

T9 1 tr 

99 

4 


19-« 

,. Single „ 

69 

A 


l m 

.. * Pai 

90 

A 


j p 

.. 2 9. 

90 

? 

Ik- 

ip 

II J IT 

90 

« 


1H33 

„ J Anne. 

90 

9 

IP 

fj 

„ 1 P*. 

00 

10 

PP 

1934 

„ J Anna- 

00 
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Ar. 
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Description of Coin. 


Peg*. 
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T¥ ti 

2 AunM. 


91 

91 

01 

91 
02 
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92 
92 
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96 
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97 

4 

IP 

ii 

it 

i rk 

97 

6 

IV 

H'T 


1 tt 

97 

A 

#1 

Spin, 10 

tt 

Rupeo. 

97 

7 

tk- 

ir 

-ii 

\ - 

0H 

9 

II 

\rt 

Ik 

1 it 

06 
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101 

3 

11 

VI 

ip ti 

lot 

4 

tl 

ii 

it 1 >p 
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ii 1 ip 

101 
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Ax. 
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102 
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*t 
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„ BEnjflu „ 

103 
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1K 2 Annjj. 

103 
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it 

ll 

l At! fill 

103 
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ll 
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104 
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| 

104 
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t* 

11 

n i ii * 

104 
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An. 

M 

ft 

It 

ll 

if 
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T» 
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At- 

Au, 

1771 

Madras. Pagt-dii 

, | Porto Noto „ 

ir 014 Star pi 

ft N*w dfroT'lo St*F M 

„ Sin^lo pi t» 

(l Mohur, 

M \ 11 

pt p f* 

„ 5 EnllM* 

ISHJiiibfly. Gold Rnpra- 
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1 ■ P P H 

Bombay, Pms. 

107 

12, 22. i 
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13, 14, 
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14, 103 
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too 
m 

5i v m 

20, 109 

21, 109 
80, 1(0 
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PLATE XIII. 


Fig, 

UeLil. 
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PflgH, 

1 
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Eciml. 1 Pol >ikfiyi. 

112 

2 

3 R 


ri 

IR RI 

112 ! 

3 

1 R 


IR 

JP Tf 

112 

4 

R R 


It 

1 tR n 
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3 



If 
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fi 
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■ tw Doubly Fanarau 
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Charles II. 2 Cftab- 
George I. Copper Coin. 

it ■■ 
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